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LIFE OF SIR RICHARD STEELE 


WITH AN ELEGANT HEADa 


IR Richard . Steele, eminently 

2» diftinguithed as an ingenious and 
polite writer, was born at Dublin, 
about the year 1676, His father, a 
counfellor at law, had been fome time 
Secretary to the Duke of Ormond, 
but he was of Englifh extraction, 
and one branch of the family poffeffed 
a confiderable eftate in the county of 
Wexford. Steele, when very young, 
was carried over to London, and put 
to fchool at the Charter-houfe, whence 
he was removed to Merton College, 
Oxford, where ‘he foon gave evident 
fom of his talents and abilities. 
ae, his refidence here, he a€tually 
nifhed a comedy, but by the advice 


of one of his fellow ftudents, who hav- p 


ing read it, condemned it as unworthy 
of his genius, he thought proper to 
fup refs it; and this facrifice feems to 
fet his good fenfe and modefty in the 
moft favorable point of view. 

On leaving the univerfity, which 
he did without taking any degree, 
Steele refolved to enter into the army ; 
but this ftep was highly difpleafing to 
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his friends, and not being able to gét 
a better ftation than that of a private 
gentleman in_the.Horfe Guards, he 
accepted it, though it loft him the 
fucceffion to his Irifh eftate. 

Steele had abundance of oo naa 
ture, a peer operinefs of difpofi- 
tion, and a vivacity and brilliancy of 
wit, which rendered him the darling 
of the foldiers, and foon procured him 
an Enfign’s commiffion in thé guards. 
In this fituation he gave himfelf up 
to every indulgence which youth ot 
génius could prompt him to purfue ; 
yet it appears, that he did not pafs 
the whole of his time without forie 
hours of cool refle@tion ; for at this 
eriod he wrote his little treatife call 
ed the Chriftian Hero, intended, as he 
himfelf tells us, to be a check upon 
his paffions. For this purpofe he had 
kept it fome time by him, and printed 
it in 1701, with a dedication to 
Lord Cutts, who had not only ap- 
name him his private Secretary, 

ut procured for him a company in 
Lord Lucas’s regiment of Fuzileers. 
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The fame yearhe brought out his. afterwards, by the afliftance of that 
comedy called the Funeral, or ‘Grief ‘fteady friend, carried on the fame 
A-la-mode. This performance pro- plan, under the title of the Speator. 
cured him the favor of King Wil- The fuccels of this. paper being equal 
fiam, who refolved to give him fome tothat of the former, he was encou- 
diftinguifhed marks of his efteem; raged to begim another, called the 
and though all thefe pleafing hopes Guardian, which made its firft ap- 
vanifhed on his Majefty’s death, they. pearance in the beginning of the 
were afterwards revived and realifed year 1713, and was concluded in 
in the beginning of Queen Anne’s the month of Oétober following. 
reiga, when he was.appointed Ga- «© In the courfe of this work, his 
zetteer. This office he owed to the thoughts taking a ftronger bias to 
friendfhip of Lord Halifax, and the politicks, he engaged with great 
Earl of Sunderland, and he dif- warmth againft the miniftry ; and 
charged the duties of it with the ut-~ being determined to procure a feat 
moft diligence and fidelity. He had in the Houfe of Commons, he imme- 
been recommended to thefe mini- - diately removed all obftacles to this 
fters by his {chool-fellow, Mr. Ad- view, by refigning his place in the 
difon, ‘and that gentleman affifted Stamp-office to the Earl of Oxford, 
him in bringing forward the comedy and by giving up at the fame time a 
called the Tender Hufband, or the Ac- penfion, which had been paid him 
complifoed Fools, which was aéted in by the Queen, as a fervant to Prince 
1704, with gteat applaufe. His George, of Denmark. After this, 
next play, however, the Lyiag Lover, he wrote his famous Guardian on the 
met with a very different reception, demolition of Dunkirk, which was 
and upon this difappotntment from publifhed Augaft 7th, 1713, and the 
the ftage, he turned his wit and hu- parliament being diffolved the next 
mor into another channel, and.early day, he produced fome other fevere 
in the year 1709, began to publifh political tras againft admjniftration. 
the Tatler, which he undertook in © Upon the meeting of the new par- 
concert with the celebrated Dr. liament, Mr. Steele having been re- 
Swift. This. admirable’ periodical turned a member for the borough 
paper, kept up with great fpirit, of Stockbridge, in Hamphhire, took 
was univerfally approved and ad- his feat accordingly; but he was 
mired... His reputation as a writer expelled a few days after, for writ- 
was perfectly eftablifhed. by it, and ing feveral fcandalous and feditious 
during the courfe of its publication, libels. Immediately after his ex- 
he was appointed a Commiffioner of pulfion, he publifhed propofals for 
the Stamp duties in 1710. writing the Hiftory of the Duke of 
Upon.the change of the miniftry Marlborough; about the fame time 
the fame year, he joined the party he wrote the Spinfer, and in oppofi- 
of the Duke of Marlborough, who ‘tion to the Examiner, eftablithed a 
had feveral years entertained a ftrong paper, called the Reader, and conti- 
friendfhip for him, and upon his nued publifhing feveral other things 
Grace’s difmiffion from all fis em- in the fame fpirit, till the death of 
ployments the year following, Mr. the Queen. Immediately after this 
Steele addreffed a letter of thanks to event, as a reward for his fervices, 
him,.for the fervices which he had he was taken into favor by her fuc- 
rendered to his country. As our ceflor, King George I.; appointed 
author ftill continued to hold his Surveyor to the Royal ftables of 
place in the Stamp-office under the Hampton-court, and put into the 
new adminiftration, he abftained. commiffion of the peace in the coun- 
from political fubjects, but being ty of Middlefex. He likewife pro- 
more intimately connetted with Mr. cured in 1714, a licence as chief 
Addifon, he dropt the Tatler, and Manager of the ‘Royal Company of 
Comedians, 
























































conv 
teria: 
ratio. 
gove! 
charc 
religi 
union 
idea c 
as wa: 
In | 
cond 
hand{ 
Wales 
ple ac 
could 
thoug! 
ten rec 
for his 
Fifp-P. 
chiefly 
This v 
alive, 
part of t 
ing all | 














V, 


(dec 1190 BR Bi 
Comedians, which he got changed the 
fame year into a patent from His Ma- 
jelty, appointing him governor of the 
faid company during his life, and to 
his executors, adminiftrators, or af- 
figns, for the {pace of three years af- 
terwards, 

He was chofen alfo one of the re- 
prefentatives for Boroughbridge, in 
Yorkfhire, and April 28th, 1715, 
his Majefty’ conferred upon him the 
honor of knighthood. In the Au- 
guft following he received five hun- 
dred pounds from Sir Robert Walpole, 
for fpecial fervices, and being thus 
highly encouraged, he triumphed over 
his opponents in feveral pamphlets 
which he wrote this and the following 
year. In 1717, he was appointed one 
of the Commiffioners for enquiring 
into the eftates forfeited by the rebel- 
lion in Scotland, which laid him un- 
der the neceflity of viiiting that part 
of the kingdom, where he received 
from fome of the nobility and gentry 
the moft dittinguifhing marks of re- 
fpect, fo that he began to turn his 
thoughts towards perfecting the union 
of the two kingdoms, by extending it 
to the policy in the church as well as 
ftate. For this purpofe he had feveral 
converfations with fome of the Prefby- 
terian minifters, concerning the refto- 
rationof epifcopacy, the ancient church 
government of that nation. Sir Ri- 
chard wifhed well to the -interefts of 
religion, and as he imagined that an 

union would promote it, he had fome 

idea of paviig it at Court, but thar, 
as was likely, proved abortive. 

In the year 1718 he buried his fe- 
cond wife, who had brought him a 
handfome fortune, and a good eftate in 
Wales, but neither that nor other am- 
ple additions. made to his income 
could fatisfy all his demands; the 
thoughtlefs vivacity of his temper of- 
ten reduced him to little fhifts of wit 
for his fupport, and the projeét of the 
Fifo-Pool this year owed its birth 
chiefly to Sir Richard’s neceflities. 
This veffel was intended to carry fith 
alive, and without wafting, to any 
part of the kingdom, but notwithitand- 
ing all his towering hopes, this fcheme 
State Uni 
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proved very ruinous to him ; for after 
he had been at an immenfe expence 
in contriving and building his veffel, 
befides. the charge of the patent, 
which he had procured, it turned out 
upon trial to be a mere projeét. His 
‘plan was to bring falmon alive from 
the Coaft of Ireland, but: thefe fifh, 
though fupplied by this contrivance 
with a continual ftream of water while 
at fea, yet uneafy st their confine- 
ment, they fhattered themfelves to 
pieces againft the fides of the pool, fo 
that when they were brought to mar- 
ket they were worth very litde. 
The year following Sir Richard op- 
pofed the remarkable Peerage Bill in 
the Houfe of Commons, and on ac- 
count of this oppofition to the Court, 
his licence for aéting plays was revok- 
ed, and his patent rendered ineffe@tual, 
at the inftance of the Lord Chamber- 
lain. He exerted himfelf to the ut- 
moft to prevent this great lofs, but 
finding every direct avenue of ap- 
proach to his royal mafter completely 
barred againft him by his powerful op- 
ponent, he refolved to appeal to he 
public, in hopes that his complaints 
by that channel would reach the ear 
of his fovereign, though in an indireét 
courfe. With this view he formed 
the plan of a periodical paper, to be 
publifhed twice a week, under the ti- 
tle of the T4earre, the firft number of 
which appeared on the 2d of January, 
1720. ‘The misfortune, however, of 
lofing favourat Court, like many others 
in life, drew after it a train of more. 
During the publication of this paper, 
in which he -aflumed the feigned 
name of Sir John Edgar, he was at- 
tacked by Mr. John Dennis, the noted 
critic, in a very abufive pamphler, 
entitled the Character and Condu&t of 
Sir John Edgar, called by himfelf 
fole Monarch of the Stage in Drury- 
lane, and his three Deputy Governors, 
in two Letters to Sic John Edgar ; 


‘but to this infult our author made a 


proper and very fpirited reply in the 
Theatre. 
Whilft Steele was making every ex- 


ertion, and ftruggling to fave himfelf 
from ruin, he found icifure to employ 


his 
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his pen againft the mifchievous South 
Sea fcheme, which had almoft brought 
the nation to deftruétion in 1720. 
Next year he was reftored to his office 
and authority in the Play Houfe, in 
Drury-lane ; and foon after he brought 
out his celebrated comedy called the 
Coufcious Lovers, which was aéted 
with very great fuccefs in 1722, .The 
profits hence arifing muft have been 
very confiderable, befides what he re- 
ceived for the copy of the work, and 
five hundred pounds given him by the 
King, to whom he dedicated it. Yet 
notwithftanding thefe ample recruits, 
being reduced to the utmoft extremity 
about the year following, he fold his 
fhare in the Play Houfe, and foon af- 
ter commenced a law fuit with the 
managers, which in 1726 Avas deter- 
mined again him. Of this affair, 
Mr. Cibber gives the following ac- 
count in ns apology, “In all the 
tranfaétions of life there cannot be a 
more painful circumftance than a dif. 
pute in law with a man with whom 
we have long lived in an agreeable 
amity. But when Sir Richard, pro- 
ceeds he, to get himfelf out of difficul- 
ties, was obliged to throw his affairs 
into the hands of lawyers and truftees ; 
upon that confideration the friend and 
the gentleman had no more to do in 
the matter, Thus, whilftSir Richard 
no longer aéted for himfelf, it can be 
no wonder if a flaw was found in our 
condu@t for the law to make work 
with. About three years before the 
lawfuit commenced, upon Sir Ri- 
chard’s total abfenting himfelf from all 
care and management of the ftage, 
which by our articles he was oqully 
and jointly with us obliged .to attend, 
we let him know that we could not go 
on_at that rate, but that if he expected 
to make the bufinefsa finecure, we muft 
be paid for our extraordinary care of 
it; we therefore intended to charge 
for it a falary of 1]. 138. 4d. every 
acting day for our management. To 
hick, in his compofed manner, he 
anfwered, that to be fure we knew 
what was fitte% to be done better-than 
he did; that he had always taken a 
delight in making us eafy, and had no 


reafon to doubt of our doing him juf- 
tice ; and he never once objected to or 
complained of this for near three years 
together, But though no man alive cag 
write better of economy, yet perhaps 


no man is more above the drudgery of 


practifing it, He was often in want 
of money, and while we were in 
friendfhip with him we affifted his oc- 
cafions ; but this compliance had fo 
unfortunate an effect, that it only 
heightened his importunity of bor- 
rowing more, and the more we lent 
the lefs he minded us, or fhewed any 
concern for our welfare. Upon this 
we ftopt our hands atonce, and pe- 
remptorily refufed to advance pans oe 
fhilling till by the balance of our ac- 
counts it became due to him, This 
treatment, though we hope not in the 
leaft unjuftifiable, we have reafon to 
believe fo ruffied his temper, that he 
at once was as fhort with us as we had 
been with him, for from that day he 
never came near us; nay, he not only 
continued to negleét what he fhould 
have done, but did what he ought not 
to have done; he made an aflignment 
of his fhare without our confent, in 
manifeft breach of our agreement ; 
our part fuffered by this negle¢t, fince 
his rank and figure in the world were 
of extraordinary fervice to us. ‘The 
caufe was heard before Sir Jofeph Je- 
kyl, and theiffue was, that Sir Richard 
not having made any objection to 
what we had charged for management 
for three years together, as our pro- 
ceedings had been all tranfacted in 
open day, without any clandeftine in- 
tention of fraud, we were allowed the 
fums in difpute above mentioned, and 
Sir Richard not being advifed to ap- 
ply to the Lord Chancellor, both par- 
ties paid their own cofts, and deter- 
mined this fhould be the laft fuit be- 
tween them,” 

Having now again forthe laft time 
brought his fortune, by the moit heed - 
lefs profufion, into adefperate condi- 
tion, he was rendered altogether inca- 
pable of rettieving the lofs by a pa- 
ralytic ftroke, which greatly impaired 
his underftanding. Upon this unhap- 
py cizcumftance he retired tg his feat 

at 
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Life of Sir 


at Languanor, in Wales, where he 
paid the laft debt to Nature on the 
z1ft of September, 1729, and was pri- 
vately interred, according to his own 
defire, in the church of icemietinn. 
near that place, Among his papers 
were found two plays in manuf{cript, 
one of which, called the Gentleman, 
was founded upon the Eunuch of Te- 
rence, the other was entitled, Tse 
School of A&ion, 

Sir Richard married as his firf 
wife a lady of Barbadoes, with whom 
he received a valuable plantation in 
that ifland, on the death of her bro- 
ther, who was taken by the French at 
fea, ashe was coming to England, 
and carried to France, where he ended 
his days. After the death of this 
wife, who brought him no children, 
he married Mary, the daughter of Jo- 
nathan Scurlock, Efq, of Languanor, 
in Caermarthenfhire, by whom he had 
three children, afon, named Eugene, 
and two daughters, Elizabeth and Ma- 
ry. His fon was fome years under 
the care of Mr. Solomon Lowe, of 
Blythe Houfe, Hammerfmith, who 
confidered him as a young man of 
promifing parts, but _— taken home 
to his father’s houfe, in York Build- 
ings, where he was fuffered to act 
plays in a great room there, called the 
Cenforium, his conftitution was broke 
by frequent heats and colds, and he 
foon after died, His daughter, Eli- 
zabeth, being the only child then liv- 
ing, was married young, in the month 
of May, 1731, to che Honourable 
John ‘Trevor, one of the Welth 
Judges, 

As Sir Richard was beloved while 
living, his death was very much regret- 
ted. He was a man of fincere and 
extenfive benevolence, a friend to the 
friendlefs, and, as far as his circum- 
ftances would permit, the father of 
every orphan. His language is chafte 
and manly ; he admired virtue, and 

ainted it in his works as amiable as 
it really is. Generous.aétions he ce- 
lebrates with a warmth that is pecu- 
liar to thofe only who are poffefied of 
good hearts. To envy or malevo- 
ence he was altogether a ftranger ; 
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he was never jealous when he be- 
held others rifing into reputation, 
and fo far was he from arrogating 
any praife to himfelf, from his con- 
junction with Mr. Addifon, that he 
was the firft who defired him to dif- 
tinguifh his papers in the Spectator 
by fome particular mark, and when 
that worthy friend died, he was a 
faithful guardian of his fame, not- 
withanding the afperfion which 
Mr. Tickel has thrown on him. Sir 
Richard’s greateit error was want 
of economy; but the philanthropy 
of his difpofition often led him into 
embarafiments from which he found 
it very difficult, with all his abili- 
ties, to extricate himfelf. Among 
many initances of his good nature, 
his kindnefs to the unfortunate Mr, 
Savage, natura! fon to Earl Rivers, 
was none of the leaft. He declared 
in this gentleman’s favor with all 
the ardor and benevolence which 
conftituted his charatter, promoted 
his intereft with the utmolt zeal, re- 
lated his misfortunes, applauded his 
merit, took all opportunities of re- 
commending him, and afferted, that 
the inhumanity of his mother had 
given him a right to call every good 
man his father. He even propofed 
to eftablifh him in fome fettled bufi- 
nefs, and to have married him to a 
natural daughter, on whom he in- 
tended to beftow a fortune of a thou. 
fand pounds ; but though he was al- 
ways lavith of his future bounties, 
he conduéted his affairs in fuch a 
manner, that he was feldom able to 
keep his promifes, or execute his 
intentions. He, however, gave Sa- 
vage a certain allowance till the 
marriage fhould be confummated ; 
and during this ftaie of things, he 
once defired Savage, with an air 
of the utmoft importance, to.come 
very early the next morning, which 
Savage did, and found the chariot 
at the door, with Sir Richard wait- 
ing for him. What was intended 
Savage could not conjecture, and be- 
ing unwilling to enquire, feated him- 
felf with Sir Richard in it. The 
coaghman was ordered to drive on, 
and 
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and they hurried with the utmoft 
expedition to Hyde Park-corner, 
where they ftopped at a petty ta- 
vern, and retired to a private room. 
Sir Richard then informed his com- 
panion that he intended to publifh a 
-amphlet, and that he had invited 
him thither that he might write for 
him. ‘They then fat down to the 
work, Sir Richard di€tated, and Sa- 
vage wrote, till the dinner they had 
ordered was fet upon the table. Sa- 
vage being furprifed at the mean- 
nefs of the entertainment, after fome 
hefitation ventured to call for wine, 
which Sir Richard, not without fome 
reluétance, fuffered to be brought. 
When dinner was finifhed, they 
again fat down to their pamphlet, 
which they completed in the after- 
noon. Savage now imagined that 
his tafk was finifhed, and that Sir 
Richard would call for the bill; 
but he was deceived, for the knight 
told him, that he had no money, and 
that the pamphlet muft be fold be- 
fore the dinner could be paid for. 
Savage was, therefore, obliged to go 
and offer their new produétion to 
fale for two guineas, which, with 
fome difficulty, he obtained. Sir 
Richard then returned home, having 
retired that day only to avoid his 


creditors, and compofed the pam. 
phlet merely for the purpofe of dif- 
charging the reckoning. This anec- 
dote was related by Savage himfelf, 
who told another fhift equally un- 
common. Sir Richard having one 
day invited to his houfe feveral per- 
fons of the fir quality, they were 
furprifed at the number of liveries 
which furrounded ‘the table; and, 
after dinner, when wine and mirth 
had freed them from the obfervation 
of rigid ceremony, one of them en- 
quired of Sir Richard, how he could 
with his flender fortune maintain 
fuch an expenfive train of domeftics. 
Sir Richard freely confeffed that they 
were fellows of whom he witfhed 
much to get rid; and being afked 
why he did not difcharge them, he 
declared they were bailitts who had 
introduced themfelves with an exe- 
cution, and that, as he could’ not 
fend them away, he thought it beft 
to put them in livery, that they 
might do him fome credit while they 
ftaid. His friends were highly di- 
verted with this expedient, and by 
paying the debt, difcharged the at- 
tendants ; but they obliged Sir Ri- 
chard to promife that they fhould 
never find him again graced with 
fuch a retinue. 


DESCRIPTION or tne NATIVES or NEW SOUTH WALES, anno 


some ACCOUNT orf THe1rr CUSTOMS. 


ExTRACTED FROM CAP. 


TAIN 'TENCH’s NARRATIVE awxp P4ILLIP’s VOYAGE, 


HE inhabitants of New South 

Wales are far from. being a 
ftout race. of men, though nimble, 
fprightly and vigorous: the deficiency 
‘ of one of the fore teeth of the upper 
jaw, mentioned by Dampier, was ob- 
ferved in moft of the men, Gover- 
nor Phillip having remarked this, 
pointed out to them that he likewife 
had loft one of his front teeth; this 
occafioned a general clamour, and it 
was thought he derived fome merit 
from this circumftance, ‘Their or- 
pes of fight are far from being de- 
ective, as Dampier afferts; on the 
contrary, they appear to be very 


quick and piercing. ‘Their colour 
Captain Cook thinks is rather inclined 
to a deep chocolate than an’ abfolute 
black; but the filth they are covered 
with prevents the true colour of the 
fkin from’ appearing. At fome of 
their interviews with the Englifh, fe- 
veral droll inftances of their miftak- 
ing the negroes on board this fleet for 
their own countrymen, have occur- 
red. 

Notwithftanding the difregard they 
fhew for finery, they are fond of a- 
dorning themfelves with fears, which 
incteate their natural deformity. It 
is hardly poflible to imagine any thing 

more 





more h 
one of 
fcars ay 
fometin 
flefh fox 
if filled 
in -waric 
larly tk 
man, p 
fear on 
other p: 
timate 
ly hon 
perfora 
nofe, ar 
through 
and the 
tain Cc 
{prit-fai 
cuftom 
white | 
fexes; | 
the Pa 
beantift 
their co 
have m: 
them, e 
defence 
rudely | 
confined 
and fifh 
gree of 
therefor 
have no 
have be 
twine 
pears to 
the flax 
tation ; 
and fo v 
pearance 
thefe lir 
of the f 
look lik 
their ne 
loops, . v: 
each oth 
On x 
delineati 
and bir 
fith hook 
fhell, ve 
of-pearl, 
bait, an 
to be Jar 


ree eee reer 


a ee ee ee ee ee 


— wee 


Defeription of the Natives of New South Wales, y] 


more hideous in a human fhape than 
one of thofe favages fo f{carified: the 
fcars appear of a fingular nature; 
fometimes the fkin is raifed from the 
flefh for feveral inches, appearing as 
if filled with wind. Thefe fcars are 
in various parts of the body, particu- 
larly the breaft and arms, and one 
man, putting afide his hair, fhewed a 
fcar on his head, then pointing to 
other parts. of the body, feemed to in- 
timate that he thought himfelf high- 
ly honoured by *thefe marks. The 
perforation of the. cartilage of the 
nofe, and putting a long bone or ftick 
through it, was obferved in many, 
and the fame humorous name as Cap- 
tain Cook’s feamen applied to it (the 
fprit-fail yard) was continued. ‘The 
cuftom of daubing themfelves with 
white paint is frequent with both 
fexes; but, unlike the inhabitants of 
the Pacific Ocean, . they. reject the 
beautiful feathers which the birds of 
their country afford. The arts of life 
have made very little progrefs among 
them, exclufive of their ,weapons of 
defence and a few ftone hatchets, very 
rudely fafhioned, their se 29 is 
confined to manufa¢turing {mall nets, 
and fith hooks, which thew fome de- 
gree of ingenuity. The affertion, 
therefore, in Hawkefworth, that they 
have no nets, is falfe; fome of them 
have been brought to England: the 
twine of which they are made ap- 
pears to be compofed of the fibres of 
the flax plant, with very little prepa- 
tation; it is very ftrong and heavy, 
and fo well twifted as to have the ap- 
pearance of whip-cord. Some of 
thefe lines appear to have been made 
of the fur of fome animal, and others 
look like cotton, The mefhes of 
their nets are formed of very large 
loops, very artificially inferted into 
each other, but without any knots. 
On many of the rocks are found 
delineations of the figures of men 
and birds, very poorly cut. Their 
fith hooks are made of the infide of a 
fhell, very much refembling mother- 
of-pearl, When a fith has taken the 
bait, and is fuppofed to be too ttrong 
to be Janded with line, the cano¢ 1s 


paddled to fhore, and while one man 
gently draws the fifth along, another 
ftands prepared to ftrike it with a 
fpear, and in this attempt they feldom 
fail. 

The inhabitants occafionally difz 
play great marks of courage. An 
old man ftole a fpade, and was taken in 
the faét; Governor Phillip gave him 
two or three flight flaps on the fhoul- 
der, on which the old man feized 2 
{pear, and coming up to the Gover. 
nor, feemed, for fome time, deter- 
mined to ftrike, although he was then 
ferrounded by his officers and men. 

At times, the people near the new 
fettlement are much diftreffed for food. 
In the fummer they would eat neither 
the fhark or the fhingray, but in win- 
ter any thing was acceptable. <A 
young whale was driven on fhore, 
which they were bufily employed in 
carrying away: all the people now 
feen had large pieces of it, which ap- 
peared to have been at the fire long 
enough to fcorch the outfide only. 
In this ftate they always eat their fifh, 
never broiling it for more than a few 
minutes; they broil alfo the fern root, 
and another root, of which the plant 
is not yet known. They ufually eat 
together in families. Among the 
fruits ufed by them is a kind of wild 
fig, and they eat alfo the kernels of a 
fruit, refembling a pine-apple. In the 
winter months fifh is very fcarce. The 
inhabitants are thought to charge their 
fituation often. 

Their fenfe of fmelling appears 
very acute; one of them havin 
touched a piece of pork, held out his 
finger, for his companion to fmell, 
with ftrong marks of difguft. They 
will accept bread and meat, but ge- 
nerally throw it away foon after. Fith 
they accept very eagerly. 

From particular difcoveries, it is 
evident they burn the dead. The 
ground being obfersed to be raifed 
in feveral places, Governor Phillip 
caufed them te be opened, and in one 
of them found a jaw-bone, half con- 
fumed, ‘and fome afhes. From the 
manner in which the,afhes are depo- 
fited, it appears that the body as 





8 Defeription of the Natives of New South Wales.” 


been laid at length, raifed from the 
ground a little {pace, and confumed 
in that pofture; afterwards lightly 
eove ed with meuld, 

They feem perfectly honeft among 
themfelves, and will leave their fpears 
and implements on the beach, in full 
confidence of their remaining un- 
touched. , 

Of the ufe or benefit of cloathing, 
thefe people appear to have no com- 
prehenfion, though their fufferings 
from the climate they livein, ftrongly 
point ont the neceflity of a covering 
from the rigour of thefeafons. Both 
fexes, and thofe of all ages, are in- 
variably found naked. But it muft 
not be inferred from this, that cuf- 
tom fo inures them to the changes of 
the elements, as to make them bear 
with indifference the extremes of 
heat and cold; for we have had vi- 
fible and repeated proofs, that the 
latter affeéts them feverely, when 
they are feen fhivering, and huddling 
themfelves up in heaps in their huts, 
er the caverns of the rocks, until a 
fire can be kindled. 

Than thefe huts nothing more rude 
in conftruétion, or deficient in con- 
veniency, can be imagined. They 
confit only of pieces of bark laid to- 
gether in the form of an oven, open 
at one end, and very low, though 
long enough for a man to lie at full 
Iength in. There is reafon, how- 
ever, to believe, that they depend 
lefs on them for fhelter, than on 
the caverns with which the rocks 
abound. 

To cultivation of the ground they 
afeutter ftrangers, and wholly depend 
for food an the few fruits they ga- 
ther; on the roots they dig up in the 
fwamps; and the fifk they pick up 
along fhore, or contrive to ftrike 
from their canoes with fpears. Fith- 
ing, indeed, feems to engrofs nearly 
the whole of their time, probably 
from its forming the chief part of a 
fubliftence, which, obfervation has 
convinced us, nothing fhort of the 
moft painful Jabour, and unwearied 
aifiduity can procure. When fith are 
feaice, which frequently happen s 


they often watch the moment of out 
hauling the feine, and have more 
than once been known to plunder its 
contents, in fpite of the oppofition 
of thofe on the {pot to guard it: and 
this even after having received a part 
of what had been caught. The only 
refource at thefe times is to fhew a 
mufket, and if the bare fight is not 


fufficient, to fire it over their heads, § 


which feldom has failed of difperf- 
ing them hitherto, but how long 
the terror which it excitesmay con- 
tinue is doubtful. 

The canoes in which they fith, are 
as defpicable as their huts, being no- 
thing more than a large piece of bark 
tied upat both ends with vines. Their 
dexterous management of them, ad- 
ded to the fwiftnefs with which they 
paddle, and the boldnefs that leads 
them feveral miles in the open fea, 
are, neverthetefs, highly deferving of 
admiration. A canoe is feldom feen 
without fire in it, to drefs the fith 
by, as foon as caught : fire they pro- 
cure by attrition. 

From their manner of difpofing 
of thofe who die, as well.as from 
every other obfervation, there feems 
no reafon to fuppofe thefe people 
cannibals ; nor do they ever eat ani- 
mal fubftances in a raw ftate, unlefs 
prefled by extreme hunger, but in- 
difcriminately broil them, and their 
vegetables, ona fire, which renders 
thefe laft an innocent food, though 
in their raw ftate many of them are 
of a poifonous quality: as a poor 
convict who unguardedly eat of them 
experienced, by falling a facrifice 
in twenty-four hours aftérwards, If 
bread be given to the Indians, they 
chew and fpitit out again, feldom 
choofing to. fwallow it. Salt beef 
and pork they like rather better, but 
fpirits they never could be brought 
to talte a fecond time. 

The only doméftic animal they 
have is the dog, which in their lan- 
guage is called Dingo, and a good 
deal refembles the fox dog of Eng- 
land.» Thefe animals are equally thy 

of us, and attached to the natives. 
One of them is now in the poffeffion 
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of the Governor, and tolerably well 
reconciled to his new mafter. 

There is no part of the behaviour 
of thefe people, that has puzzled us 
more, than that which relates to 
their women. Comparatively {peak- 
ing we have feen but few of them, 
and chofe have been fometimes kept 
back with every fymptom of jealous 
fenfibility; and fometimes offered 
with every appearance of courteous 
familiaiity. Cautious, however, of 
alarming the feelings of the men on 
fo tender a point, we have conftantly 
made a rule of treating the females 
with that diftance and referve, which 
we judged moft likely to remove any 
impreflion they might have received 
of our intending ought which could 
give offence on fo delicate a fubjeét. 
And fo fuccefsful have our endeavours 
been, that a quarrel on this head has 
in no inftance, that I know of, happen- 
ed. The tone of voice of the women, 
which is pleafingly foft and feminine, 
forms a ftriking contraft to the rough 
guttural pronunciation of the men. 
Of the other charms of the ladies I 
fhall be filent, though juftice obliges 
me to mention, that, in the opinion 
of fome amongft us, they thew a de- 
gree of timidity and bafhfulnefs, 
which are, perhaps, infeparable from 
the female chara&ter in its rudeft 
ftate. It is not a little fingular, that 
the cuftom of cutting off the two 
lower joints of the little finger of the 
left hand, obferved in the Society 
Iflands, is found here among the 
women, who have for the moft part 
undergone this amputation. Hither- 
to we have not been able to trace 
out the caufe of this ufage. Ar firlt 
we fuppofed it to be peculiar to the 
married women, or thofe who had 
borne children; but this conclufion 
muft have been erroneous, as we 
have no right to believe that celibacy 
prevails in any initance, and fome 
of the oldeft of the women are with- 
out this diftinétion; and girls of a 
very tender age are marked by it. 

Among 2 party of the natives at 
Broken Bay, they found one woman 
who was remarkably talkative and 

Vor. V. 
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cheerful. This our travellers regard. 
ed as a fingalar inftance, as the wo- 
men of this country are. much more 
fedate than the men, and are appa- 
rently under great awe and fubjec- 
tion. They are treated with very 
little tenderneis, and many of them 
wete feen employed in the canoes 
with very young children at their 
breafts. 

The caufe of this amputation of 
the fingers of females only, has ‘ne- 
ver been difcovered; it muft, how- 
ever, be a very painful operation; 
efpecially confidering the imperfec- 
tion cf their inftruments, nothing 
having been feen'in the poffeffion of 
thefe people capable of performing 
this amputation, but a fhell fixed 
on a fhort ftick, and ufed for point- 
ing their fpears, and feparating the 
oyfters from the rocks. More fin- 
gers than one are never cut, and it 
is the fame finger in every fubjett. 

On firft fetting’ foot in the coun- 
try, we were inclined to hold the 
{pears of the natives very cheap. 
Fatal experience has; however, con- 
vinced us, that the wound inflicted 
by this weapon is not a trivial one; 
and that the fkill of the Indians in 
throwing it, is far from defpicable. 

From circumftances which have 
been obferved, we have fometimes 
been inclined to believe thefe people 
at war with each other. They have 
more than once been feen affembled, 
as if bent on an expedition, An 
officer one day met fourteen of them 
marching along in a regular Indian 
file, through the woods, each man 
armed with a fpear in his right hand,. 
and a large ftone in his left; at 
their. head appeared a chief, who 
was diftinguifhed by being painted. 
Though in the proportion of five to 
one of our people, they paffled peace- 
ably on. 

That their kill in throwing the 
{pear fometimes enables them to 
kill the kangaroo we have no-right 
to doubt, as a long fplinter of this 
weapon was taken out of the thigh 
of one of thefe animals, over which 
the flefh had completely clofed; but 
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we have never difcoyered that they 
have any method of enfnaring them, 
or that they know any other beafts 
but the kangaroo and dog.- What- 
ever ‘animal is fhewn them, a dog 
excepted, they. cali. kangaroo; a 
firong prefumption that the wild 
animals of the country are, very few. 

Soon. after our arrival. at Port 
Jackfon, I was walking out near a 
place where I obferved a party of In- 
dians, bufily employed in looking at 
fome fheep in an enclofure, and re- 
peatedly crying out, Kangaroo, kan- 
garoo! As this feemed to afford 
them pleafure, I was willing to in- 
creafe it by pointing out the horfes 
and cows, which were. at no great 
diftance. But-unluckily, at the mo- 
ment, fome female convicts, employ- 
ed near the place, made their ap- 
pearance, and all my endeavours to 
divert their attention from the la- 
dies became fruitlefs. They -at- 


tempted not, however, to offer them 
the leaft degree of violence or inju- 
ry, but ftood at the diftance of fe- 
veral paces, exprefling very fignif- 


cantly the manner they were at- 
tracted. 

It would be trefpafling on the rea- 
der’s indulgence were 1 to impofe on 
him an account of any civil regala- 
tions, or ordinances, which may pof- 
fibly exit among this people. I 
declare to him, that I know not of 
any, and that excepting a little tri- 
batary refpeét which the younger 
partt.appear to pay thofe more ad- 
vanced ip years, | never could ob- 
ferve any degrees of, {ubordination 
among them. To their religious 
rites and opinions I am equally a 
firanger. Had an opportunity of. 
fered of feeing the ceremonies ob- 
ferved at difpofing of the dead, per- 
haps, fome infight might have been 
gained ; but all that we at prefent 
know with certainty is, that they 
burn the corp{¢, and afterwards heap 
up the earth around it, fomewhat in 
the manner of the {mall tumuli, 
foundin many counties of England, 

The country is more populous than 
it was generally believed to be in 
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Europe at the time of our failing. But 
this remark is not-meant to be ex. 


tended to the interior parts of the 


continent, which there is every rea- 
fon to conclude from our refearches, 
as well as from the manner of living 
practifed by the natives, to be unin- 
habited. It appears as if fome of the 
Indian families confine their fociety 
and connections within their own 
pale: but that this cannot always be 
the cafe we know; for on the north- 
weft arm of Botany Bay, ftands a vil- 
lage, which contains more than a 
dozen houfes, and perhaps five times 
that number of people; being the 
moft confiderable eftablifhment that 
we are acquainted with in the coun- 
try. Asa ftriking proof, befides, of 
the numeroufnefs of the natives, I beg 
leave to ftate, that Governor Phillip, 
when on an excurfion between the 
head of this harbour and that of Bo- 
tany Bay, once fell in with a party, 
which confified of more. than three 
hundred perfons, two hundred and 
twelve of whom were men; _ this 
happened only on the day = fol- 
lowing the murder of two convié 
rufh cutters, and his Excellency 
was at the very time in fearch 
of the murderers, on whom, could 
they have been found, he intended 
to infliét a memorable and exempla- 
ry punifhment. The meeting was 
unexpected to both parties, and, con- 
fidering the critical fituation of -af- 
fairs, perhaps not very pleafing to 
our fide, which confifted but of 
twelve perfons, unti] the peaceable 
difpofition of the Indians was ma- 
nifeft. 

Some young gentlemen belonging 
to the Sirius one day :met a native, 
an old man, in the woods; he had 
a beard of confiderable length, which 
his new acquaintance gave him to 
underftand, by fignals, they would 
rid him of, if he pleafed ; throaking 
their chins, and fhewing him the 
fmoothnefs of them at the fame time; 
at Jength the old Indian. confented, 


and one of the youngfters taking 4 | 


penknife from his pocket, and making 
ufc.of the beh fubltitute for lather he 
could 
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could find, performed the operation 
with great fuccefs, and, as it proved, 
much to the liking of theold man, who 
in a few days after repofed a confi- 
dence in us, of which we had hither- 
to known no example, by paddling 
along-fide the Sirius in his canoe, 
and pointing to his beard. Various 
arts were ineffectually tried to induce 
him to entef the fhip; but as he con: 
tinued to decline the invitation, a 


of 


barber was -fent down into the boat 
along-fide the canoe, from whence, 
leaning over the gunne], he complied 
with the with of the old: beau, to his 
infinite fatisfaction. In addition to 
the confeq uences which:our fanguing 
hopes led us to expect from this 
dawning of cordiality, it affords 
proof, that the beard is confidered 
by this people more as an incum- 
brance than a mark of dignity. 


Some ACCOUNT or true CABINET or Me. VAILLANT, (wuose 
TRAVELS INTO THE InrERIOR ParRTS OF AFRICA WERE REVIEWED 
IN OUR MaGazine For APRIL). 


R. Vaillant was born at Suri- 
M nam; his father, who is a 
renchman, and who in a fecond 
pom ce ne a niece of the fa- 
mous thaave, was well informed 
in natural hiftory. ‘The fon had from 
his infancy an ardent thirft for the 
fcience which his parents loved and 
cultivated. Having failed from his 
native place to Holland, then - to 
France, he made a voyage to the Sou- 
thern part of Africa. Thus he’ has 
vifited three divifions of the globe, 
and in all has proved himfelf an 
indefatigable hunter and _ naturalitt, 
endowed with an ardent mind, and a 
courage equal to all encounters. -He 
has pafled a good part of his life in 
collefting for himfelf materials to 
form a cabinet. He has applied him: 
felf to the ftudy of the animal king- 
dom, and particularly to birds. How- 
ever, among the curiofities which are 
peculiar to his colleétion, there are 
many others he has acquired; which 
belong to Afia, and many ‘eountries 
which he has not vifited. y 
We find in his poffeffion, armouts, 
quivers, ornaments, fhells, and inftra- 
ments of the favages of Africa and 
America. ' 

A coliection of ferpents, lizards, and 
fifth, from South America, Among 
the fifh there is one vivapatoas, hi- 
‘therto unknown, and’ which is only 
ae inches long; and another, 

which is at ence both oviparous and 
vivaparous, that is to fay, that after 


it has brought forth eggs, it alfo 
brings forth living young ones, 

A colleétion of butterflies from the 
different parts of the world. 

A number of foreign quadrupeds, 
Among thefe is an animal hitherto 
unknown in France, and the largeft 
hitkerto known, fince it is. 16. feet 
4 inches high. This is the Giraffe, og 
Camelopardalis. 

Mr. Vaillant has. only brought 
home the fkin, ornamented with fat 
bots, and the head, but it:is not yee 
mounted, becaufe his apartment is 
not high enough, and he is obliged to 
a a. particular apartment for 
fach a moniter. 

A complete collection of birds of 
France, almoft: all sof them. in pairs, 
male and female. 

A complete~ collection of moths 
and flying infeéts,. -Adthough -thefe 
are not compofed of above Say {per 
cies, they, howéver, afford abeaumfal 
picture, as well from the brilliahcy,and 
the variety of the colours,ias:-from the 
minute fize of each individuals their 
fmallnefs appedts ‘the more ftriking 
when compared) with the large birds 
of prey, which are hung up on high.’ 

dt is not poffible to'enter into any 
detail on the different objects, I 
fhall only remark that among the 
birds, Mr. Vaillant has more than 
three hundred, which are not to. be 
met with in any cabinet in Europe ; 
and befides thofe’ which sare already 
put into cafes, he has many others 
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which are not yet mounted. He alone, 
aflifted by his family, prepares them, 
for his father, his wife, his fon, and 
every body about him are naturalifts. 
But what is the moft valuable is, he 
has found out the fecret to hinder the 
infects from injuring his animals. In 
moft cabinets they preferve them only 
by taking many and very troublefome 
precautions, and even then in a fhort 
time the fkin and plumes are injured. 
It is true that many naturalifts pretend 
to-have acquired the fame fecret ; 
M. Maneffe even publifhed a work on 
the fubje& lait year. But to prove 
the efficacy of their method requires 
fome years trial, which Mr. Vaillant 
has had. A great number of his 
birds have been preferved above fe- 
venteen years; fome are in glafs 
cafes, others in open cafes,and all are 
in perfect prefervation : nor are they 
{cented with camphor, or other fmells 
which are fo difagreeable in other 
cabinets. Formerly they had no me- 
thod. of preferving them but by drying 
them entirely ; he follows a different 
method, by which his birds, &c. ac- 
quire a degree of flexibility, and he 
will take the great feathers of their 


wings in his hand and form a fan 
with them. 

Among his cafes there is one which, 
from the beauty of the birds it contains, 
prefents a moft delightful {pectacle ; 
when the frefhnefs, the luftre, and 
brilliancy of their plumes are conf- 
dered, you would be fure they are 
alive. It is not poffible to fay which 
to-admire the moft, the variety of 
their attitudes or of their fhapes ; but 
the fpectator is particularly ftruck 
with the magnificence and boundlefs 
variety of their colours. ‘Here the 
pencil of nature is exhibited in all 
its luxury and ‘richnefs, and defies 
every attempt of human art to equal 
them, ‘ : 

The naturalift we are {peaking of, 
to the many amiable talents he pof- 
fefles, joins that of being an able de- 
figner, which he has given to many 
of his animals, Two young turtles, 
as white as fnow, which are under a 
glafs, by themfelves, are peculiarly to 
be admired. 

Mr. Vaillant, befides the travels he 
has publifhed, has an account of ano- 
ther preparing, in which he pene- 
trated further into Africa. 


Or tue FORM civen sy CERTAIN PEOPLE ro rHe1r CHILDREN’s 
HEADS. 


HERE are a great number, of 

i abfurd prattices which may be 
traced to a very highantiquity. Hippo- 
crates {peaks of a very ancient people, 
who inhabited the borders of the Black 
Sea, whom he calls Macrocephates, or 


Yong heads. Thefe people had the 
ftrange pradtice of preffing the head out 
in length of their new. born children, 
and among whom this method, -re- 

ted from generation to generation, 
fad at length rendered this conforma- 
tien of the head natural and hereditary. 

The greater part of the iflanders in 
the Archipelago, fome of the people 
of Afia, and even fome of thofe of 
Europe, ftill prefs their children’s 
heads out lengthwife. We may ob- 
ferve alfo that the Epirots, many peo- 
ple of America, &c. are all born with 


fome fingularity in the conformation 
of their heads ; either a flatnefs on the 
top, two extraordinary protuberances 
behind, or one of each bie, fingulari- 
ties which we can only regard as an 
effect of an ancient and ftrange mode, 
which at length is become hereditary 
in the nation. According to the re- 
port of many travellers, the operation 
of comprefling the head of a child 
lengthwife, while it is yet foft, is with 
a view infenfibly to enlarge the inter- 
val between the two eyes, fo that the 
vifual rays turning more to the right 
and left, the fight would embrace a 
much larger'portion of the horizon ; 
the advantage of which they are well 
acquainted with, either in the con- 
ftant exercife of hunting, or on a thou- 
fand other occafions. Ever fince os 
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16th century, the miffionarieseftablith- 
ed in the countries. inhabited by the 
favages cf America, have endeavoured 
to deftroy this cuftom, and we find in 
the feffions of the third council of 
Lima, held in 1585, a canon which 
exprefsly prohibits it. But if it has been 
reprefled one way, the free negroes 
and Maroons, although Africans, have 
adopted it, fince they have been efta- 
blifhed among the Caribs, folely with 


13 
the view of diftinguifhing their chil. 
dren, which are born free, from thofe 
who are born in flavery. | 

The Omaquas, a people of South 
America, according to P. Veigh, prefs 
the heads of their children fo violently 
between two planks that they become 
quite fharp at the top, and flat before 
and behind. ‘They fay they do this 
to give their heads a greater refem- 
blance to the moon. 


DESCRIPTION or a GENERAL HUNTING 1x NORTHERN ASIA, 
AGREEABLE TO THE Laws anv InsTITUTIONS OF THE MocuL 


Emperors. 


ae antiquity of Hunting is al- 
moft as great as that of the 
world, it has been the amufement at 
all times of the greateft princes. The 
Roman emperors fignalized them- 
felves greatly inthis exercife ; they 
made it a part of their grand public 
feafts, and followed it in great mag- 
nificence. But we may affert that 
the Mogul emperors have by far fur- 
paffed them all, as will appear by the 


defeription we are going to give of a 
general hunting, made under the 
reign of Genghis Khan, the firft em- 
peror of the Turks and Tartars, 
whofe pofterity fill reign in China, 
in India, and in Tartary. ‘This de- 
fcription is taken from ‘the original 


authors, who have written their 
hiftory, and confirmed by the cuf- 
toms of like huntings, continued 
‘by the emperors his fucceffors. 
The oriental authors who ¢onfirm 
this account, are all in the library of 
the French king, and thofe who are 
able to confult them in. the original, 
will find they perteétly agree with 
this defeription. 

Genghis Khan being at Termed, 
in the heart of winter, and being 
prevented by the rigour of the fea- 
fon from continuing the war, deter- 
mined to undertake a grand hunting 
match, to keep his foldiers in the ex- 
ercife of their arms. For this pur- 
pole, as Prince Toufchican, grand 
huntfman of the empire, was abfent, 
he ordered the wevien or fub-lieu- 


tenant general, to prepare a grand 
chace, and to extend it as far as he 
could. The sewvian, in execution of 
this order, informed all the hunt 
men thereof ; he told them the great 
extent of ground they were to for- 
round, and fent them away exprefs 
to fix the bounds. He afterwards 


‘commanded the officers of the army, 


in purfuance of the power he had 
over it, to follow the huntfmen as 
faft as they could, at the head of 
their troops, to occupy their refpec- 
tive quarters, and to act according 
to the orders they knew the emperor 
had pre(cribed to regulate the chafe. 
As foon as the officers had conduéted 
their foldiers to the rendezvous, they 
ranged themfelves in fingle, and in 
fome places in double files round 
the circle or vaft extent marked out 
by the huntfmen, and which the 
Moguls called Nerke. They then 
cauled it to be. publifhed, although 
every body before knew it, that. to 
drive any beaft out of that. circle 
wasa crime punifhable with death. 
This fpace thus marked out, occu- 
pied a march of four months, and 
inclofed a vaft extent of country, 
containing forefts, woods, &c. and 
all the beafls within them. The 
centre of this {pace to which all the 
beafts muft in the end be driven, was 
marked by a Jarge plain. 

The officers of the chace imme- 
diately difpatched couriers to the 
lieutenant general of the hunt, to 

acquaint 
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acquaint him with the difpofitions 
made, and to requeft his orders for 
the march. Thefe the lieutenant 
went to receive of the great Khan, 
and then diftributed them to the 
couriers, who immediately fet off to 
deliver them to the officers of the 
hunt, after having been acquainted 
with the emperor’s quarters, in order 
to find him the more readily when 
they returned ; not that his quarters 
were invariably fixed, for the prince 
often followed the motions of his 
troops ; but as it was always in one 
direction, whatever movement it 
made, they could always readily find 
him. 

The couriers had no fooner brought 
the orders to the officers of the hunt, 
than they delivered them to the of- 
ficers of the army. Immediately the 
tymbals, the trumpets, and the horns, 
are every where heard founding a 
march. The march begins every where 
at one time and in the fame man- 
ner, the foldiers marching as clofe as 
their numbers will admit, every one 

effing towards the center, and driv- 
ing the beafts before them. Behind 
marched the officers, attentive to the 
conduét of their men, and armed as 
for a military expedition. How- 
ever, though they were armed with 
helmets, bucklers, cimitars, bows, 
and a quiver full of arrows, axes 
and clubs, they were command- 
ed not to fhoot at or wound any 
of the beafts, whatever . violence 
they might commit. Severe punith- 
ments were denounced againft any 
one who fhould employ their arms 
againft them; they were only al- 
Fowed to make loud cries to frighten 
them, and to prevent their forcing 
the line, 

Thus they marched every day, 
driving the beats before them to- 
wards the center, and encamped 
every night. The military fervice 
was not however neglected ; a regu- 
lar.command was given, advanced 
guards and centinels were pofted: 
they were daly relieved ; thefe who 
did not do their duty regularly. were 
punifhed, alarms were frequently 


given, and in fhort every thing was 
punctually obferved asin a time of 
war. 

. The march continued for many 
weeks, till a large river which the 
troops could not ford interrupted it. 
They were then obliged to halt, and 
give notice to the others, in order al- 
ways to preferve an equality in their 
march; mean time thofe who had the 
river to pafs, pufhed on the beafts, 
who crofled it by {wimming. They 
afterwards pafied it on large flight 
leather bags, tied by cords; many- 
foldiers fat on thefe bags, tied to the 
tail of a horfe, the horfe paffed by 
fwimming, and drew the bags after 
him, being led by a man who was 4 
good fwimmer. 

Having paffed the river they refum- 
ed their march; this was always re- 
gular, and the circle decreafing’ as 
they advanced, the beafts began to feel 
themfelves prefied, and, as if they were 
fenfible of the defign to force them on, 
fome gained the mountains, others 
threw themfelves into the beft covered 
vallies, others, quitting the ordinary 
routes and paths, faved themfelves in 
the thicknefles of the forefts or copfes, 
which, when they perceived the ap- 
proach of the hunters, they would 
quit, to feek other retreats. Dens and 
even burrows could not efcape, for 
they had every kind of inftrument 
proper to open the ground, and there 
was not any animal, even the rabbit, 
which they did not force from their 
hiding places, At laft, for want of 
room, different {pecies mixed with 
each other. There were fome kinds 
of animals become furious, and gave 
much trouble. It was not without 
extraordinary exertions thatthefounds 
of the inftruments and the cries of the 
foldiers forced them to fly. 

As many of the animals took re- 
fuge on the mountains, as we have al- 
ready obferved, fome troops of hun- 
ters were detached to drive them from 
thence, which was not: effe&ted with- 
out difficulty, for it was not permitted 
to wound them, and they often re- 
fifted. Other troops defcended even 
down the precipices,which ferved as 
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retreats for certain animals, and thefe 
had not lefs trouble in driving them 
on. Nota beaft was left either in 
foreft or cavern. 

Mean time, couriers were difpatch- 
éd from all fides to inform the Khan 
of what paffed in the hunting, and to 
carry him an account of the princes 
and hunters {who joined in it, and of 
the diverfion it afforded, of the em- 
barraffments it occafioned, and of the 
different movements of the animals. 
The emperor, who had other views in 
this than merely hunting, went often 
himfelf to obferve the ftate of the 
troops, to fee if his orders were punc- 
tually obeyed, and that the military 
difcipline was not relaxed. 

The fpace to which this immenfe 
number of animals was confined, be- 
coming every day lefs, and it bein 
impoffible to force the wild beafts fur- 
ther forward, fome of thefe threw 
themfelves on the weaker animals, and 
deftroyed them; but this fury could 
not be long exercifed, for as the 
troops continued to drive them for- 
ward, and as they now began to draw 
within the compafs of ground, the 
emperor wifhed to have them, the 
lieutenant general, and the great huntf- 
man, caufed the trumpets, the tym- 
bals, and all forts of inftruments to 
found. This noife, joined to the 
cries of the hunters and foldiers,; cauf- 
ed fo great an alarm among the ani- 
mals, that they loft all their ferocity. 
‘The lyons and tygers grew tame, the 
bears and wild boars feemed like the 
moft timid animals, to be as it were 
aftonifhed. 


When the Khan faw thefe animals 
collected into the fmall fpace he had 
himfelf directed, he prepared to enter 
it, which he did to the found of trum- 
pets, holding a drawn fword in one 
hand, a bow in the other, and on his 
fhoulder a quiver full of arrows. He was 
accompanied by the princes his chil- 
dren, and all his general officers. He 
began the flaughter himfelf, attacking 
fome of the moft ferocious beafts ; 
fome of them refumed their native 
courage, and defended themfelves}well. 
He afterwards retired to an eminence, 
and feated himfelf on a throne. pre- 
cee for him, from ‘whence he ob- 
€rved the ftrength and addrefs of 
the princes and his officers, who at- 
tacked the animals; the lords after- 
wards entered, and made a great 
flaughter. 

Laftly, the princes, grandfons of 
Genghis Khan, followed by many of 
the young nobility, prefented them- 
felves before the throne, and befeeched 
the emperor to grant life and liberty 
to the peafts then remaining in the 
nerke ; this he agreed to, praifing the 
courage of his troops, who were im- 
mediately difmiffed to their quarters. 
The beats who had efcaped the arrows 
or the fword, perceiving themfelves 
no longer furrounded, efcaped, and re- 
gained their forefts and ancient re- 
treats, 

Such was this celebrated hunt, which 
lafted four months. It would have 
been continued longer, if they were 
not fearful of being engaged in it 
when the operations of war would 
commence. 


An ACCOUNT or tae .MARBLE MOUNTAINS in EGYPT, 


BY MR, 


E faw quantities of {mall pieces 

of various forts of granite, 

and porphyry, fcattered over the plain, 
which had been carried down by a 
torrent, agge ee from quarries of an- 
cient ages ; thefe were. white, mixed 


BRUCE. . 


all the mountains on the right hand 
were of red marble in prodigious 
abundance, but of no great beauty. 
They continued as the granite did, for 
feveral miles along the road, while 
the oppofite fide was all of dead green, 


with black: fpots; red, with green .Suppoted ferpeatine marble. 


veins and black fpots, After this, 


It was one of the moft extrao-di- 
nary 
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nary fights I ever faw; thefe moun- 
tains before us had all the appearance, 
the one of having been fprinkled over 
with Havannah, the other with Brazil 
fnuff. I wondered, that, as the red 
is neareft the fea, and the fhips going 
down the Abyflinian coatt obferve this 
appearance within lat. 26°, writers 
have not imagined this was called the 
Red Sea upon that account, rather than 
for the many weak reafons they have 
relied upon. The higheft mountain 
we found upon examination, to be 
compofed of ferpentine marble ; and 
through about one-third of the thick- 


nefs ran a large vein of jafper, green, Qu 


fpotted with red. Its exceeding hard- 
nefs was fuch as not to yield to the 
blows of a hammer ; but the works of 
old times were more. apparent in it 
than in any mountain we had feen. 
Duéts or. channels for carrying water 
tranfverfely, were obferved evidently 
to terminate in this quarry of jafper, a 
proof that water was one of the means 
ufed in cutting thefe hard ftones. 

The porphyry fhews itfelf by a fine 
purple fand, without any glofs-or glit- 
ter in it, and is exceedingly pleafant 


to theeye. It is mixed with thenative . 


white jand, and fixed gravel of the 
Jains. Green unvariegated marble 
1s generally feen in the fame moun- 
tain with the porphyry.. When the 
two veins meet, the marble is for fome 
inches brittle, but the porphyry of the 
fame hardnefs as in other places. 

The granite is covered with fand, 
and looks like ftone of a dirty brown 
colour ; butthis is only the change 
and impreffion the fun and weather 
have mace upon it; for upon break- 
ing it you [ee it is grey granite, with 
black f{pots, with a reddith caft, or 
bluth cver it. ‘This red feems to fade 
and fuffer from the outward.air, but 
upon working or polifhing the fur- 
face, this colour again appears. Ir is 
in greater quantity than the porphyry, 
and near the Red Sea. Pompey's 
pillar feems to have been from this 
quarry. 

Next to the granite, but never, 2s 


I obferved, joined with it inthe fame 
mountain, is the red marble. _It is 
covered with fand of the fame colour, 
and looks as if the whole mountain 
were fpread over with bricx dut. 
There is alfo a red marble with white 
veins, which I have. often. feen at 
Rome, but not. in principal fub- 
jects ; I have alfo feen it in Britain. 
The common. green, (called ferpen- 
tine) looks- as if covered with Bra- 
zil fnuff, Joined, with this green, 
I faw two famples of that beautiful 
marble they call Ifabella, one of them 
with a yellowith caft, which we call 
uaker-colour; the other with a 
blueifh, which is commonly termed 
Dove-colour. .Thefe two feem to di- 
vide the refpective mountains with the 
ferpentine. . In this. green, likewife, 
it was we faw. the vein of jafper, but 
whether it was abfolutely the fame 
with this, which is the bloody jafper, 
or blood-ftone, is what we had. not 
time. to fettle. 

I fhould firft have made mention. of 
the verde-antico, the dark green with 
white irregular fpots, becaufe it is of 
the greateft value, and neareft the Nile, 
This is produced in the mountains 
of the plain green or ferpentine, as is 
the jafper, and is not confiderable by 
the dult or any particular colour upon 
it. 

Firft, there is a blue fleaty ftone, 
exceedingly even and fmooth in the 
grain, folid, and without {parks or 
colour. Whea broken it is fome- 
thing lighter than a flate, and more 
beautiful than moft marble ; it is like 
the lava of voleanos, when polifhed. 
After lifting this, we come to the 
beds of tees antico; and here the 
quarrying is very obvious, for it has 
been uncovered in patches, not above 
twenty feet fquare. Then, in ano- 
ther part the green ftone has been re- 
moved, and another pit of it wrought. 

Mr. Bruce makes a very judicious 
obfervation, that from this difcovery 
we need no longer wonder from 
whence came the immenfe quantity 
of marble ufed by the ancients. 

REMARKS 
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REMARKS on. rut ASTRONOMY or tHe BRAHMINS., 


BY JOHN PLAYFAITIR, A. M. F.R. S. OF EDINBURGH, AND PROFESSOR OF 
MATHEMATICS IN THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH. 


1. (INCE the time when Aftro- 

nomy emerged from the ob- 
feurity of ancient ‘fable, nothing is 
better known than its progrefs through 
the different nations of the earth. 
With the era of Nabonaffar ‘regular, 
obfervations began to be made in 
Chaldea, the earlieft which have’ me- 
rited the attention of fucceeding ages. 
The curiofity of the Greeks was foon 
after direéted to the fame obje& ; they 
were the firft-who endeavoured to ex- 
plain and conneét by theory, the va- 
rious phenomena of the heavens, and 
the fyntaxis of Ptolemy continued 
for more ‘than five hundred years, 
without oppofition or improvement, 
to direét the aftronomers of Egypt, 
Italy, and Greece. After the fciences 
were banifhed from Alexandria, his 
writings made their way into the Eaft, 
and the caliphs of Bagdat cultivated 
aftronomy with fuccefs. The Perfians 
followed their example, borrowing 
whatever mathematical knowledge was 
ftill preferved. among the ruins of the 
Grecian empite. The conquefts of 
mo and Timour retarded, but did 
not ftop the progrefs of aftronomy in 
the Eaft; their grandfons were re- 
nowned for ‘their love of fcience. 
Mean time, being brought by the 
Arabs into Spain, it likewife found in 
Alphonfo of Caftille, both a difciple 
and a patron. Soon after, being car- 
ried into the North, it exercifed the 
genius of Copernicus, of Kepler, and 
of Newton, and became the moft per- 
fe& of all fciences. 

z. In the progrefé of aftronom 
from the Indus to the Ganges, there is 
fcarce a ftep which cannot be accu- 
rately traced. The various fyitems 
that have prevailed in all thofe coun- 
tries are vifibly connected with each 
other ; they are all derived from one 
original, and would incline us to be- 
lieve that the manner in which men 
begin to obferve the heavens and to 

OL. V. 


reafon about them, is an experiment 
of the human race which has been 
made but once. : ; 

It is therefore matter of curiofity 
to find beyond the Indus, a fyftem of 
aftronomical knowledge which appears 
to make no part of the great body of 
feience which has enlightened other 
countries of the earth; a fyftem in 
the hands of men which follow its 
rules without underttanding its:prin- 
ciples, and who can give no accotnt 
of its origin, except that it lays claim 
to an antiquity far beyond the period 
to which with us the hiltory of the 
heroic ages is fuppofed to-extend. 

3. We owe our firft knowledge of 
this aftronomy to Mr. La Loubere, 
who returning in 1687, from an em- 
bafly to Siam, brought with him an 
extract from a.Siamefe manufcript, 
which contained tables and rules for 
calculating the places of the fun-and 
moon. ‘The .manner in which the 
rules are Jaid down rendered the prin- 
ciples on which they are founded ob- 
feure. After that two other fets of 
aftronomical tables were fent to Paris, 
by the miffionaries of Indoftan, but 
they remained unnoticed till the re- 
turn of M. le Gentil from India, 
where he had been to obferve the tran- 
fit of Venus, in 1769. This acade- 
mician employed himfelf, during the 
long ftay which his zeal for: fcience 
induced him to make in that country, 
in acquiring a knowledge of the In- 
dian aftronomy, The Brahmins 
thought they faw in the bufinefs of 
an aftronomer, the marks of a caf that 
had fome affinity to their own, and 
began to converfe with M. Le Gentil 
more familiarly than with other ftran- 
gers, A learned Brahmin of Triva- 
lore, having made a vifit to the French 
aftronomer, inftruéted bim in the me- 
thods which he ufed for calculating 
eclipfes of the fun and moon, and com, 
m‘snicated to him the tables and rule 
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that are publifhed in the Memoirs of 
the Academy of Sciences, for 1772. 
Since that time the ingenious and elo- 
quent author of the Hiitory of Aftro- 
nomy, has dedicated an entire volume 
to the explanation and conpafifon of 
thefe different tables, where he has 
deduced from them many interefting 
conclufions. The fubje&, indeed, 
merited his attention, for the Indian 
aftronomy” has all the precifion necef- 
fary for refolving. the great queftions 
with refpeét to its own origin and 
antiquity ; and is, by no means, 
among the number of thofe imperfect 
fragments of ancient knowledge, 
-which can lead no farther than con- 
jeftore, and which an. aftronomer 
would gladly refign to the learned re- 
fearches of the antiquary, or the my- 
thologift. 

4. It is from thefe fources, and 
chiefly ftom the. elaborate inveftiga- 
tions of the Jaft mentioned work, that 
I have fele&ed the materials of the 
paper, which I have now the honor to 
lay before the fociety. 

5. The aftronomy of India, as you 
already perceive, is confined to one 
branch of the feience. It gives no 
theory, nor even any defcription of 
the celeftial phenomena, but fatisfies 
itfelf with the calculation of certain 
changes in the heavens, particularly 
of the eclipfes of the fun and moon, 
* and with the rules and tables by which 
thefe calculations muft be obferved. 
The Brahmin, feating himfelf on the 
ground, and arrangimg his fhells be- 
fore him, repeats the enigmatical 
verfes that are to guide his calcula- 
tion, and from his little tablet of palm 
leaves takes out the numbers that are 
to be employed in it. He obtains 
his refult with wonderful certainty 
and expedition ; but having little 
knowledge of the principles on which 
his rules are founded, and no anxiety 
to he better informed, he is perfectly 
fatisfied, if,-as it ufually happens, the 
commencement and duration of the 
eclipfe anfwer within a few minutes 
to his prediction. Beyond this his 
aftronomical enquiries never extend, 


and his obfervations, when he makes 


any, go no farther than to determiné 
the meridian line, or the length of the 
day at the place where he obferves. 

The objects, therefore, which this 
aftronomy prefents us, are principally 
three. 1. Tables and rules for cal- 
culating the places of the. fun and 
moon. 2. Tables and rules for cal- 
culating the places of the. planets, 
3- Rules by which the phafes of eclip- 
fes are determined. Though it is 
chiefly to the firft of thefe that out 
attention at prefent is to be direéted, 
the two laft will alfo furnith us with 
fome vfeful obfervations. 

6. The Brahmins, like all other af- 
tronomers, have diftinguifhed from 
the reit of the heavens, that portion 
of them through whichthe fun, moon, 
and planets continually circulate. 
They divide this fpace, which we call 
the zodiac, into twenty-feven, equal 
parts, each marked by agroup of ftars 
or a conftellation. This divifion of 
the zodiac is extremely natural in the 
infancy of aftronomical obfervation, 
becaufe the moon completes her circle 
among the fixed ftars, nearly in twen- 
ty-feven days, and fo makes an.a¢tual 
divifion of that circle into the twen- 
ty-feven equal parts. The moon too, 
it muft be remembered, was, at that 
time, the only inftrument, if we may 
fay fo, by which the pofition of the 
ftars on each fide of her path could 
be afcertained, and her own: irregu- 
larities were unknown; fhe was by 
the rapidity of her motion Eaftward, 
well adapted for this purpofe. It is 
alfo tothe phafes of the moon that we 
are to afcribe the common divifion of 
time into weeks, or portions of feven 
days, which feems.to have prevailed 
almoft. over the whole earth. The 
days of the week are dedicated by the 
Brahmins, as by us, to the feven pla- 
nets; and, what is truly Sageler, 
they are arranged precifely in the 
fame order, 

7. With the conftellations that 
diftinguith the twenty-feven equal 
fpaces, into which their zodiac is 
divided, the aftronomers. of India 
have conneéted none of  thofe figures 
of animals which are among us . 
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fo ancient, and yet fo arbitrary an 
original. M. Le Gentil has given 
us their names and configurations. 
They are formed, for the moft part, 
of fmall groups of ftars, fuch as the 
Pleiades or the Hyades, thofe be- 
longing to the fame conftellation 
being all connetted by ftraight lines. 
The firft of them, or that which is 
placed at the beginning of their zo- 
diac, confifts of fix ftars, extending 
from the head of Aries to the foot of 
Andromeda, in our zodiac, and occu- 
pying a fpace of about ten degrees in 
longitude, Thefe conftellations are 
far from including all the ftars in the 
zodiac. M. Le Gentil remarks, that 
thofe ftars feem to have been feleCted 
which are beft adapted for marking 
out, by lines drawn between them, the 
places of the moon in her progrefs 
through the heavens. At the fame 
time that the ftars in the zodiac are 
thus arranged into twenty-feven con- 
ftellations, the ecliptic is divided, as 
with us, into twelve figns, of thirty 
degrees each. ‘This divifion is purely 
ideal, and is merely for the purpofe of 
calculation. The names and emblems 
by which thefe figns are expreffed, are 
nearly the fame as with us ; as there 
is nothing in the nature of things to 
have determined this coincidence, it 
muft, like the arrangement of the days 
of the week, be the refult of fome an- 
cient and unknown communication, 
8. ‘That motion by which the fixed 
ftars all appear to move eaftward, and 
continually to increafe their diftance 
from the place that the fan occupies 
at the vernal equinox, is known to 
the Brahmins, and enters into the com- 
pofition of all their tables. ‘They 
compute this motion to be at the rate 
of 54” a year, fo that their anmus'mag- 
aus, or the time in which the fixed 
ftars complete an entire revolution, 
is 24,000 years. ‘This motion is too 
quick by fomewhat lefs than 4” a year ; 
an error tliat will not be thought 
reat, when it is confidered, that 
tolemy committed one of 14” in 
determining the fame quantity. Ano- 
ther circumftance, which is common 
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to all tables, and at the fame time pe- 
culiar tothe Indian aftronomy, is that 
they exprefs the longitude of the fun 
and moon, by their diftance from the 
beginning of the moveable zodiac, 
and not, as is ufual with as, by their 
diftance from the point of the vernal 
equinox. The longitude is reckoned 
in figns of 30° as already mentioned, 
and each degree is fubdivided into 60°, 
&c. Inthe divifion of time their a- 
rithmetic is purely fexagefimal : they 
divide the day into fixty hours, the 
hour into fixty minutes, &c. fo that 
their hour is twenty-four of-our mi- 
nutes, their minutes twenty-four of 
our feconds, and fo on. 

9. Thefe remarks refer equally to 
all the tables. We are now to take 
notice of what is peculiar to each; bee 
ginning with thofe of Siam. © 

In order to calculate for a given 
time, the place of any of the celeftial 
bodies, deve things are requifite. 
The firft is the pofition of the body 
in fome paft inttant of time, afcer- 
tained by: obfervation; and this in- 
ftant, from which every calculation 
mutt fet out, is ufually called the epoch 
of the tables, The fecond requifite 
is the mean rate of the planets mction, 
by which is computed the arch in 
the heavens, that it muft have de- 
fcribed in the interval between the 
epoch and the inftant for which the 
calculation is made. By the addi- 
tion of this to the place at the epoch, 
we find the mean place of the planet, 
or the point it would have occupied 
in the heavens, had its motion been 
fubje& to irregularity .The third is 
the correction, on account of fuch ir- 


- regularity, which mutt be added t# the 


mean place, or fubtraéted from it, as 
circumftances require, in order to 
have the true place, The correction 
thus made, is, in the language of af- 
tronomy, called ah equation; and 
when it arifes from the eccentricity of 
a planets orbit, it is called the equa- 
tion of the centre. 

10. The epoch of the tables of Siam 
does not go back to any very remote 
period. M. 9 by an ingenious 
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analyfis of their rules finds that it cor- 
refponds to the 21 ft of March, in the 
year 638, of our era, at three in the 
morning, on the meridian of Siam. 
This was the inftant at which the af- 
tronomical year began, and at which 
both the fun and the moon entered 
the moveable zodiac. Indeed, it is 
to be obferved, that in all tables, the 
aftronomical year begins when the 
fun enters the moveable zodiac, fo 
that the beginning of this year is con- 
tinually advancing with refpeé to the 
feafons, and makes the complete round 
of them in 24,000 years, 

From the epoch above mentioned, 
the mean place of the fun for any 
other time is deduced, on the fuppofi- 
tion that in 800 years there are contain- 
ed 292,207 dayss This fuppofition in- 
volves it in the length of the fydereal 
year, or the time that the fun takes to 
return to thé beginning of the moveable 
zodiac, and makes it confift of 365 
days,,6 hours, 12 minutes, 36 fe- 
conds. From this, in order to find 
~ the tropical year, or that which regu- 

lates the fealons, we muft take away 

21 minutes, 55 feconds, as the time 
which the fun takes to move over the 
54 feconds, that the ftars ate fuppofed 
to have advanced in the year, there 
will remain 365 days, 5 hours, 50 mi- 
nutes, 41 feconds, which is the length 
of the tropical year that is involved, 
not only in the tables of Siam, but 
likewife, very nearly, in all the reft. 
This determination of the length of 
the year is but 1 minute 53 feconds 
greater than that of De. la Caille, 
which is.a degree of accuracy. beyond 
what is to be found in the more an- 
cient. tables of our aftronomy. 

11. The next. thing, with which 
thefe tables prefent us, is a correc- 
tion of the fun’s mean place, which 
correfponds to.what we call the equa- 
tion of the centre, or the inequality 
arifing from the egcentricity of his 
orbit, in confequence of which he is 
alternately retarded and accelerated, 
his true place being for one half of 
the year, left behind the mean, and 
for the other, advanced before it, 
.The, point where the fun is placed, 
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when his motion is floweft, we call 
his apogee, becaufe his diftance from 
the earth is the greateft: but the In- 
dian aftronomy, which. is filent with 
refpect to theory , treats this point as no- 
thing more than what it appears to be, 
viz. a point in. the heavens, where the 
fun’s motion is the flowef pofible, and 
about go° diftant. from that, where 
his greateft inequality takes place. 
This greateft inequality is here made 
to be 2°, about 16’ greater than it is 
determined by the modern. aftrono- 
my of. Europe. «This difference is 
very confiderable, but we. thal] find 
that it is not to be afcribed wholly.to 
error, and that there was a time when 
the inequality in queftion was nearly 
of the magnitude here affigned to it. 
In the other point of the fun’s path 
this inequality is diminifhed, in pro- 
ortion to the fize of the mean diftance 
He the apogee, that is, nearly as in 
our own tables. The apogee is fup- 
ofed to be 80° advanced odin the 
Cmtins of the zodiac, and to retain 
always the fame pofition among the 
fixed ftars, or to move forward at the 
fame rate with them. Though this 
fuppofition is not. accurate, as the 
apogee gains upon the ftars about 10 
feconds annually, it. is much nearer 
the truth than the fyftem of Ptolemy, 
where the fun’s apogee is fuppofed 
abfolutely at reft, fo as continually to 
fall hack among the fixed ftars, by the 
whole quantity of the precifion of the 

equinoxes. 
12s In thefe tables the motions of 
the moon are deduced, by certainin- 
tercalations, from a period of nine- 
teen years, in which fhe makes nearly 
235 revolutions ; and it is curious to 
find at Siam, the knowledge of that 
cycle, of which the invention was 
thought to do fo much honour to the 
Athenian. aftronomer, Meton, and 
which makes fo great a figure in out 
modern calendars. The.moon’s apo- 
gee is fuppofed to have been in the 
beginning of the moveable zodiac, 
621 days after the epoch of the 2if 
of March, 638, and to make an entire 
revolution in the heavens in the {pace 
of 3232 days. The firlt of thefe 
fup- 
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Sippofitions. agrees with Mayer's ta- 
bles to lefs than a degree, and the 
fecond differs from them only by 11 
hours, 14 minutes, 31 feconds ; and 
if it is' confidered that the apogee is 
an ideal point in the heavens, which 
even the eyes of an aftronomer cannot 
direétly perceive, to have difcovered 
its true motion {fo nearly, argues no 
{mall cotreétnefs of obfervation. 

13. From the place of the apogee, 
thus found, the inequality of the 
moon’s motion, which is to reduce 
her mean to her true place, are next 
to be determined. Now, at the op- 
pofitions and conjunctions, the two 
greateft of the moon’s inequalities, 
the equation of the centre, and the 
ereétion both depend on the diftance 
from the apogee, and theréfore ap- 
pear but as one equality. They alt, 
partly, deftroy one another, fo that 
the moon is retarded or accelerated 
only by their difference, which when 
greatelt, is, according to Mayer’s 
tables, 4 deg. 57 minutes, 42 feconds. 
The Siamefe rules, which calculate 
only for oppofitions and conjunétions, 
give accordingly, but one inequality 
to’ the moon, and make it when 
greateft, 4 deg. 56 minutes, not z 
minutes lefs than the preceding. 

14. The Siamefe MS. breaks’ off 
here,.and does not inform us how the 
aftronomers of that country proceed 
in the remaining parts of their cal- 
culation, which they feem to have 
undertaken merely for fome purpofe 
in aftrology. M. Caffini, to whom 
we are indebted for the explanation 
of thefe tables; obferves, that they are 
not originally conftructed for the me- 
ridian of Siam, becaufe the rules di- 
re&t to take away 3 minutes for the 
fun, and 40 minutes for the moon, 
being the motion of each for 1 hour 
13 minutes from their longitudes, cal- 
culated as above. The meridian of 
the table is therefore 1 hour, 13 mi- 
nates, or 18° 15 minutes Weft of Si- 
am; and it is remarkable that this 
brings us very near to the meridian 
of Benares, the ancient feat of In- 
dian learning. The fame agrees near- 
ly with what the Hindoos call the 
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firt meridian, whiclt pafles through 
Ceylon and the Banks of Ramancor. 
We are, therefore, authorifed, or ra- 
ther, we are neceflarily determined to 
conclude that the tables of Siam 
came originally from Hindoftan. 

15. Another fet of aftronomical 
tables, now in the poffeffion of the 
Academy of Sciences, was fent to the 
late M. De Fife, from Chrifna- 
bouram, a town in the Carnatic, by 
Father Du Champ, about the year 
1750. ‘Though thefe tables have an 
obvious affinity to what have already 
been defcribed, they form a much 
more regular and extenfive fyftem of 
aftronomical knowledge. They are 
fifteeen in number, and include, be- 
fides the mean motions of the fun, 
moon, and planets, the equations to 
the centfe of the fan and moon, and 
two corrections for each of the pla. 
nets, the one of which correfponds to 
its apparent, and the other to its real 
inequality, They are accompanied 
alfo with precepts and examples, which 
Father Du Champ received from the 
Brahmins of Chrifnabouram, and 
which he has tranflated into French, 

The epoch of thefe tables is lefs an- 
cient than that of the former, and an 
fwers to the roth of March, at fun- 
rife, in the year 1491 of our era, 
when the fun was juft entering the 
moveable zodiac, by which almott all 
the Indian eras are diftinguifhed. 
The places which they aflign at that 
time to the fun and moon, agree very 
well with the calculations made from 
the tables of Mayer and De La Caille. 
In their mean motions, they indeed 
differ fomewhat «from them, but as 
they do fo equally for the fun and 
the moon," they: produce no error in 
determining the relative pofition of 
thefe bodies; nor® of: confeqaencey'in 
calculating the phenomena of'eclipfes,’ 
The fun’s apogee is: here fuppofed a 
motion {wifter than thatvofethe fixed 
ftares, by about one fecond ‘in: nine 
years, which, though: it falls greatly 
fhort of the truth does credit :to ‘this 
aftronomy, and’ is a ftrong:‘mark of: 
originality. The, equation of: the: 
fun’s centre. is forewhat« lefs, heres 
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than in the tables of Siam, it is 2 deg. 
ro minutes, 30feconds ; the equation 
of the moon’s centre is 5 deg. 2 mi- 
nutes, 47 feconds ; her path, where it 
interfeéts that of the fun, isfuppofed to 
make both of the apogee and node, are 
‘determined very near to the truth, 
16. Another fet of tables, fent from 
India, by Father Patouillet, were re- 
ceived by M. De ’Ifle, about the fame 
time with thofe of Chrifnabouram. 
They have no name of any particular 
place affixed to them, but as they con- 
tain a rule for determining the length 
of the day, which anfwers to the lati- 
tude of 16 deg. 16 minutes, M, Bailly 
thinks it~ probable that they come 
from Narfapou. , 
The precepts and examples which 
accompany thefe tables, though with- 
out any immediate reference to them, 
are confined to the calculations of the 
eclipfes of the fun and moon ; but the 
tables themfelves extend to the mo- 
tion of the planets, and very much 
refemble thofe of Chrifnabouram, 
except that they are given with lefs 
detail, and in a form much more 
enigmatical. The epoch of the pre- 
cepts which 'M. Bailly has revolved 
with great ingenuity, goes back no 
farther than the year 1569, at mid- 
night, between the 17th and 18th of 
rch. . From this epoch the places 
of the fun and moon are computed 
as in the tables of Siam, with the ad- 
dition of an equation, which is in- 
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deed extremely fingular. It refem> 
bles that correftion of the moon’s 
motion which was difcovered by Ty- 
cho, and which is called the annual 
equation, becaufe its quantity ‘de- 
pends not on the place of the moon, 
but on the place of the fun, in the 
ecliptic. It is every where propor- 
tional to the inequality of the fun’s 
motion, and is nearly a tenth part of 
it. The tables of Narfapour make 
their annual equation only 1, of the 
fun’s ; but this is not their only mif- 
take, for they diret the equation to 
be added to the moon’s longitude, 
when it ought to be fubtraéted from 
it, and qwice verfa. Now it is diffi. 
cult to conceive from whence the laft 
mentioned error has arifen; for though 
it is not at all extraordinary that the 
aftronomers who conftru¢ted thefe ta- 
bles, fhould miftake the quantity of a 
{mall equation, yet it is impoffible 
that the fame obfervations which in- 
formed them of its exiftence, fhould 
not have determined whether it was 
to be added or fubtraéted. Ic would 
feem, therefore, that fomething acci- 
dental muft have occafioned this error ; 
but however that be, an inequality in 
the lunar motions, that is found in no 
fyftem with which the aftronomers of 
India can have had any communica- 
tion, is at leaft a proof of the origi« 
nality of their tables. 
[To be continued.} 


EXPERIMENTS os tut CONGELATION or QUICKSILVER °1n 
ENGLAND. By Mr. RicHarp WaLkKER, IN A LETTER TO HENRY 


Cavenpisn, Esa, 


FROM THE PHILOSOPHICAL TRANSACTIONS. 


N December 28th, a favourable 
opportunity offered of begin- 
ning: fome experiments on the conge- 
tor i me 1 yee i 
or this el pr amixture 
of dilused ittiolic sci ‘(reduced by 
water till its fpecifig gravity was 
to that of water as 13,5596 to 1) 
and os faming nitrous acid, of 
each equal parts ; I preferred this mix- 





ture of acid, becaufe it has been 
found by Mr. M*Nab; in Hadfon’s- 
Bay, to be capable of producing much 
greater cold, when the temperature of 
the materials at mixing is very low, 
than the nitrous acid alone. 

The glafs tube -of a mercurial 
thermometer, with its bulb half filled 
with mercury was provided, this oc- 
curring to me as a convenient method 
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vf afcertaining when the mercury 
was congealed ; for if, after being 
fubjected to thecold of a frigorific mix- 
ture, the thermometer glafs fhould be 
taken out and inverted, and the mer- 
cury found to remain compleatly fuf- 
pended in that halfof the bulb now 
uppermoft, no doubt can remain of 
the fuccefs of the experiment. An 
hydrometer, with its lower bulb half 
an inch in diameter, and three-4ths 
full of mercury was likewife provided. 

In all experiments of this kind, I 
remove.each veffel, when the liquor 
it contains is fufficiently cooled, out 
of the mixture in which it is immer- 
fed, immediately previous to adding 
the fnow or falts, with intention to ge- 
nerate a {till further increafe of cold ; 
and likewife prefer adding the {now or 
powdered falts to the liquor, inftead 
of pouring the liquor upon thefe ; it 
is neceflary alfo to ftir about the fhow 
or falts, whilft cooling in a frigorific 
mixture, otherwife it will freeze into 
a hard mafs, and fruftrate the experi- 
ment. 

A half pint glafs tambler, contain- 
ing two ounces and a half of the 
above-mentioned diluted mixture of 
acids. and fnow, until the liquor it 
contained was cooled to 30°, was re- 
moved out of the mixture, and placed 
upon a table; {now, likewife, pre- 
vioufly cooled in a frigorific mixture 
to 15°, was added by degrees to the 
liquor in the tumbler, and the mixture 
kept ftirring until a mercurial thermo- 
meter funk to 60°, where it remained 
ftationary ; the hydrometer was then 
immerfed in the mixture (the ther- 
mometer glafs having been broken in 
the courfe of the experiment) and 
ftirred about in it for a fhort time, and 
on taking out and gently fhaking it, 
I perceived the mercury had already 
acquired the confiftence of an amal- 
gam, and after immerfing it again for 
afew minutes, and then takiag out and 
inverting it, I was gratified for the firit 
time, with the fight of mercury in a 
ftate of perfe& congelation. I applied 
my hand:to the inverted glafs bulb, this 
foonloofened thefolid mercur; , which, 
on fhaking the hydrometer, was dif- 
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tinétly heard t6 knock with force againt 
the glafs ; it was then immerfed a 
fecond time, and when taken out was 
found adhering to the glafs as before. 
I now inverted the glafs again, and 
kept it in that fituation until the whole 
of the mercury melted, and dropped 
down tes after globule into the 
ftem of the hydrometer, in about three 
or four minutes. Ina fucceeding ex- 
periment this circumitance was at- 
tended to, and the frozen’ mercury, 
weighing feven fcruples, was not en- 
tirely melted under feven minutes, the 
temperature of the air 3°, 

On December 30th, three ounces 
of a mixture compofed of ftrong fum- 
ing nitrous acid two parts, and ftrong 
vitriolic acid and water, each one 
pares wete cooled in.a half pint tum- 

ler immerfed in a frigorific mixture, 
till the temperature of the dilated 
mixture of acids was reduced to 30°. 
The tumbler was then removed ont of 
the mixture, and vitriolated natton, 
(Glauber’s falt) in a very fine powder, 
previoufly cooled to 14°, by a frigo. 
rific mixture, added by degrees to the 
liquor in the tumbler,* ftirring it to. 
gether until the mercury in the ther. 
mameter funk to 54°. The hydro. 
meter ufed in the former experiment 
with its lower bulb three-4ths fall of 
mercury, was now immerfed and ftirred 
about in the. mixture for a few mi. 
nutes, when on taking it out, and in- 
verting it, I had the fatisfation to 
find the fame proof of the mercury 
being frozen, as on the fcrmer in- 
ftance. Nearly four ounces of the 
ee falt was added, but I be- 
ieve fome was added after the great- 
eft effect was produced. I had no 
nitrated ammonia by me, otherwife I 
fhould have ufed it inftead of vitrio- 
lated natron alone, a mixture of thefe 
two falts in powder, in the proportion 
of feven parts of the former, to eight 
of the latter. The temperature of 
the room in which thefe experiments 
were made, was 30° each time, and 
the mercury taken from a jar, con- 
taining feveral pounds, 

By an experiment made on January 
roth, I found that mercury may be 

con- 
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congealed tolerably hard, by adding 
frefh fallen fnow, at the temperature 
of 32° to ftrong fuming nitrous acid, 
previoufly cooled to between 25° and 
30°, which may be very eafily and 

uickly effeCed by immerfing the vef- 
el, containing the acid, in a mixture 
of fhow and nitrous acid. 

On January the 12th, I repeated 
the experiment at the. Anatomy 
School, in Chrift’s Church. 

_.For. this, purpofe. were provided a 
fpirit, thermometer; graduated very 
Jow, and .a, mercurial thermometer 
graduated ta 76° ; two thermometer 
giaffes, .with bulbs very near; if not 
vite ap inch in diameter each, one 
filed with mercury.nearly to. the ori- 
fice of the tube, which was left open, 
the other with its bulb half filled ; and 
an. hydrometer with its lower bulb 
({confiderably Iefs than.either of the 
others) likewife half filled. with mer- 
cury ; the temperature of the room at 
this time 28°. . A pan, . containing 
nine ounces of the mixture of acids, 
pared as in the firft experiment, 
was placed in.a larger pan, containing 
nitrous, acid, and this in a frigorific 
mixture of, nitrous acid and {now, 
contained én another pan much larger. 
When the nitrous acid. in the fecond 
panwwas cooled by this mixture to 18°, 
and the mixed acids in the {malleft 
pan .nearly as much, fnow at fome- 
what between 20° and 25°, the tem- 
perature of the open air at the time, 
was added to the nitrous acid in the 
fecond pan, until the fpirit thermo- 
meter fake to.near 45°; then the 
hermometer, with its bulb half filled, 
was immerfed a fufficient time, and 
when taken out, the mercury in it 
was found congealed, and adhering to 
the glafs. . The pan containing the 
mixed acids, and which had been 
removed whilft the {now was added to 
make the fecond mixture, was now 
replaced in it, in order to be cooled ; 
and when the mixture of acids was 
reduced to the temperature of 34°, 
fnow previoufly cooled to 18° was 
added, keeping the mixture ftirred un- 
til the mercurial thermometer funk to 
60°; its temperature by the fpirit 


Experiments on the Congelation of Quick/ilver. 


thermometer was then found to be 
51°. The three glafles containing 
the mercury to be frozen, were now 
immerfed in this mixture, and having 
been moved about in it for a confi. 
derable time, during which the fpirit 
thermometer. rofe fcarcely one degree, 
were feverally taken out and exa- 
mined. 

As the examination of the frozen 
mercury was more.immediately under 
the infpection of Dr. Thomfon, I thall 
tranfcribe here that gentleman’s ac- 
count of the phenomena. 

** When the freezing mixture was 
fuppofed to have produced .its effects, 
the bulb which was completely filled, 
was taken. out, and broken on a flat 
ftone by a moderate ftroke .or. two 
with an iron hammer. This bulb was 
eleven or twelve lines in diameter. 

The folid mercury was feparated 
into feveral fharp and brilliant frag- 
ments, fome of which bore. handling 
for a fhort time before they returned 
to a fluid form. One mafs, larger 
than the reft, confifting of nearly one. 
third of the whole ball, afforded the 
beautiful appearance of flat plates, 
converging towards a centre. Each 
of thefe plates was about a line in 
breadth, at the external furface of the 
ball, becoming narrower as it fhot 
inwards. Thefe facets lay in very 
different planes, as is common in the 
fracture of any chryftallized ball, whe- 
ther of a brittle metal, or of the earths, 
as in balls of calcareous ftalactite.— 
The folid brittle mercury in the pre- 
fent inftance bore a very exact ~ a 
blance, both in color and plated ftruc- 
ture, to fulphurated antimony, and 
efpecially to the radiated f{pecimens 
from Auvergne, before they are at 
all tarnifhed, 

Inftead of a folid center to this ball, 
it feemed as if there had been a cen- 
tral cavity, of about two lines in dia- 
meter, a confiderable portion of which 
was evident in the fragment juft de- 
fcribed, at that part to which the 
radii converged. It is indeed poffible, 
that this may have been merely the 
receptable of fome part of the mer- 
cury remaining fluid at ‘the center. 

The 





The 
its et 
derif 
fharf 
brilli 
any € 
amal 
In 
only 
its uf 
tact 
furfa 
com) 
pied 
datio: 
conce 
phere 
in the 
flatter 


Experiments on the Congelation of Quickfiver. 


The hollow within was fhining, ‘but 
its edges were neither foft nor moul- 
dering: on ’the contrary, they were 
fharp and well defigned: nor was the 
brilliancy of the radii attributable to 
any exudation of mercury as from an 
amalgam. 

In two fmaller bulbs, which were 
only half filled, the mercury preferved 
its ufual laftre on the furface in con- 
tat with the glafs, as well as on that 
furface which it had acquired in be- 
coming folid.. The latter was occu- 
pied by a conical depreffion, the gra- 
dations of which were marked by 
concentric lines One of thefe hemif- 
pheres was ftruck with a' hammer, as 
in the former inftance, but was rather 
flattened “and cruthed than broken. 
The other, ov being divided with a 
tharp chiffel, fhewed a metallic fplen- 
dour on its cut furface, but not equal- 
ling the polifh of a globule of fluid 
mercury. 

Thirteen ounces of fnow in the 
whole were found to have been added 
to the mixed acids; but fome was 
added to Jower its temperature after 
the glaffes containing the mercury 
were taken out, and the fpirit thermo- 
meter had rifen a few degrees. 

This was a day remarkably favour- 
able for fuch an experiment; my 
thermometer, expofed to the open air, 
ftood at three quarters paft eight in 
the morning at-i+6°, which is 4 very 
extraordinary degree of cold here ; but 
this experiment was not begun till noon. 

On Jans 14. I froze mercury at 
the Anatomy School again. 

Four ounces now of the mixture of 
acids, prepared as in the firft experi- 
ment, were cooled in a tumbler to 
20°, which required fomewhat more 
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than an equal weight of fnow, cooled 
nearly to the fame temperature, to pro- 
duce the. greateft effect. This was 
fomewhat lefs than in the laft experi- 
ment, the {pirit thermometer finking 
no lower than 46°, owing chiefly to 
the weailfer having become much 
warmer; the temperature of the open 
air being now -}-36°. The mercurial 
thermometer immerfed in this mix- 
ture funk to 55°, where it became 
ftationary ; then two thermometer 
glaffes, one half filled with mercury, 
and the other filled to a confiderable 
height up the tube, after being im- 
merfed fome time, were examined. 
Upon breaking the fhell of glafs from 
the former of thefe, the mercury was 
found in a perfeéily folid ftate ; burt 
its upper furface, which was highly 
polifhed, and of the colour of liquid 
mercury, inftead of being only flightly 
depreffed, as had been feen in every 
other inftance, now formed a perfedily 
inverted hollow cone. This great de- 
preffion, as well as the concentric 
circles mentioned in a formerinftance, 
I fuppofe, might be owing to a rota- 
tory motion accidentally given to it 
whilft congealing. The. folid mer- 
cury was beaten out, but having been 
fuffered: to lie fome time on the table 
for infpeétion, very quickly melted 
into liquid globules. The flexibility 
of folid mercury was clearly to be ob- 
fervedin this beautiful fpecimen, for 
the external furface, particularly the 
upper thin rim of. the concave part, 
was evidently bent by the firft gentle 
ftroke of the hammer. The ah of 
mercury in the other glafs, which 
was very finall, exhibited nearly the 
fame phenomena, as in the inftances 
before mentioned, 


A NaTION BORDERING ON 


ABYSSINIA, DescriBED BY Mr. BRUCE, 1n nis TRAVELS To DISCo- 
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(Continued from Page 433 of Vol. IV.) 


O one can doubt, but that the 

1 conftant habit of feeing people 

of all ages naked at all times, in the 
Vou, V. 


ordinary tranfaétions and neceflities ot 
life, muft greatly check unchafte pro- 
penfities. But there are fill further 

reafons 
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eafons why, in the nature of things, 
an extraordinary vehemence of paf- 
fion fhould not fall to be a diftin- 
guifhing charaéteriftic among the 
Shangalla. Fahrenheit’s thermometer 
rifes there beyond 100°. A violent re- 
laxation, from profufe peffpiration, 
muft greatly debilitate the favage. In 
Arabia and Turkey, where the whole 
bufinefs of man’s life is the devoting 
himfelf to domeftic pleafure, men 
remain conftantly ina fedentary life, 
eat heartily, avoiding every manner 
of exercife, or expence of animal 
fpirits by fweats. Their countries 
too are colder than that of the Shan- 
galla, who, living fparingly under 
a burning fun, and obliged to pro- 
cure food by laborious hunting, of 
confequence deprive themfelves of 
that quantity of animal fpirits necef- 
fary to lead them to any extreme of 
voluptuoufnefs. And that this is 
the cafe is feen in the conftitution 
of the Shangalla women, even though 
they are without fatigue. 

The Shangalla have no bread: No 
gtain or pulfe will grow in the coun- 
try. Some of the Arabs, fettled at 
Ras el Feel, have attempted to make 
bread of the feed of the Guinea 
grafs; but it is very taftelefs and 
bad, of the colour of cow dung, and 
quickly producing worms. 

They are all archers from ‘their 
infancy. ‘Their bows are all made 
of wild fennel, thicker than the 
common proportion, and about feven 
feet long, and very elaitic. The chil- 
dren ufe the fame bow in their in- 
fancy that they do when grown 
up; and are, by reafon of its length, 
for the firft years, obliged to hold it 
parallel, inftead of perpendicular to 
the horizon. Their arrows are full 
a yard-and a half long, with large 
heads of very bad iron rudely thaped. 
They are, indeed, the only favages 
I ever knew that take no pains in the 
make or ornament of this weapon, 
A branch of a palm, ftript from the 
tree and made itraight, becomes an 
arrow ; and none of them have wings 
tothem. They have this remark- 
able guitom, which is a religious 
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one, that they fix upon their bows 
a ring or thong, of the tkin of every 
beaft flain by it, while it is yet raw, 
from the lizard and ferpent up to 
the elephant. This gradually ftiftens 
the bow, till being all covered over, 
it can be no longer bent even by its 
mafter. -That bow is then hung 
upon atree, and a new one is made 
in its place, till the fame ¢ireum- 
ftance again happens; and one of 
thefe bows, that which its mafter 
liked beft, is buried with him, in 
hopes of its rifing again materially 
with his body ; when he fhall be 
endowed with a greater degree of 
ftrength, without fear of death, or 
being fubjeéted to pain, with a ca- 
pacity to enjoy in excefs every hu- 
man pleafure. There is nothing, 
however, fpiritual in this refurrec- 
tion, nor what concerns the foul, but 
it is wholly corporeal and material ; 
although fome writers have. plumed 
themfelves upon their fancied dif- 
covery of what they call the favages 
belief of the immortality of the foul. 

Before I take leave of this fubjeét, 
I muft again explain, from what I 
have already faid, a difficult paffage 
in claffical hiftory. Herodotus fays, 
that, in the country we have been 
juft now defcribing, there was a na- 
tion called Macrobii, which was cer- 
tainly not the real name of the Shan- 
galla, but one the Greeks had given 
them, from a fuppofed circumftance 
of their being remarkable long livers, 
as that name imports. hele were 
the weftern Shangalla, fituated be- 
low Guba and Nuba, the gold coun- 
try, on both fides of the Nile north 
of Fazuelo. 

If the fituation of thefe Macrobii 
in Ptolemy, did not put it paft dif- 
pute that they were Shangalla, we 
fhould hefitate much at the charac- 
teriftic of the nation ; that they were 
long livers; none of thefe nations 
are fo ; I fearcely remember an ex- 
ample fairly vouched of a man paft 
fixty. But there is one circumftance 
that I think might have fairly led 
Herodotus into this miftake; fome 
of the Shangalla kil) their fick, — 

an 
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and aged people; there are others 
that honour old age, and proteét it. 
The Macrobii, I fuppofe, were of 
this laft kind, who certainly, there- 
fore, had many old men, more than 
the others. 1 fhall now juft men- 
tion one other obfervation tending to 
illuftrate a paflage of ancient hiftory. 

Hanno, in his Periplus, remarks, 
that, while failing along the coaft of 
Africa, clofe by the fhore, and pro- 
bably near the low country called 
Kolla, inhabited by the kind of peo- 
ple we have been juft defcribing, 
he found an univerfal filence to pre- 
vail the whole day, without any ap- 
pearance of man or beaft; on the 
contrary, at night, he faw a number 
of fires, and heard the found of 
mufic and dancing; this has been 
laughed at as a fairy tale by people 
who affect to treat Hanno’s frag- 
ment as {purious. For my own part, 
I will not enter into the contro- 
verfy, 

A very great genius, (in fome 
matters, perhaps, the greateft that 
ever wrote, and in evéry thing that 
he writes highly refpectable) M. de 
Montefquieu, is perfeétly fatisfied 
that this Periplus of Hanno is ge- 
nuine; and it is a great pleafure 
again to endeavour to obviate any 
doubt concerning the authenticity 
of the work in this fecond paffage, 
as I have before done in another. 

In countries, fuch as thofe that we 
have been now defcribing, and fuch 
as Hanno was then failing by, when 
he made the remark, there is no 
twilight. The ftars, in their full 
brightnefs, are in poffeffion of the 
whole heavens, when in an inftant 
the fun appears without a harbinger, 
and they all difappear together. We 
fhall fay, at fun rifing the ther- 
mometer is from 48° to 68°; at 
three o’clock in the aftermoon it is 
from 100° to 115°. An univerfal re- 
Rxation, a kind of irrefiftible lan- 
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guor and averfion to all action, takes 
poffefion of both man and beaft; the 
appetite fails, and fleep and quiet are 
the only things the mind is capable 
of defiring, or the body of enduring. 
Cattle, birds, and beaits, all flock to 
the fhade, and to the neighbourhood 
of running ftreams, or deep ftagnant 
pools, and there, avoiding the effects 
of the fcorching fun, pant in quiet 
and inaction. From the fame mo- 
tive, the wild beaft ftirs not from hig 
cave; and for this, too, he has an 
additional reafon, becaufe the cattle 
he depends upon for his prey, do 
not itroll abroad to feed; they are 
afleep and in fafety, for with them 
are their dogs and their fhepherds. 

But no fooner does the fun fet, than 
a cold nightinftantly fucceeds a burn- 
ing day; the appetite immediately 
retarns ; the cattle fpread themfelves 
abroad to feed, and pafs quickly out 
of the fhepherd’s fight into the reach 
of a multitude of bealts, feeking for 
their prey. Fires, the only remedy,- 
are every where lighted by the fhep- 
herds, to keep thefe at a refpectful 
diftance, and dancing and finging 
at once exhilarate the mind, and 
contribute by alarming the heafts of 
prey, to keep their flocks in fafety, 
and prevent the bad effedts of fevere 
cold. This was the caafe of the ob- 
fervation Hanno made in {failing 
along the coaft, and it was true when 
he made it; juft the fame may be 
obferved fill, and will be, fe long 
as the climate and inhabitants are 
the fame. 

I have been more particular ih 
the hiftory of this extraordinary na- 
tion, becaufe I had, by mere acci- 
dent, an opportunity of informing 
myfelf fully,and with certainty cone 
cerning it; and, as it is very impro- 
bable that fuch an opportunity will 
occur again to any European, I 
hope it will not be ungratefully ré 
ceived. ' 





( 28) 


ACCOUNT or rut G 


BY HENRY MACKENZIE, 


O country perhaps affords a 

more intereiting literary fpe- 
culation than Germany. For re- 
fearches in fcience and philofophy, 
for laborious inveftigations into the 
principles of public polity and the 
law, the had Jong been confpicuous ; 
but till very Jatelv fhe made fcarce 
any*pretenfion to fame in the other 
departments of literature, which ufu- 
ally precede the more abitra&t and 
Jaborious purfuits. Even in hiftory, 
her writers were few, but of poetry 
and Belles Lettres, fcarce a trace was 
to be found, and of the very little of 
either, which the authors of that 
country produced, the language in 
which they conveyed it was a foreign 
one. But of lateGermany begins to 
exert herfelf in the more elegant 
walks of literature, with an uncommon 
degree of ardour ; and in her literary 
afpe& the prefents herfelf to our obfer- 
vation in a fingular point of view, 
that of a country arrived at maturity, 
along with the neighbouring nations, 
in the arts and fciences, in the plea- 
fures and refinements of manners and 
fociety, and yet only in its infancy 
with regard to writings of tafte and 
imagination. Thefe, however, from 
this very circumftance, fhe purfues 
with an entliufiafm, which no other 
fituation. could perhaps have produ- 
ced ; the enthufiafm which novelty 
infpires, and which the feverity in- 
cident to a more cultivated and cri- 
tical ftate of literature does not re- 
edtrain. 

Since the time of Haller, (who, by 
.a.extraordinary combination of ta- 
.lontsy united the-ceepeft abftraction of 
jfcieace with the eafe and pleafantry 
of Ure lighteft poetry) and of Gellert, 

the La Fontaine of Germany, that 
country has thrown into the circle 
doseage greater variety of pro- 

n€tions in Poetry and Belles Lettres, 
than any other nation of Europe. 


sree 


~ 
dA wwe AT 


ERMAN THEATRE, 
ESQ. F.R. Ss EDINBURGH. 


While other ‘countries have been ap- 
plying themfelves chiefly to moral, 
phyfical, and geographical enquiries, 
Germany, remounting as it were to 
the fources of ancient infpiration, has 
given tothe world works of that crea- 
tive fort, which are feldom produced 
in thofe later times, when fancy and 
imagination give place to the fober 
certainties of fcience and philofophy. 
Among thofe works of imagination, 
it is fufficient to mention feveral epic 
oems,, one of which at leaft, the 
Meffiah, of Klopftock, is of the moft 
acknowledged and univerfal reputa- 
tion. 

The language of Germany, how- 
ever, has not yet attained, as thofe 
who know it inform us, that perfec- 
tion and regularity neceflary to ftamp 
the highe% value un the productions 
compofed in it. Its currency, for the 
fame reafon, is far from extenfive, and 
therefore the original German works 
are {carce.read at all beyond the cir- 
cle of the empire. 

French and Englith tranflators, par- 
ticularly the former, have made up to 
ftrangers the lofs which this would 
otherwife have oceafioned. 

As thedraina of every country marks 
more ftrongly than any other of | its 
produétions, the features, both of its 
genius and of its manners, I thought 
I fhould afford a not unacceptionable 
piece of information, by giving an 
account of thoie publications, accom- 
panied, as it naturally muit be, with 
fome remarks on dramatic compofi- 
tion in general, arifing from, the par- 
ticular obfervations excited, by, the 
works ingueftion. _ Neither that ac- 
count, nor thofe remarks, will pre- 
tend to completenefs or regularity. 
Written amidit a variety of other oc- 
cupations, with but little leifure either 
of time or of mind, I only mean them 
as prefenting to the members of this 
fociety a fketch of fomething that 

merits 





mér 
duft 
men 
whi 
ced 
eo 
rit 
trad 
by t 
iso 
thea 
deg 
172 
fop! 
und 
man 
ftate 
tran 
ort 
long 
bets 
any 
ort 
few 
to pr 
the 
of C 
reer 
his « 
hap, 
in tl 
priv 
acto 


Account of the German Theatré. 


mérits the further enquiry of the in- 
duftrious, and which, as an amufe- 
ment, will well repay the time 
which the unemployed may be indu- 
ced to beftow on it. It appears by a 
reliminary difcourfe prefixed to Mr. 
Friedel’s tranflation, Scocerhie con- 
tradi@ed, but without much effect, 
by the preface of Mr. Junker, that it 
is only at a very late period that the 
theatre of Germany has arrived at any 
degree of perfection, In the year 
1727, Gottfched, Profeffor of Philo- 
fophy, in the Univerfity of Leipfic, 
undertook a reformation of the Ger- 
man ftage, till that time fank in a 
ftate of barbarifm. But he gave only 
tranflations of French plays, with one 
or two miferable originals of his own, 
long fince forgotten. It was not till 
between the years 1740 and 1750, that 
any performance of merit appeared, 
or that actors of eminence (with very 
few exceptions) feem to have exifted 
to perform them. About that period 
the celebrated Eckhof, the Rofcius 
of Germany, began his theatrical ca- 
reer, in which he continued to delight 
his countrymen till his death, which 
happened in 1778, a year remarkable 
in the annals of the ftage, fince it de- 
prived the world of three of its greateft 
actors, Le Kain, Garrick, and Eckhof. 
Befides the low ftate of polite lite- 
rature in Germany before that pe- 
riod, of which I have taken notice 
above, the {mall extent of each in- 
dividual fate muft neceffarily have 
obftructed the progrefs of theatrical 
exhibition, The eftablifhment of a 
goad theatre is too expenfive for the 
imited revenues of the fmaller po- 


tentates, among whom great part of 


Germany is divided. At Vienna, 
Berlin, and Drefden, there were thea- 
tres {upported at very confiderable 
expence ; but thefe, I believe, were 
defined for the opera. This would 
indeed naturally be the cafe, where 
the entertainment was meant for the 
Court. Dramas that roufe paffions, 
that fhake the foul, afford pleafure on- 
ly to the body of the people ; the 
great and the fathionable relifh much 
more thofe f{pecies of entertainment 
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which gratify the finer fenfes, or amufe 
the lighter fancy of the indolent and 
the voluptuous. Mafic and dancing, 
or mufical dramas which include both, 
are always their favourite amufements, 

The progrefs of the German flage 
mutt have alfo been confiderably im- 
peded by the circumftance of the lan- 
guage being fo different in different 
parts of the empire; as of courfe to 
make French the common language 
of the better fort of people. 

Ia the year 1747, Lefling, whom 
the Germans regard as the chief of 
their dramatic authors, produced his 
firft comedy at Leipfic, and from this 
time downwards, a variety of authors 
of genius contributed to form and 
to eitablifh the theatrical tafte of Ger- 
many. Their attempts, however, 
feem {till to have been obftruéted by 
the particular fituation of the country. 

No capital, like Paris and London, 
united or rewarded their efforts. The 
King of Pruflia, from whom one 
would have looked for literary pa- 
tronage, had always a prepofleffion for 
French, and a contempt for German 
literature. We find him therefore 
beftowing high honours on Le Kain, 
who aéted occafionally on a French 
theatre, eftablifhed at. Berlin, but 
never interefting himfelf about the 
eftablifhment of a German ftage. Ir 
is pretty remarkable that the Mufes of 
the empire found protection and fup- 
port chiefly from perfons engaged in 
commerce, the firft theatres of any 
eminence being built by merchants of 
Leipfic and Hamburg. After the 
conclufion of the laft war, however, 
the theatre appears to have received 
confiderable encouragement at Vien- 
na, Berlin, Manheim, and Drefden. 

About this period, the tafte for fen- 
timental and pathetic writing began 
to be wonderfully prevalent 1n Ger- 
many. The works of Sterne, and fe- 
veral other Englifh authors of the fame 
clafs, were read with the greateft avi- 
dity. Iremember to have been told 
of a club or fociety inflituted at fom¢ 
town in Germany, whofe name was 
taken from the fraf-bax, which forjrs 
a ftriking incident in the celebrated 

fore 
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flory of the monk in the Sentimental 
Journey. The poems of Wieland, 
Gefner, Weiffe, &c. are full of the 
moft refined fentiment and fenfibi- 
lity ; and the celebrated Sorroqs of 
Werter, of Goethe, carries thofe qua- 
lities to that enthufiaftic height, 
which has fo much captivated the 
young and the romantic of every 
country it has reached. 

This prevalence of highly refined 
fentiment feems commonly the at- 
tendant of newly introduced litera- 
ture, when letters are the property 
of a few fectuded men, and have not 
yet allied themfelves to the employ- 
ments or the feelings of fociety. 
The fame thing took place at the 
revival of lettdrs in Europe after the 
Tong night of the middle ages. The 
Platonic love of the ancient ro- 
mance, and of the poetical dialogue 
of the Provincials, was the produce 
of the fame high- wrought and meta- 
phyfical fentiment, which is the na- 
tural refult of fancy and feeling, un- 
tutored by a knowledge of the world, 
or the intercourfe of ordinary life. 

We are not therefore to wonder, 
$f, amidft what we might be apt to 
term refinement in point of fenti- 
ment and expreflion, we fhoufd find 
in thofe German dramas, a difregard 
for the regularities and the decorum 
of the ftage, which is confidered as 
marking a very rude ftate of the 
dramatic art. Such difregard, in 
effe&t, fome of thofe dramas exhibit 
in aremarkable degree. The icene 
is fullied with murder, and disfi- 
gured with madnefs, as often as 
that of the ancient Englifh tragedy. 
And in one of the plays of this col- 
leétion, in point of tendernefs and 
paffion a performance of very high 
merit, Agnes Bernau, the heroine of 
the piece, is executed on the flage in 
a manner as repugnant to the deli- 
cacy or dignity of theatrical fituation 
as can be well imagined, to wit, by 
being drowned ; and one of the exe- 
cutioners is exhibited pufhing her 
down into the water, when fhe at- 
tempts to fave herfelf. 

This difregard of rule, and this 


licence of the fcene, are attended 
with many unfavourable, and yet 
perhaps with fome fortunate effeéts. 
The rules of found and liberal cri- 
ticifm certainly produce in the hands 
of great ability and genius, the moft 
exquifite and delightful performan- 
ces. Yet there is a certain reach of 
genius, which they may reftrain 
from exertions that might fometimes 
accomplifh very laudable produc. 
tions. There are moments of pecu- 
liar warmth of imagination, and fe- 
licity of language, which, in the 
courfe of a work where fancy is in- 
dulged beyond the bounds of rigid 
critical rule, a writer may experience 
above the level of his ordinary 
powers. Without an attention to 
the critical regulations of the drama, 
Voltaire would not have written 
fuch admirable tragedies: but, from 
the reftraint which the neceffity of 
that attention impofes on the thea- 
tre of France, that theatre is loaded 
with thofe thoufand infipid plays 
which every year at Paris are exhi- 
bited and forgotten. The monotony 
of the modern French drama may 
faitly enough be imputed to that 
nicety and faftidioufnefs of a French 
audience, which will not fuffer any 
irregularity, though fan@ioned by 
nature, or dignified by genius. I 
mean not by this to plead for any 
indulgence to a licence their ftage 
has lately aflumed in point of moral 
bienfeane, which is equally unfavour- 
able to excellence of compofition 
and to decency of manners, The 
fame remark might be extended to 
our ftage, were it not now funk to 
fach a ttate of degradation as hardly 
to be worthy cf notice. 

The colle&tion of the Germah 
theatre, by Junker, contains, befides 
Sara Sampfon, which is common to 
both publications, three tragedies, 
fix comedies, a drama, and a pafto- 
ral. That of Friedel confifts of 
twelve volumes, containing twenty- 
feven dramatic pieces, of which thir- 
teen are tragedies, nine are called 
comedies, and five dramas, a {pecics 
of performance, for which we have 
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got in Englith a very definite term, 
It holds a fort of middle place be- 
tween tragedy and camedy, borrow- 
ing from the firft its paflions and 
fentiments, from the laft the rank of 
its perfons, and the fortunate nature 
of its conclufion, This fort of 
drama was for fome time extremely 
popular in France, and was thence 
adopted into the theatres of Eng- 
land and Germany, but particularly 
into the latter, where it feems to 
have been peculiarly adapted to that 
turn for high-wrought fenfibility, 
which I have before mentioned as 
having become a fort of national 
tafte in that country. .Indeed, moft 
of the comedies of thefe volumes 
might be claffed under this denomi- 
nation. 

There are three hiftorical plays, 
one of which, of the higheft popu- 
larity in Germany, is Goers de Ber- 
liching, founded on'the hiftory, or ra- 
ther indeed detailing the hiftory of a 
- chief ofthat name, in the war of the 
ee in the time of the Emperor 

aximilian. ‘This play goes beyond 
the utmoft licence of our Shake- 
{peare, in its change of fcene and 
multiplicity of incident. Yet this 
was written as late as the year 1773. 

The principal authors of thefe 
colle&ions are Lefling, Goethe, and 
Brandes. ‘The two firft are {uffi- 
ciently known; the laft, Brandes, is 
the direétor of a company of Ger- 
man comedians; and if we may 
judge from his performances in this 
collection, one of the ableft of the 
German dramatitts, though he feems 
not to have~attained in his own 
country fo much confideration as I 
fhould be difpofed to allow him. 

In Junker’s colleétion is a comedy 
of Gellert’s, which gives a very fa- 
vourable idea of his talents for comic 
chara@er and dialogue, called The 
Lottery Ticket. 

Weiffe, a name of high dramatic 
reputation in his own country, is the 
author of two tragedies in thefe vo- 
lumes, oné of which, Romesand Juliet, 
is an extremely popular performance 
in Germany. - It is an imitation of 
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Shakefpeare’s Romeo and Falict, with 
the plot much compreffed and con- 
nected ; but in the {well of its lan- 
guage, and the extravagance of its 
allufions, it goes rather beyond the 
original. Fuliet, however, is a bet- 
terand more interefting female cha- 
raéter than is generally found in this 
collection. 

Mok of the pieces of which they 
confift are plays of fituation rather 
than of charaéter, In the comedies, 
it is not the mifcr, the mijanthrope, the 
hypocrite, that is reprefented, but a 
father offended by the mifalliance of 
his child, a hufband hurt by the ri- 
diculous extravagance of his wife. 
The tragedies, in like manner, do 
not exhibit a perfonification of am- 
bition, revenge, or jealoufy, but a 
fon outraged by his father, a baron 
offended by his prince, a prince ty- 
rannized over by his love. I am 
inclined to think the charatteriftic 
drama the moft pleafing, and general- 
ly the moft excellent, ‘The charaéter 
of the leading perfon introduced, 
marks the events and the fituations 
in which it is placed, in fuch a way 


as frongly to imprefs the imagina. 


tion and the memory of the reader, 
and colours as it were, that particu- 
lar province of mind which the au-, 
thor means to delineate, with a pre- 
cifion and a force which is not 
found in fcenes where the fituation- 
only aéts on the general feelings 
ofour nature. This kind of drama, 
however, is not fo commonly found 
in later periods of fociety, both be- 
caufe thofe later periods do not fo 
frequently produce peculiar and 
ftrongly diftinguifhed charaéters, as 
becaufe fuch characters have beea 
already feized by the earlieft dra- 
matic writers, who only leave te 
their fucceffors the power of tracing 
them through their fubdivifions and 
modes of painting the nicer fhades, 
by which the fame great features af 
the human mind are difcriminated 
in different perfons. I think it may 
be remarked as a defeét in the collec- 
tions before us, that the dramas do 
not always place thofe features in a 

{trong 
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ftrong and fteady light. The cha- 
racters are not always perfeétly or 
uniformly fupported, and the per- 
fons are fometimes exhibited afting 
from motives not quite confiitent 
with the general plan of their cha- 
racter, nor appearing a fufficient 
force to produce their actions. This 
may perhaps be imputed to that 
extreme refinement of feeling, which 
¥ have before remarked to be parti- 
cularly predominant in thefe pieces. 
Obdjeéts feen through the medium (a 
medium too rather fluctuating and 
uncertain) in which the perfons of 
the drama are placed, ftrike them 
with a force which the reader does 
not always allow, and become mo- 
tives to a conduét of which he does 
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not always perceive the neceflity or 
the ufe. Characters like thofe of 
Shakefpeare, which at from the na- 
tive feelings of the foul, are imme- 
diately acknowledged by the corref- 
ponding feelings of the audience. 
But in the metaphyfical refinement 
of fentiment, the fame thing does 
not take place. There the feelings 
are created, not the charaéters, and 
we have no leading radical idea to 
which we can refer them, to which 
we can difcover that intimated rela- 
tion which it is the great excellence 
of the poet to preferve, and the 
great pleafure of the reader or f{pec- 
tator to haves 


[To Le continued J 


On tHe PRE-EMINENCE civen to tue AMUSING 1n Pre. 


FERENCE TO THE 


OTHING is apparently more 

abfurd, than to have ennobled 
the amufing arts, to the exclufion of 
thofe which are abfolutely neceffary 
for life; and to have diftinguifhed 
in the fame art the ufeful from the 
agreeable, in order to honor the one 
in preference to the other, and yet 
nothing is more reafonable than thefe 
GiflinQions, if we examine them 
narrowly. 

Men in a ftate of fociety, after 
providing for their wants, have turn- 
ed their attention towards their plea- 
fares, and pleafure when once en- 
joyed, has alfo become an indilpen- 
fable want. Enjoyments form the 
value of life, and men have found 
in the tmufing arts a method of 
multiplying them. They have then 
confidered, by comparing them with 
the neceffary arts, what encourage- 
ment each required, and rewards 
have been propofed fuited to the fa- 
culties and inclinations of thofe who 
exerci'edthem. The firft object of 
rewards is, to encourage labor, but 
Jabor which requires only common 
talents, fuch as ftrength of body, 
dexterity of hand, and an induftry 
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eafily acquired by cuftom and exer- 
cife, may be readily excited by the 
attrations of a good falary. Robuft, 
laborious, aétive, and ingcnious men, 
may be found every where, who will 
be fatished to live comfortably by 
their labor, and who will labor in 
order to live, 

No other reward, therefore, could 
be propofed to promote thefe arts, 
even the moft ufleful and neceffary, 
than an eafy and comfortable life, 
and the natural qualities which they 
require, are not fufceptible of greater 
ambition. ‘The mind of an artift 
and that of a laborer are not to be 
fed with chimeras, and an ideal] ex- 
iftence would intereft them very 
little. 

But to promote thefe arts, the 
fuccefs of which depends on the 
thoughts, genius, and the facultics 
of the foul, particularly the imagi- 
nation, the emulation of intereft was 
not only neceffary, but alfo that of 
vanity. It was requifite to propofe 
rewards analogous to each genius, 
and worthy of encouraging them, 
flattering efteem to fome, glory to 
others, and to all diftinétions pro- 

portioned 
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On the Preeeminence of the Amufing Arts, Se. 


portioned to the means and faculties 
which they demanded, 

Thus was eftablifhed in general 
opinion, the pre-eminence of the li- 
bera!l over the mechanical arts, with- 
out regard to utility, or rather, in 
fuppofing them ufeful in a different 
manner, fome for fupplying. the 
wants of life, and others for plea- 
fure. 

This diftinétion has been fo nice, 
that in the fame art, what requires 
an uncommon degree of intelligence 
and genius, has been ranked with 
the liberal arts, whilft that which 
requires only faculties common to 
the multitude, has been left among 
the number of the mechanical arts, 
Such for example, isthe difference be- 
tween the architeét and the mafon, 
the ftatuary and the founder, &c. 
Sometimes even the fpeculative and 
inventive part of a mechanical art 
has been feparated, in order to raife 
it to the rank of the fciences, whilft 
the manual part has remained among 
the multitude of obfcure arts. Thus 
agriculture, navigation, optics, and 
ftatics, are conne&ted at one extre- 
mity with the moft fublime {ciences, 
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and at the other, with arts which 
have not yet been ennobled. 

The liberal arts are confined to 
the following: eloquence, poetry, 
mufic, painting, fculpture, archi- 
tecture, and engraving, confidered 
as a part of defign. 

It is very fingular, that the arts 
held in the higheft honor, and thofe 
indeed which deferve co be fo, on 
account of the faculties and talents 
which they require, and~thofe for 
which uncommon intelligence, ima- 
gination, and genius, as well as a 
delicacy of organs, which few men 
poffefs, feem to be neceffary, are al- 
moft all arts invented to gratify lux- 
ury, which fociety might be happy 
without, and which have introduced: 
into it only whimfical pleafures, 
that depend upon cuftom and opi- 


nion, and which are very foreign to 


the natural ftate of man. But what 
appears to us a caprice and error of 
nature is, however, agreeable to its 
defigns ; for what is really ufeful to 
man, ought to be eafy toall; and 
what is poffible only for the fewer 
number, ought to be of no ufe to 
the greater. 


KANGOROO, 


WITH A PRINT OF THE SAME, 


HE Kangoroo is a native of 
New South Wales; it is 
formed much like a Yerboa, but the 
latter is but little larger than a com. 
mon rat; the Kangoroos are in ge- 
neral as large as a theep. 

Thefe Kangoroos were frequently 
feen by our new fettlers at Port 
Jackfon, but. were fo thy that it was 
very difficult to fhoot them. With 
refpe& to thefe animals, it is rather 
an extraordinary ci:cumftance, that, 
notwithftanding their great thynefs, 
and notwithftanding they are daily 
thot at, more of them are feen near 
the camp than im any part of the 
country, The Kangoroo, though 
it refembles the Jerboa in the pecu- 

Vou, V. F 


liarity of ufing only the hinder legs 
in progreffion, does not belong to 
that genus. The pouch of the fee 
male, in which the young are nurf- 
ed, is thought to conneét it rather 
with the opoffum tribe. This extra- 
ordinary formation, hitherto efteeni- 
ed peculiar to that one genus, feems 
however, in New Holland not to be 
fufficiently charaéteriftic; it has 
been found both in the rat and {quir- 
rel kind. The largeft Kangaroo 
which has yet been fhot weighed 
about one hundred and forty pounds, 
But it has been difcovered that there 
are two kinds, one of which feldom 
exceeds fixty pounds in weight, 
thefe live chiefly on the high 

grounds ; 
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grounds; their hair is of a reddith and Jean, nor would it probably be 
caft, and the head is fhorter than in ufed for food, where there was not 
the larger fort. Young Kangoroos a fcarcity of fref provifions. The 
which have been taken, have in a difproportion between the upper and 
few days grown very tame, but none the lower parts of this animal, is 
have lived more than two or three greater than has been fhewn in any 
wecks. Yet it is ftill poflible that former delineations of it, but is well 
when their proper food fhall be exprefied in the plate inferted 
known, they may be domefticated. here. 

Near fome water, in this journey, The dimenfions of a ftuffed Kan- 
was found the dung of an animal goroo, in the poffeflion of Mr. Ne- 
that fed on grafs, which, it is fup- pean, are thefe : 

pofed could not have been lefs than ft. in. 
a hosfe. AKangoroo fo much above Length from the point of the 

the ufual fize would have beenan _nofe totheend of the tail 6 
extraordinary pheznomon, thoughno Length of the tail — 2 
Jarger animal has yet been feen, and ——hed — o 
the limits of growth in that fpecies ——— fore legs — 1 
are not afcertained, Thetailofthe -———— hinder legs 2 
Kangoroo, which is very large, is Circumference of the fore part 
found to be ufed as a weapon of de- by thelegs —- — 1 
fence, and has given fuch fevere —————— lower parts 

blows to dogs as to oblige them to The middle toe of the hind feet is 
defift from purfuit, Its flefh iscoarfe remarkably long, ftrong and tharp. 


THEATRICAL BIOGRAPHY, 
Mrs. Sippons. 


STABLISHED habits are with anathemas of the church; the libe- 
difficulty removed. Whenthe rality of the prefent has removed 
human mind once ufurps the poflef- every obftacle of this fort, and even 
fion of a certain train of ideas, it ge- honoured fome of its profeffors with 
nerally retains its bias, and they marks of diftin€tion, the more ho- 
continue to flow on, in the channel nourable as they are more rare. 
of prejudice, with little interruption © The mother of Mrs. Siddons was 
from the feeble efforts of liberality the daughter of a Mr. Ward, the 
and candour. Mankind in general manager of an itinerant company of 
deprecate the toil of reafoning ; the players in Wales, and the adjacent 
portion of thofe who think forthem- Englith counties, who by fuccefs 
felves is comparatively very fmal], and economy made a fmall fortune. 
The multitude are content to adopt The prefent Earl of Coventry, then 
without difcuflion, and confequent- a youth, is faid to have been fo much 
ly to approve without judgment, and ftruck with her charms, that he fent 
cenfure without reafon, her letters, with an offer of marriage, 
There is a certain degree of ridi- which fhe gave to her father, and 
cule attached to the profeffion of a the father to the late Earl, by which 
Player, that the mind feems incapa- means it was prevented, 
ble of refifling ; and which, all the So great it feems was Mr. Ward’s 
powers even of Garrick, Mrs Jor- contempt for his profeffion, that he 
dan, or Mrs. Siddons, cannot alto- laid his daughter under the ftrongetlt 
gether remove. In darker ages they injunction of never marrying a man 
have been confidered as the foes of on the ftage; but weak are paren- 


religion, and condemned by the tal counfels in oppofition to the pow- 
er 
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er of the fecundating little god.—The 
firtt fight of Mr. Roger Kemble, who 
travelled with the company in the 
character of hair-dreffer, fo. wrought 
upon the fufceptible heart of Mifs 
Ward, that before it was known they 
loved, they were fecretly married, 
Papa was outrageous, and it only re- 
mained for Mr. and Mrs. Kemble to 
enter a ftrolling. company in Chefhire 
and Lancafhire.—Here the prefent 
Mrs. Siddons was born. . Parents 
fometimes relent—The pride of the 
mimic monarch gave way to the feel- 
ings of. nature.. After a few years 
peregesnncier they. were invited back 
by Mr. Ward, who refigned the the- 
atric fceptre to Mr. Kemble, and died 
foon after. 

When. Mifs Sarah Kemble, (now 
Mrs. Siddons) firft attempted the ftage, 
her juvenile efforts, particularly as a 
finger, were regarded with fome hopes 
of fuccefs ; but fhe very early aban- 
doned that line, and attended in par- 
ticular to tragedy. 

The viciffitades of all human affairs 
are well reprefented in theatric life.— 
Here we he monarchs fuddenly de- 
throned, and fucceeded by the moft 
menial offices. Mifs Kemble being 
refufed the indulgence cf her paffion 
for Mr. Siddons, a¢tually refigned her 
fituation, and hired herfelf as lady’s 
maid. to Mrs, Greathead, of Guy’s 
Cliffe,in Warwickhhire,at 1ol. perann, 

Ac the end of a twelvemonth, how- 
ever, thofe two powerful paflions— 
love and ambition—would be reftrain- 
ed no longer. Mr. Siddons. eloped 
with her to Chamberlain, and joined 
ote company, where he married 

ef. , 
This was a new eftablifhed com- 
pany, and rather unfuccefsful: and 
fuch was the poverty of their ward- 
robe, that Mrs. Siddons was obliged, 
during the performance of the Lrifh 
Widow, to borrow a coat of a gen- 
tleman in the boxes, to equip herfelf 
for the widow Brady, which fhe ob- 
tained on condition that fhe gave him 
her petticoat to put over his fhoulders, 
and admitted him to ftand behind the 
Scenes, 
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Mrs. Siddons’s talents were even at 
this period, allowed to furpafs medi- 
ocrity, and her application was in- 
ceffant. From hence fhe was engaged, 
with her hufband, by the late. Mr. 
Younger, to perform at Liverpool, 
Birmingham, &c. where, after -re- 
maining a few tensa, encreafing both 
her profits and reputation, fhe was 
invited to Drury-lane, where the per- 
formed the parts of Mrs. Strickland, 
and the Be in Richard III. but 
being confidered only as a fecond- 
rate Actrefs on a London theatre, her 
ftay was.very fhort. Some have im- 
puted this to Garrick’s jealoufy of all 
met but his own; but the fuppofi- 
fon does too much violence to com- 
mon fenfe, to be admitted for a mo- 
ment. 

From London Mrs. Siddons went 
to Bath, without much hope, it is 
prefumed, of ever reaching any very 
pre-eminent flation; but extreme par- 
fimony enabled her to fupport her fa- 
mily on a very fmali falary. Here, 
however, fhe evidently improved, 
and is faid to have been greatly affifted 
by the inftruétion of Mr. Prat, who 
has written fo much under the figna- 
ture of Courtney Melmoth. About 
the year 1780, fhe had attained that 
degree of excellence, that many ama- 
teurs travelled to Bath purpofely to 
fee her. 

In 1781, Mrs. Siddons had the ho- 
nour of numbering among her pa- 
trons, the Duchefs of Devonfhire, 
and Mr. Whaley the poet, whofe ad- 
miration of her abilities obtained her 
an engagement at Drury-lane Thea- 
ire, at 10]. per week; upon which fhe 
left Bath, after {peaking a very pretty 
addrefs, written by herfelf, and in 
which fhe produced her three children, 
as the three reafons for her quitting 
fuch generous patrons. 

Her fecond appearance at Drury- 
lane was on the roth of Oéober, 
1782, in the character of Ifabella. 
This is her greateft chara¢ter, and the 
certainly aitonifhed the houfe, by a 
difplay of powers not witneffed fince 
the days of Garrick. 

@ Her fame was inftantly founded 
F2 through 


” 
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through the metropolis with fuperla- 
tive eulogium. ‘The theatre over- 
flowed every night fhe appeared, and 
Melpomene, who had been pufhed be- 
hind the curtain by the fatire of She- 
ridan’s Critic, refumed her. former 
confequence and ftation. It became 
fafhionable for all the ladies to weep, 
and fometimes to faint. The fums 
drawn into the treafury exceeded the 
receipts of any former feafon, and the 
managers, by way of return, gave her 
an extra benefit, and doubled her fa- 
lary. 

Anxious that her relations might 

rticipate in her ‘fortune, Mrs. 

iddons brought her fifter, Mifs F. 
Kemble, to London, and announced 
her for Alicia, to her own Jane Shore. 
It is impoffible to defcribe the eager- 
nefs with which crowds flocked to fee 
this miei aaa Judging of Mifs 
Kemble by the talents of her fifter, 
the public expeéted another phzno- 
menon, and the avenues to the the- 
atre were gorged with people by three 
o'clock. The fcreams of women, and 
the general confufion which enfued 
when the doors opened, occafioned 
a very unpleafant fcene. Many were 
lamed, many had their pockets picked, 
and thoufands were excluded the 
honfe. _ But they had no reafon to re- 
gret this difappointment, as the new 
Alicia was even below mediocrity. 
Mifs Kemble remained but a few fea- 
fons on the ftage, when fhe married 
Mr. Twifs, a gentleman of fortune, 
and fome literary ability, with whom 
fhe retired. 

‘The managers of Drury-lane, wil- 
ling to compliment and reward a wo- 
man whofe powers proved profitable 
as the philofopher’s ftone, gave Mrs, 
Siddons a benefit before Chriftmas. 
Venice Preferved was fele€ted for the 
play; and amore fplendid or crouded 
audience, perhaps, never graced a 
theatre. Great part of the pit was 
laid into boxes; the prefents given 
for tickets by the nobility and gentry 
were immenfe ; and counfellors Pigot 
and Fielding began a fubfcription a- 


mong the gentlemen of the bar, which 
amounted to an hundred guineas, and’ 


prefented it to Mrs Siddons, as a {mall 
acknowledgment for the pleafure and 
inftruétion her talents had-given them: 
to the former of whom Mrs 

fent the following letter. 


«Sir, 

*« T cannot fupprefs my defire of 
wifhing’ you to take upon you the 
charge of making my moft grateful 
acknowledgements to thofe gentlemen 
who have done me the honor of dif- 
tinguifhing my poor abilities in fo ele- 
gant a manner. Believe me, Sir, my 
heart is too full, and my pen too fee- 
ble, to fay what would become me 
on this moft fhining circumftance of 
my whole life. The Gentlemen of 
the Bar have given me a confequence 
I never felt before, and I have juft rea- 
fon to fear the effects of the approba- 
tion of fo eminent a body. Bat in 
all things I will do my beft to merit 
that moft honorable diftin¢tion which 
my generous patrons have thought 
proper to fhew me, and to prove my- 
felf at leaft not infenfible of the value 
of their countenance and prote¢tion. 
Ihave the honor to be, with great 
refpect and gratitude, Sir, 

“ Your moft obliged 
«* And obedient Servant, 
“* §. Srppons.” 


This was an honor unparalleled in 
theatrical annals; and indeed the be- 
nefit was, perhaps, the moft lucrative 
ever known. 

In the fummer the performed in 
Ireland ; and her firft appearance at 
Drury-lane in September 1783, was 
commanded by Their Majefties. Be- 
fides an uncommon fhare of royal 
countenance, fhe proved equally at- 
tractive this feafon as the preceding. 
When the vacation again came eat, 
fhe again went to Ireland, and from 
thence to Edinburgh, where fhe re- 
ceived one thonfand pounds for per- 
forming ten nights. Her fame hav- 
ing circulated throughout the king- 
dom, induced many to travel from 
the moft diftant parts of it to fee her! 
and fuch was the effect of her repre- 
fentations, that innumerable pefet 

0 
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of different kinds were fent to her 
from unknown hands: but the moft 
magnificent was a filverurn, which 
was conveyéd to her after the ar- 
rived in London, with the words 
“© A Reward to Merit,” engraven on 
it. 

During all this funthine of good 
fortune, however, a ftorm was brew- 
ing in the metropolis. ‘The envy of 
a competitor may be forgiven:—but 
what can be faid in defence of thofe 
who repine at the-fuccefs of the me- 
ritorious, without the excufe of rival- 
fhip ?—It is a crime of the blackeft 
po moft unpardonable nature. 

A perfon employed in a newfpaper, 
whofe writings have been juftly def- 
cribed to be “* every line a libel, and 
“ every word a lie,” becaufe, per- 
haps, Mrs. Siddons would not com- 
ply with his extortions, or footh his 
viperous tongue by the’ hofpitalities 
of her table, fet every engine in mo- 
tion againft her :—He Joaded her with 
opprobrium for not nape om Se dif- 
trefles of her fifter, Mrs. Curtis, a 
vicious woman, who would not con- 


form to modefty, though offered a 


er annuity on that condition. 
his lady read le€tures in Doétor 
Graham’s Temple of Health, at which 


decency would have blufhed: and 
notwithftanding the difgraced her re- 
lations in many refpeéts, fhe expeéted 
their countenance and fupport. With 
aview of forcing them to accede to 
her demands, from the dread of pub- 
lic indignation, fhe fwallowed poifon 
in Weftminfter Abbey, which proba- 
bly had the defired effeét, as without 
proving mortal, it furnifhed a fubjec 
of detra¢tion againft her fitter. 

The paragraphical affaffin, in ad- 
dition to the preceding circumftance, 
teprefented Mrs, Siddons as extremely 
avaricious and uncharitable :—that the 
had taken a large fum from Mr. 
Digges, a once eminent, but then dif. 
trefled comedian, for performing on 
his benefit night in Dublin :—that the 
had been guilty of a fimilar'crime to 
Mr. Brereton: and that her whole 
conduét was replete with meannefs 
and, inhumanity. ‘To irritate his 


newfpaper brethren, too, he reported 
that fhe never read their publications, 
and equally defpifed their panegyric 
or their cenfure ; until by invidious 
falfehoods, induftrioufly circulated, 
honeft John Bull was very clamorous 
againft his favorite aétrefs; and many 
candid people credited thefe affer- 
tions, while they remained uncon- 
troverted. 

The houfe was crowded on the 
night of her firft appearance in Ofto- 
ber, 1784: but when the curtain 
drew up and difcovered her as Mrs. 
Beverly in the Gamefter, fhe was fa- 
luted with violent hiffing, and a c 
of off ! off! intermixed with applaufe. 
She attempted to fpeak, but could not 
be heard ; and’Mr. Kemble, indig- 
nant at the infults/offered her, and 
confcious of her innocence, led her 
off the ftage. 

This excited the vociferations of 
her friends for her return; and after 
the tumult’ had continued for about 
an hour, her enemies began to relax ; 
and filence being obtained, fhe came 
forward ;—declared her innocence of 
what fhe was accufed with :—that the 
allegations would foon be refuted ;— 
and that her refpe& for the public 
made her confident they es 5 pro- 
te&t lier from infult. ‘The play was 
then fuffered, with very little oppofi- 
tion, to go on. 

During the whole of this riot Mrs. 
Siddons aéted with great compofure 
and fortitude. Her hufband, in a 
fpirited manner, proved the charges 
refpe€ting Digges and Brereton to be 
falfe ; and fome elegant, nervous let- 
ters, inferted in a newfpaper, figned 
Laertes, fuppofed to be written by 
Mr. Kemble, operated powerfully in 
her favor. But ftill the author of the 
difturbance was fpreading his venom, 
and creating ftories of her parfimony ; 
while to his confidents he would whif- 
per with great joy, ‘‘ You fee what a 
** noife I’ve made!” 

The conduét of Mrs. Curtis fuffi- 
ciently juftified Mrs. Siddons’s refent- 
ment; and Mr. Brereton, by not 
coming forward in vindication of a 
woman to whom he was obliged, was 

generally 
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ee} blamed. The public foon 
w the infamy of the whole tranfac- 
tion, and received her with double 
kindnefs. 

The authors of this malignant 
confpiracy, however, had nearly ac- 
complithed their defign. The ob- 
ject of their enmity, difgufted at a 

blic life fo liable to be embittered 
t the miftake of the multitude, . or 
the combinations of the mifchievous, 
was on the eve of retiring into Wales, 
on a few thoufand send which fhe 
had faved during the two preceding 
feafons ;—nor was it until the exulta- 
tions of her enemies at fuch an event, 
were fully reprefented to her, that the 
agreed to brave the ftorm. 

Thus were the admirers of the 
drama on the brink of lofing its bright- 
eft ornament by the machinations of 
a villain and their own credulity. 
Juftice, however, triumphed over ma- 
lignity :—the temporary cloud of po- 
pular delufion fuddenly evaporated, 
and our heroine fhone again with in- 
efeafed luftre. Theatrical amateurs, 
fenfible of the injury the had fuftain- 
ed, were eager to thew their contri- 
tion, by the moft frequent tokens of 
approbation ; and the had more caufe 
of rejoicing than regret at the futile 
attempts on her fame. 

Their Majefties about this time 
paid her many compliments. She 
was frequently invited to Bucking- 
ham-houfe, and to Windfor, where 
fhe fometimes recited plays, accom- 
panied by Mr. Kemble; and for fe- 
veral years fhe had to boaft of a great- 
er fhare of royal patronage than any 
of her predeceffors. 

A great man was fo mnch charmed 
with her, that acarte blanche was of- 
fered and rejected. This Mrs. Sid- 
dons told to fome friends, which 
coming to the knowledge of a great 
lady, any further intimacy was de- 
clined ; nor has the decree been yet 
revoked. 

At the conclufion of laft feafon, 
Mrs Siddons finding her power of at- 
traétion on the wane, rebolved on re- 
tiring from the Londen ftage, until 
by abfence her abilities might regain 
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their wonted allurements. She did 
not, however, retire froma theatrical 
life, but performed in Weymouth, 
Plymouth, Liverpool, &c. &c. where 
her profits were confiderable, but 
where her fuperior talents have left an 
impreffion that will for a long time 
caufe the exertions of the itinerant 
players to be received with coldnefs ; 
and confequently abridge their {malt 
emoluments. 

In the beginning of the winter the 
vifited her friend, Mr.. Whalley, at 
Bath, where it was her defign to per- 
form for a few nights, but the regu- 
lations of that theatre would not per- 
mit it? From thence fhe went to her 
worthy patrons, Lord and Lady Har- 
court, at Neunham, and refided there 
a few weeks; but on being feized 
with a very ferious indifpofition, fhe 
returned to her houfe in London. 

By her emoluments arifing from 
the theatre, and the numerous and 
valuable prefents of the nobility and 
gentry, which fhe has received in all 
the principal towns in the three king- 
doms, fhe has. realized a handfome 
fortune. She keeps a carriage, and 
an elegant houfe in Gower-ftreet, Bed- 
ford-{quare ; and it is faid that fhe 
has mortgagés to a very large amount 
on Drury-lane Theatre. 

She is refpeéted, and admitted on 
familiar terms by many noble fami- 
lies. From her 1nfancy fhe has, been 
remarkably prudent ; nor has her molt 
inveterate enemy ever fufpected her 
continence. She is bleffed with great 
domeftic ha pinels; and her eldeft fon, 
Mafter H. Sion, has lately fhewn 
a pretty tarn for fo 

The thessnsoal ma of Mrs. Sid- 
dons have fo often been the fubjett 
of eulogium, and the public is fo well 
acquainted with them, that it were 
fuperfluous to enlarge on her merits 
here. Nature has jbeftowed upon 
her a perfon, a countenance, a voice, 
and an underftanding competent to 
depi&, in the moft vivid colours, the 
moft beautiful ideas of any tragic 
poet. The flexibility of her features, 
the expreffion of her eyes, and the 
gtaceful dignity of her deportment, 
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cannot poffibly be excelled; nor has 
any performer ever fhewn more judg- 
ment in delivering the fenfe of the 
author, or in drefling characters with 

ropriety. If the {malleft fault can 
Re difcovered, it is fometimes too 
much violence in her aétion. 

The tendernefs of Belvidera, the 
pride of Califta, or the grief of Ifa- 
bella, are moft happily pourtrayed by 
Mrs. Siddons. -Her manner of pro- 
nouncing ‘* Remember twelve,” in 
the firft mentioned part, is moft beau- 
tifully exprefied, and never is heard 
without the warmeft burfts of ap- 
plaufe. Whatever were the powers 
of her predeceffors, it is {carcely 
poflible that they could be fuperior, if 
equal, to her own; and at the prefent 
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time fhe is indifputably the firft tragic 
a€trefs in Britain—perhaps in the 
world. 

Her efforts in comedy have not 
been fuccefsful. The gravity of her 
countenance, and the dignified found 
of her voice, are not adapted to the 
playfulnefs of Thalia; and we mutt 
regret that fhe who fo amazingly e- 
clipfes all her cotemporaries in one 
line, fhould defcend to be eclipfed 
in another. ‘ 

Her prefent indifpofition, we hope, 
will foon be removed; and that fhe 
will again gratify an admiring public 
with her inimitable performances; 
for without her aid tragedy muft ine. 
vitably fall into neglect, if not ridi- 
cule. 


DESCRIPTION or tHe CITY or CONSTANTINOPLE ana 
SUBURBS, or tot SERAGLIO, anv CITY or SCUTARL 


BY THE COUNT DE FERRIERES SAUVEBAUF. 


Miite writers have given us the 


hiftory of the Turks, their 
origin and conquefts; let us now take 
a view of them as poffeffors of the 
fineft country in the world, and en- 
joying the fruits of their anceftors 
valour; and firft let us take a furvey 
of that immenfe city which they have 
made their capital. 

Conftantinople is firuated between 
two feas; the port, one of the fineft 
and moft extenfive in the univerfe, is 
always open to veffels both from the 
Black Sea and Mediterranean. Su- 
perb mofques, furmounted with large 
domes and lofty minarets, appear 
above the other bitldings, and feem 
to lofe themfelves in the clouds. ‘This 
capital, fituated on many hills, is feen 
at a vaft diftance. The fuburbs of 
Galatea and Pera, fituated on the fur- 
ther fide of the port, and the city of 
Scutari, which rifes to view on the 
oppofite fhore of Afia, affords the 
fineft profpeét to perfons approaching 
Conftantinople, who behold this a- 
greeable mixture of thick trees and 


painted houfes rifing together in form 
of an amphitheatre. 

The feraglio, which commands a 
view of the fea of Marmora, the 
port and the Bofphorus, is a confufed 
heap of large and {mall edifices, rif. 
ing one above another, without or- 
der, but intermixed with cyprefs 
trees, planted in the gardens or on 
the terraces, form a whole, which 
gives an air of grandeur and majefty 
to this palace, which is as difmal in 
appearance as it is well guarded, A 
number of cannon are placed ronnd 
the foot of the wall which furrounds 
it, and ferve to give notices of feafts 
and public rejoicings, and to falute 
the Sultan when he goes by water. 

Conftantinople, which appears fo 
magnificent at firft fight, aftonifhes a 
ftranger who goes through it; he 
then thinks himfelf little recompenfed 
by the fplendor of Sanéta Sophia, 
which has been injured both by time 
and the ‘Turks, and is equally diffatis- 
fied with the trifling and ridiculous 
tafte of certain gilt fountains and 

fump- 
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fumptuous fronts of .fome of the 
mofques: he fees nothing before him 
but irregular fquares, arfenals. badly 
provided, flips for building fhips, in 
worfe order, and the vefiels them- 
felves built on a moft ridiculous mo- 
del. When he paffes the Seven Tow- 
ers, he cannot help lamenting the un- 
fortunate victims of an authority 
which is ignorant even of the laws 
of nations. Let him pafs wherever 
he will, he finds narrow ftreets, moft 
of them on fteep and winding decli- 
vities, ill paved and always covered 
with filth, which the dogs, equally 
numerous anid hungry, and who are 
the only fcavengers of the capital, are 
conftantly fighting for under the paf- 
fengers feet: he meets chariots fome- 
thing like coaches, drawn by two 
horfes, which, moving with a folemn 
pace, on account of the difficulty of 
the ways, have in them the Turkith 
ladies taking the air, or going to pay 
vifits, Thefe fhut up in their chefts, 
have an opportunity of peeping thro’ 
the lattices of the doors at the paf- 
fengers, who are in conftant danger 


of being preffed againft the walls by 
the wheels of their carriages. Some- 
times he beholds an unfortunate per- 


fon, afflicted with the plague, drop 
down dead*before him, and a porter, 
for the trifling hire which he would 
receive for carrying a bale of goods, 
takes the corpfe on his back without 
ceremony, while the relation and 
friends of the deceafed, as little fear- 
ful of danger as the porter, religi- 
oufly prefs, to render him the laft du- 
ties, without taking any precaution 
to fecure themfelves from the effects 
of that fatal difeafe; and they fome- 
times perifh by it the next day or on 
the morrow, 

A ftranger will be much furprized 
and will behold with pleafure, many 
troops of women, much lefs confined 
at home than is generally thought in 
Europe, conftantly in the ftreet, go- 
ing backward and forward, from and 
to the walks, the baths, the markets, 
or vifiting. Two fine eyes may fre- 
quently be otverved through veils of 
muflin, fo thin as fcarcely to hide the 
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features of the face; a cloak formed to 
fhew the moft beautiful figure, an. 
nounces the moft elegant form, and 
fets off the fhape of a young female, 
who feems always attentive to obferve 
what fenfations her charms have oc- 
cafioned : fhe continues her route, fre- 
quently cafting the moft expreffive 
looks, and perhaps making a gracious 
and unequivocal fign, that is often at- 
tended with confequences: fometimes 
he meets grave matrons, whofe enor- 
mous fize requires the paflenger to 
ftand clofe to let them pafs; thefe are 
followed by Turks, whofe tafte lays 
towards the emboupoint, who puriue 
them with a degree of admiration, 
mixed with enthufiafm, and mutter 
prayers to their prophet, that he will 
grant them wives of fuch a form. 
All the houfes in Conftantinople 
are built of wood; the fhopsare con- 
venient, but fmall, and thew the pro- 
prietors have only a moderate degree 
of oe The Bafeft:.::, or quar- 
ter of the jewellers, :exhibits very 
confiderable riches; although in a 
country where itis very dangerous to 
appear to poffefs any. We may fome- 
times wander over a large {pace of 
ruins, occafioned by the frequent fires 
which happen in this city, either for 
want of care, or by the villainy of 
fattious people; fometimes thefe fires 
deftroy whole quarters of the city. 
The great gate of the feraglio is 
on the fide of an irregular {quare, 
ornamented by a beautiful fountain 
on one fide and by the facade of 
San&a Sophia on the other. . This 
valuable monument of the fineft ar- 
chite@ture ftil] retains fome marks of 
its original magnificence: the dome, 
ornamented with a moft fuperb Mo- 
faic, compofed of different cryftals, 
varioufly enamelled, — ftrongly _re- 
proaches the ignorance and ney 
of the Turks, who fuffer fuch a mai- 
ter-piece of workmanfhip daily to 
perith. On approaching the feraglio, 
we behold a large lodge, the windows 
of which over the door are ftopped 
up by iron grating, and proclaim it 
to be rather the gloomy manfion of 


unhappy prifoners, than the place 4 
refi- 
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sefidence of the moft powerful prince 
of Afia, To add to this melancholy 
fight, the heads of the profcribed are 
expofed on one fide, and the carcafes 
of executed criminals ftrewed about 
the fquare. A fight which increafes 
the horror of thofe fubjects who ap- 
proach the palace, and, who tremble 
for fear that they fhall foon add to 
the number. 

The interior part of the Seraglio is 
compofed of thofe edifices which 
formed the palace of the Greek em- 

rors: the Ottoman princes haveen- 
ce d it, as circumftances required, 

to adopt it to their manners. 
The. architeéture of the new work is 
not » and very irregular. 
. Oppofite to the Seraglio, on the 
other fide of the port, isa geen edi- 
fice with many domes, fome brafs 
cannon of various calibers without 
carriages, and ranged on the fquare 
down to the fea fide, proclaim it to be 
the chief arfenal for the artillery, as 
the name of it, 7o-ana, fignifies. 
Above the fuburbs of Pera is a ftraight 
and rough ftreet, built in the form of 
an amphitheatre, which leads up to the 
top of the hill,.on whichis the Frand’s 
ftreet, called fo becaufe the ambaffa- 
dors of all the European powers have 
there fixed their refidence; many 
merchants of all countries have there 
alfo built fome very good houfes, 
every oné of which have handfome 
kiofks, or belvederes, which afford 
them a fine view of the ftreet each 
way. It is an agreeable fight to fee 
the Greek ladies carelefsly reclined 
on their fophas, employed almoft 
from morning «ill night in yiewing 
the ngers, This little recreation 
is fo agreeable to them, that they pafs 
half their time in anfwering the falutes 
of the different _paffengers who attrac 
their attention either by a glance, an 
inclination of the head, or a kifs of 
the hand, 
About the middle of, this ftreet is 
the college for the education of the 
Grand Signior’s pages ; he vifits this 
place once a year, felects from among 
them fach young perfons as have made 
OA prete progrefs in their edaca- 
OL. V. ‘ nee 
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tion, and takes them. with him to. the 
Seraglio. It is pretended that none 
knows fo well as the fultan, thofe 
among them who are the moft able, 
and who deferve to be preferred, 

At the bottom of this fireet is the 
hofpital for thofe afflifted with the 
plague, to which fuch Europeans are 
carried who are attacked with that 
diforder; there is another for the 
reception of the Greeks.. Thefe efta- 
blifhments ferve as afylums for fuch 
Chriftians whodo not meet fromtheir 
relations with that degree of pity and 
attention which a Maffalmen, from 
the principles he has imbibed, affords 
to his brethren, if God pleafes to affi€ 
them, even at the rik of his own life, 
Beyond this is the burial ground of 
the Chriftians, which is planted with 
mulberry trees ; this is made ufe of as 
a public walk, to which every Sunday 
a vait crowd of perfons of both fexes 
refort, who often employ themfelves 
in fuch a manner, as, rather than in 
meditating on the mortality of the hu- 
man {pecies, may in time tend to in- 
creafe it. 

Pera is almoft wholly built of wood, 
at leaft there are but very few ftone 
houfes, The palaces of the ambafla- 
dors of France and Venice are of the 
Jatter number; thofe of the other mi- 
nifters make a very pretty appearance, 
being painted in frefco; they are 
fecured from fire by a wall which fur- 
sound the houfe and offices. 

There are many Chriftian churches 
in Pera, and divine fervice is per- 
formed without reftriction, by monks 
of different orders. ‘The Greeks and 
Armenians have churches according to 
their various rites, with diftinét hier- 
archal eftablifhments, 

From Pera we go down to the fu- 
burbs of Galatea, which is built on a 
rapid declivity, by the fide of the 
port; this quarter is inhabited by 
Greeks and Armenians; there are, 
however, many Turks refiding there, 
Here the French. merchants and ‘thofe 
of many other nations have houfes and 
ftorchoufes, fecured by good vaults to 
preferve their effects from the ravages 


of fires. Galetea has fome churches 
meet G and 





42 


and miniffers in it alfo... For a 
good fee the Moffulmans. are always 
ready tO grant a toleration to their 
tributaries; 

Not far from the cuftom-houfe of 
the Francks or Europeans, for they 
have one. to themfelves, is the quarter 
of. the Jews; the exterior of their 
houfes proclaim the extreme of mife- 
ry, but that is only from policy, their 
dirty appearance, added to their ufual 
cringing behaviour, feems conftantly 
to folicit the Muffulmen not to op- 
prefs them farther ; they att as bro- 
kers and ftorekeepers for all the Euro- 
pean merchants, 

Near the middle of the port is the 
arfenal, compofed of many barracks, 
in which the guards and workmen are 
lodged; the ammunition, not very 
confiderable, is in fome fheds, and ma- 
terials for the conftruétion of fhips are 
néver in.any great quantity. Difor- 
der and often a total neglect pervades 
the whoJe. . Their docks exhibit only 
the aukwardnefs. of the Ottoman 
workmen, in every thing which con- 
cerns marine affairs. Ships have re- 
mained feven years on the ftocks, be- 
fore they were ready, It is eafy to 
conjecture what kind of fhips thefe 
mutt -be, conftruéted for the moft 
part. with pine timber, which, from 
the length of time employed in build+ 
ing, remain fo long expofed to the 


air. 
The bath, which compofes part of 


the arfenal, is employed: equally for 
the confinement of criminals, who are 
employed ‘for a time on the public 
works, and flaves who are deprived of 
every hope of liberty. > Here the un- 
happy prifoners of war are confined, 
heaped as it were one upon another, 
in fheds furrounded by thick walls, 
and conftancly ill treated by their 
keepers ; overwhelmed with mifery, 
the plague and every evil incident to 
human nature continually affi@ing 
them, until they fink by degrees un- 
der the weight of the evils laid. on 
them by thefe barbarians. 

At oné:fide of the: arfenal -is ‘the 
refidence of the.Captain Pacha, divi- 
ded into feveral little pavilions, all on 
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the ground floor, and by ‘the water 
fide; they have a pretty appearance 
without, being built regularly. 

Two cannon placed on a {mall plat- 
form was part of the cannon foundry 
eftablifhed by Baron. Tort.) ''This 
officer did a moft effential fervice to 
the Turks; he gave them the: firft 
ideas of a regular fortification, taught 
them the due. proportion’ and advan- 
tage of artillery ; his foundry is ftill to 
be feen with its furnaces, of which the 
French officers have lately made'‘ufe. 

The part of Conftantinople oppofite 
to this is called the Fanal; it isa 
hill, the houfes on which being ‘fitua- 
ted on the declivity, afford an agree- 
able profpeét; ‘The richeft Greeks of 
the empire are-fettled there ; the prin- 
ces of Moldavia and Wallachia have 
alfo their refidence there, which might 
be called palaces of thefe princes, 
although clothed .with foverei 

er in the provinces, of which. the 
orte entrufts them with the govern- 
ment, were they not while they are at 
Conftantinople, the Chief among the 
tributaries who bow the neckto’ the 
yoke of fervitude. 9 

The At-Meydan, ‘or the’ /guate of 
horfes, is the moft confiderable iw Con- 
ftantinople. ‘There is in it an Egyp- 
tian obelifk, on which are fome hiero- 
glyphics, and'a very fine colomn of 
porphyry, {plic in many places, and fe- 
cured by hoops of iron. 

The Turks believe the ftorythatMa- 
homet IJ, had fplit with’a back : ftroke 
of his fabre, one of the ferpents which 
form a column, raifed in the middle 
of this fquare.: It is bounded on one 
fide by fome houfes of ‘a bad” appear- 
ance, and by a beautiful mofque on 
the other, the perittile of which is 2 
colonade : fome extenfive gaps occa- 
fioned by fire increafes the extent of 
thisground, which is fometimes ufed 
for the amufement of the Giritta, 
which’ is a kind , of tilting, and 
ferved formerly fora horfé market. 

The feven towers; an edifice of 
immenfe exteht, furronidéd ‘by walls 
flanked with large towérs, is the! ri- 
fon fo mach dteaded by the minifters 
of thofe ‘powérs who:happen to have 
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any conteft with the Ottoman port ; 
this citadel, whofe fortifications are 
fufficient: only-. to: fecure prifoners, 
commands the fea of Marmora, and 
extends along. its fides.. ‘The daft fire 
in) 1782, which :confumed near a 
third of Conftantinople;. deftroyed a 
number of: unfortunate _ wretclies, 
who were imprifoned-in this fortrefs, 
many buildings in. the interior parts 
of which. were > confumed- bythe 
flames. j 

The port of Conftantinople has: a 
vattdepth of water, the currents which 
are conftantly fcouring it, preferves it 
always in good condition ; veffels of 
all fizes may anchor here in. fafety, 
and-even lay a.cable on fhore.. There 
is not one quay round this port; the 
approaches to the landing places, are 
only narrow places, and three barks 
a breaft can fearcely lay at the planks 
placed there to facilitate the embark- 
ation and landing. 

The tower of Leander; which has 
fome cannon mounted even with the 
ground, has within a very fine {pring 
of freth water, although it is fituated 
on a-rock in the middle of the ftrait ; 
fome lanterns are lighted here every 
night to ferye-as a guide to thi 
Thé city. of Scutari, built on the Afia- 
tic fhore, oppofite. to Conftantinople, 
rifes \in:.form -of an amphitheatre, 
and. commands the entrance te the ca- 
nal, i¢ feems. to make one of the fuburbs 
to the capital, and has in the environs 
fome beautiful maufoleums and fuperb 
tombs. . --The' Ottomans. regard. the 
Afiatic.fhore as the country of their 
forefathers ; and if the right-of con- 
queft. induces..them ‘to refide in-Eu- 
sope, their fanatacifm makes them with 
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to depofit their afhes in Afia; this 
defire makes. the number of burying 
— ini the neighbourhood of 
cutari immenfe. .1 hefe alfo, like 
thofe in the environs of.Conftanti- 
nople, ferve as places of rendezvous 
to the women of all ranks; their pre- 
tence for vifiting them), is. to weep 
over the afhes of their relations: ‘The 
quantity of cyprefs trees. planted. in 
them, affords -a fine’ fhade and an 
agreeable frethnefs. © But as the men 
have alfo the fame — to refort 
thither and. weep.over their deceafed 
friends, the fair devotees have’ fre- 
quent opportunities to comfort them- 
felves with the living for the lofs of 
the dead. 

The ftranger who does not. go there 
to dry the eyes of the widow, ob- 
ferves with regret ,an infinite number 
of broken colpymns, covered with in- 
{criptions in gold, on a blue ground. 
They. proclaim, the ignorance of the 
Turks in all ages,who, after having 
enflaved and defolated Greece, jealous 
of the fuperiority of thefe matter 

ieces of art over their-own bad ratte, 
a placed over their tombs fome of 
the moft precious remains of ancient 
marble, lefs for the fake of making 
their wretched monuments refpectable, 
than to infult' the memory: of a people 
who were able to immortalize their 
exiftence by fuch monuments of great- 
nefs. 

Such is the capital of the Ottoman 
empire, which is daily rifing-up from 
its athes; the Wr is nearly 
equal to Paris, and feems for three 
centuries to have braved the. rava 
of the plague; which is here cent 
conftant and deftru€tive, =... 


Or. rut PRESENT REIGNING SULTAN, SELIM; REGULATIONS OF 
Tus SERAGLIO;.or tHe pxesumetive HEDTR, ano Mope.or 
Succession rn THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


BY .THE SAME.s - 


: HE death of Sultan Abadl 
amet put an end to the:cap- 

tivity. of his nephew, Sultan Selim, 
whofe.acceffion to the empire, it was 


judged, would animate the: interior 
operation of government ; and the Ja- 
niffaries, who founded all their ho 
on ip courage and intrepidity of his 
2 cha- 
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charaéter, foon forgot their deceafed 
Sultan, whom they had often accufed 
of ignorance and weaknefs. ©The 
few Sultan, ‘Selim, at firit appointed 
to the conimand of the armies his 
Grand Vizier Youflif Pacha, ‘who, 
from the low condition’ of a flave to 
the high admiral,: had, by Sultan 
Abdul Hamet, been raifed to the firtt 
ftation in the empire, and poffeffed 
his prince’s entire confidence. Youf- 
fif Pacha, in a fhort time; was facri- 
ficed to envy, banifhed into Beffara- 
bia, and his poft pgiven‘to the Pacha 
of Vidin, who had often diftinguifh- 
ed himfelf inthe laft war. 

The Turks ate feldom favoured 
with a fight of their fovereign; it is 
only on a Friday that his highnefs re- 
pairs, attended by a’ pompous and 
magnificent train, to the mofque of 
San&a Sophia, from whence, after 
having finifhed his devotions, he re- 
turns- back within thofe'walls where 
inany of his predeceffors have been 
often troubled with the tevole of 
their Janiffaries, and have even paid 
the forfeit of their lives for their own 
inattention, or for the ekaCtions of 
their minifters. 

A very numerous guard of Boftan- 
gis, diftinguifhed: by-a latge cap made 
of fearlet cloth, and faliing down be- 
hind, keep watch fight ‘and day in 
the courts atid rownd the walls of the 
feraglio. .A multitude of eunuchs, 
Beth whiré und black, form *the inte- 
tior guard, and do not permit even 
women to éntér whtil they have been 
phifically affited of ‘their fex. 

‘The nvaniners of this palace, inac- 
deffible to the ‘male’ fex, ‘ate’ dittle 
known; and ‘the -vatious relations 
thereof, given by fome females who 
have attained admiffion with diffi- 
Gulty, ate. not fufficiently attelted to 
induce us t6 believe’ that they have 
been well informed of the. tules pte- 
ferved in a place fo very extenfive, di- 
vided into fo many depattments,'and 
where a profound fecrecy reigns ; and 
where int?igue, ambition, hatred, and 
even treafon, are‘every ‘day practifed. 

Tt ig only ‘known, that when a Sul- 
tan facteeds “to ‘the “etgpire, ‘all’ the 


nobles prefent him with female virgin 
flaves; this is done with a view to fe- 
cure themfelves fo many patronefies: 
from thefe, and the females educated 
in the feraglio from their infancy, his 
en feleéts fix virgins, who are 
called Aadens, or princeflés ; but the 
Sultan Abdol Hamet, finding (doubt- 
lefs) that this number was not fufi- 
cient, had inftalled: a feventh. Ic 
may be prefumed: that»Sulean Selim 
will not omit following his uncle's 
example in that refpect. — Of thefe 
kaduns, the firft who brings forth a 
male child has a pre-eminence over 
the others, without however acquir- 
ing the exclufive titk of favourite 
Sultana. ‘There are alfo many other 
women in the feraglio, whofe num- 
bers are limited only by: the will of 
the Sultan; but they feldom bring 
forth any children, owing to the jea- 
loofy and intrigues of the kadwuns, 
who think they have an exclufive 
right to give fucceflors tothe empire. 
His highnefs alfo receives a young 
virgin every Friday: this facrifice, 
continued. every week, cannot fail to 
be troublefome to him in an advanced 
age; but it is oneof the privileges of 
the ‘thonarchy, and what’ no ‘Sultan 
will omit. . If ‘ their “interview ap- 
pears, ‘at the ehd of ‘a certain time, 
not to be attended’ with any: -confe. 
quences, great’ care is taken to pro- 
vide hufbands for -thefe young gitls, 
and there are plenty always ready to 
efpoufe them; ‘but if ‘the Solan takes 
a particulat affection to°any of ‘thefe 
young flaves, and withes to preferve 
them from the murdeéring projeéts of 
their rivals, who would:certaimby en- 
deavour to prevent theirbringing forth 
any iffue, he gives orders for their {e- 
curity; but their children cannot 
claim any Gtleto the imperial feccef- 
fioh, pfovided any of the kaduns 

have-male children. ; 
The prefumptive heir is confined 
in ‘a Yuarter of the feraglio; he ‘has 
no women in his power but fuch as 
are pat the age of bearing ¢hildren; 
his‘mother is confined ‘in the \old fe- 
raglio, for fear thar her withes to ex- 
alt ‘her fon'to the throne, !before -his 
time, 
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time, fhould produce any intrigues 
that might bring on a revolt or a re- 
volution: fhe is. permitted tofee her 
fon only twice. a«year, at the two 
feafts of the great and litele Beyram, 
when the Sultan carries: him to. the 
old feraglio; the one.goes to view the 
nurfery of “his pleafures, for there the 
young Circaffians, Georgians, and 
others, who are bought in their in- 
fancy from thofe ‘who bring them to 
Conftantinople ; and the-other to en- 
joy, for a few. hours; the embraces of 
her who gavehim birth: after which 
the yeung prince forrowfully rerurns 
through the ftreets, cafts a few glances 
on the attendants who furround him, 
beholds. only his tyrant and: his 
guards,and doubtiefs fighs for she 
moment in which the death of him 
who holds: kim. in flavery fhail bring 
thofe who now keep him in captivity 
proftrate at his feet. 

Notwithftanding this precaution in 
keeping the prince, who has the right 
of fucceffion to the empire, thus fe- 
queftered, the Janiflaries have often 
depofed the Sultan, and placed on the 
throne the perfon thus kept .in capti- 
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e brother facceeds the brother, 
and the'nephew fucceeding the uncle, 
acquires, at a more advanced age, the 
inheritance of his father. Thus Sul- 
tan Selim, fon of Sultan Muftapha, 
fucceeds -his uncle Abdul Hamet, and 
the fon of the latter, who, in his 
tutn, is now confined, will aflume 
the'enfigns of royalty after the deach 
of Sultan Selim, This method of 


fucceffion appears ee judicious, as 


it préferves the ftate from thofe fatal 
confeguences which almoft conftantly 
atténd the minority of ‘the fovereign. 
At the death of ‘a Sultan, the new 
emperor removes ail the kaduns and 
other women belonging to his prede- 
ceffor into the old feraglio, and re- 
peoples his haram in the ufval man- 
ner ; all thofe who have not had an 
children, or whofe children are dead, 
are fodn married to the ‘lords, who 
look on it as a great honour ‘to be 
permitted to efpoufe the widow of 
their“ fatter. * Sat. eee 


The cuftom of the’ Ottomans is to 
inveft the new Sultan, when proclaim. 
ed, with a‘ fword; he ‘is then fur- 
rounded with Janiflaries, of which 
he becomes one,'and ‘his’ name in- 
fcribed, is carried’ at the head of the 
firt. legion of that militia; he takes 
an oath to preferve their privileges, 
and promifes to all orders-of the em- 
pire to-rule over them with juftice. 

It moft be confefled that this cere- 
mony is much mare fuited to a noble 
and warlike nation, than thofe ufed in 
the-inauguration of ‘the fovereipns of 
Europe, who receive thofe marks of 
their fubjeds . obedience’ on ‘their 
knees, hending their ‘heads-before the 
prelate who crownsthem. © It is true, 
that by being invefted with the dig- 
nities of Kalif 1and fupreme Inam, 
the Sultan immediately becomes mo- 
narch and high prieft. The fuccef- 
fors of Mahomed, who affumed the 
title of Kalif, or Vicar of the Pro- 
phet, fucceffively removed their royal 
feats from Medina to Couffa, on the 
Euphrates, and at Jaft eftablifhed it at 
Bagdat, where it remained many ages. 
Thefe kaliffs at firft aflumed both the 
be mgr and royalty, until the 

urkifh fultans began to find ‘how 
dangerous it was to be fubjeft to a 
foreign pontiff, who poffefied a fove- 
reignty ; they dreaded expoling them- 
felves to. the payment of ecclefialtical 
dues, therefore oppofed his bulls, and 

revented the exportation of {pecie. 
hey would doubtlefs ‘without ‘this 
have feen an army of dervifes {pring 
up under the name of the company 
of Mahomet, who would have under- 
mined the Imperial authority, and 
joined with the Kaliff of “Bagdat in 
the abufe of their miniftry. Thefe 
teafons combined were fufficiently 
powerful to induce the “Sultans to 
deprive the Kaliffy’ of gheir’ double 
authority. They at’ firft refpefied 
them from policy, but by degrees they 
affumed ‘the prieftly power to, them- 
félves, and the efteem for them which 
was fupported only by opinion, gtew 
Weaker, and at laft difappeated. The 
be a in hig joint charatters of 
Kali? aid fupréme Imam, regards 
the 
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-the . Mufti only as_ his fecretary 
and interpreter, to explain the Al- 
coran. From’ hence arifes. the real 
gtandeur of the Ottoman prince, who 
never is required to bend the knee to 
any mortal; while the firft prince in 
Eufope, who has only the rank of 
agen in the Roman hierarchy, can 
Only: be placed: after the dean of the 
cardinals in a pontificate ceremony. 

The aigrette is among the Orto- 
-mans, the mark»of Imperial power; 
the fultan and his children only have 
the privilege of wearing it, It is 
compofed of many large diamonds 
fatmounted with black plumes, of 

t value; and -is-placed in the mid- 
le -of the turban, above the fore- 
head. 

The fultan has a palace on the ca- 
nal of the Black Sea, and another in 
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the middle of the port. It is a grand 
and magnificent fight to fee this fove- 
reign and jhis train pafsiin his gondo- 
las ; the figure of a cock; of folid gold, 
which is "pon. the. royal gondola, dif- 
qinguifiee ta from a teft. All of 
them: are richly... painted: and: gilt, 
rowed by -ftout .boatmen ; they: pafs 
through the water. with a: furprizing 
celerity;. while .the- artillery. of the 
Seraghio, the arfenal, and the fhips, by 
repeated ane of artillery, falute 
his Highnefs as he: paffes. 

The fultan, like the other princesof 
Europe, has. many great officers of his 
houfhold, who hold »the firft--rank -in 
the empire ; their employments are 
in general fimilar to thofe in. other 
European courts, except the eftablith- 
ment of the eunuchs, which are pe- 
culiar to the Afiatic. princes, 
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Memoria ON THE STATE OF THE 
Inctanp.-anxp _Forsicn Com- 
MERCE OF. FRANCE, FROM THE 
rirnst Cavsapde To tHE Reicn 
or Lovis XI. 4 work which 
obtained the prize from the Royal A- 
cademy of Infcriptions and Belles Let- 
tres, at their public Sitting, Eafter, 
19789... By M. Cliquot- de Bler- 
vache. Paris, 8vo, 1790. 


HE commerce of France, fays 

Mr. .Cliquot, was. confider - 

able before the.conqueft of Gaul by 
the Romans ;..it was, however, very 
much confined fome ages afterwards; 
~ which muft. naturally furprife us, if 
we examine the geographical pofition 


of the kingdom, its, natural,;advan- 


tages, the many navigable rivers, nu- 
merons ‘paitures, the fertilisy, of. the. 
ground, and. its. very great,. labori- 
ous, active, and intelligent population. 

Many caufes, coabecren to. effect 
this decay of commerce... The form 
of government; infurreCtions of, the 


great vaffals againft the royal autho- 
rity; the. feudal raifed on the’ ruins 
of their ancient monarchy; perfo- 
nal flavery annexéd to the Tands ; the 
enormous. power and’ fichés” of the 
clergy ; the multiplicity of ‘tolls ; the 
little proteétion cominerce received 
from the crown ; fearcity of capital ; 
the exorbitant’ intereft of money ;' the 
low efteem in which thofe who fol- 
lowed commerce and agriculture were 
held, and the bad Gondirion of the 
roads &¢. What a multitude’ of obfta- 
cles to the improvement of the ‘public 
welfare! many of ‘them our” preéfent 
National Affembly have had to en- 
counter, 

The profperous fituation of France 
under Charlemagne lafted only dutin 
chis reign. When Hugh Capet affame 
that feeptre which "Kad trembled in 
the hands of the weak kings ‘of the 
fecond race, the kingdom was divided 
into. almoft as many fovereignties as 
there: were provirices. From whence 
fprung a total lofs of legitimate autho- 

tity, 
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rity, a confufion and incoherence of 
cuftoms: The kingdom, (fays Me- 
zeraj) was then Sibjel to the feudal 
law, and avas gaverned rather like a 
great ficf, than a monarchy. 

Qur kings, he afterwards ‘tells us, 
fometimes: paid homage to their own 
fubjeéts: for lands they held of them. 
This ftrange cuftom was not abolithed 
until Phillip le Bel converted that 
homage into a pecuniary indemnity. 

In vain did the firft kings of the third 
race employ theimfelves in meafures 
for the ‘intreafe of commerce; their 
authority was’ of no avail over fuch 
§ powerful vaffals, who had affumed 
the fovereign powers of making war, 
raifing impofts, &c. 

To-alter this monftrous order of 
things was referved for a gentleman 
of Picardy, who, having travelled 
over Paleftine in the habit of a her- 
mit, where he was witnefs of the 
evils the Chriftians fuffered under the 
Muffalman government, returned in- 
to France with a view to ftimulate 
his fellow fubjeéts, by -he report he 
gave of the wretched fituation of their 
brethren, to- affiit them. Pope Ur- 
ban at_ the, fame time forefeeing the 
poflibility of augmenting the right 
and prerogatives. of his fee, by 
preaching a crufade againft the Malf- 
falpabar bisia was foon after feen 


covered with the enfigns of France. 
Mr. Cliquot does not endeavour to 
hide either the fanaticifm, or the mis- 
fortunes.of thefe emigrations; but he 
observes Cur have produced two re- 


markable advantages. for pofterity ; 
that. it, was not until that epocha, that 
the people, hitherto in a ftate of de- 
srolinet were, confideréd as a va- 
luable portion of the community, and 
that the’ firft.attacks were now made 
on the barbarous defpotifm of the 
feudal fyftem. 

The.barons, when they returned 
from, thefe.expeditions, had-.cox- 
tracted, heavy debts; which obliged 
them either.so fell or. mortgage their 
fiefs... They-obtained permiffion for 
this. of the fovereign, who at the 
fame time gave leave for the plebei- 
ans to purchafe, and hold them for 
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a certain rent payable to the fove- 
teign. This rent required by. the 
prince was in the Cambrefis called 
the soz-guot, and was paid into ‘the 
rower 4 of hice The enor: 
mous difproportion of property now 
infenfibly a lefs, a art. of 
the real property of the kingdom 
returning into the hands of the-péo- 
ple, whem the feudal fyftem had de- 
prived of it. . 
A fecond advantage arifing from 
thefe crufades, was the opening’ com- 
munication with Afia, Africa, and 
the ports of Europe wathed by the 
Mediterranean, which had been hither- 
to unknown tothe French merchants. 
Venice, Pifa, and Genoa felr the 
firt effeéts of this revolution. The 
riches of thefe republics increafed con- 
fiderably, ‘‘but,” fays our author, 
they preferved them no longer than 
they were able to keep in their hands 
the means by which they had acquired 
them: for the greateft advantage ari- 
fing to an empire from commerce 
and agriculture is not the introduétion 
of circulating riches’; they would be 
fo much the more dangerous, ‘as they 
would introduce ‘luxury and’ its 
natural affociate immorality, if] thefe 
two arts, and agriculture in parfti- 
cular, did not at the fame time intro- 
duce other advantages infinitely more 
important..- They infpite a love of 
labour, a powerful means to ‘inftil 
good manners, and the fpirit of or- 
der and economy, (which aét as 
powerfully for publi¢ as private wel- 
fare), the improvement of the foil, 
the only fource of trae riches, ‘and 
laftly, a defire for liberty, fo’ necefe 
fary in traffic and cireulation. ! 
ft was not before’ the end of ‘the 
thirteenth, and in the courfe’ of the 


fourteenth century, when ‘thefe alié. 


nations became more frequent,’ thac 
the good effects Of this revolution be- 
gan ‘to be felt. “Until then, ‘com- 


‘merce was: triffitig.* How could” it 


exift'in a nation confifting only of 
feudal proprietors, and flaves fode- 
pendant on the foil, that they ‘were 
difpofed of with it, like the meaneft 
cattle? We cannot here omit the 

ninth 
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ninth note.on the firf part, in which, 
in fupport of what has been faid, we 
read the following fact. Jn 1155, 
Hugh de Champs-fléury, Bifhop of Soif- 
Jans, being in want of a fine berfe to 
make bis entry. ixto his epifeopal city, be 
was prefented with one, for which be 
gove five ferfs, or bondfmen in returu, 
that it, three men and tavo women. Effay 
Hit. fur Paris, tom. V. page 423. 
The church and the nobility were 
then in poffeffion of every thing, but 
their immenfe territories produced 
little. “Part ‘of their lands remained 
barren; ‘and the other parts were 
hadly cultivated by the hands of thofe 
who had no-profpect of reaping the 
benefit of their labour. 
.. Fothis picture of the fituation of 
France, {which we have greatly 
abridged) fucceeds an examination 
of the following queftions. Firft, 
What was the commerce of the fouthern 
provinces? Second, What has been 
that of the northern? Third, In what 
manner bas it been carried on ? 
Fir, We ought, fays Mr. Cli- 
quo:, to premife, that .at the time 
of the fir Crufade, our kings were 
unable to afford protection to the in- 
terior and.exterior commerce of the 
fouthern parts of France, only indi- 
reQily...They had long been under 
the laws of foreign princes. Thefe 
eoafts belonged to the counts of Tou- 
loufe, and to the kings of Majorca, 
Caftile, and Arragon. Our princes 
had only. fome ports on the ocean, 
but none .of them had any on the 
Mediterranean before St, Louis. This 
rince was.the firft who had an of- 
Bcer with the ritle of admiral. It 
will be in vain,:to objec to this, 
that \Philip Avguftus, in his expe- 
dition againt England, equipped a 
fleet of 17090,,veflels ; that Saint 
Louis departed. forthe Holy Land 
with s800 fhips, The lefs-perfec& 
thefe fhips were,the more they flood 
in need of, the author of the Z/ay ox 
the \ Ancient Marine obferves, that 
thefe, apparenily,. were all. badly 


equipped. itt 
The fouthern’ provinces, happily 
fitwated for the commerce of Afia, 


carried iton long under the protection 
of the Italian republics, and Mar. 
feilles was the firt that reaped any 
benefit from the eftablifhment of the 
Crufades in Afia. The abolition of 
flavery.in thefe provinces was tathet 
the work of opinion, and of . public 
morals, than of any law. They 
were at laft emerged from that ftate 
of barbarifm, in which the Jews 
were permitted to purchafe the la- 
bouring people of the country as 
flaves, and. fell them. again to the 
Saracens of Spain and Africa; where, 
(fays P Hiftoire General de Provence, 
tom. ii.) unhappy people were fent 
to fuffer in chains, jn that very place 
which now furnithes flaves to the reft 
of the world. . 

The crufades are the true epocha 
of the rife of commerce, at Marfeilles, 
The troops went at firft through Hun- 
gary, but fuffered fo much in the 
march, that they preferred going by 
fea. ‘Then Marfeilles furnifhed a part 
of the thips for tranfporting them, 
vidtualled them for the voyage, and 
abforbed great part of the money of 
the crufaders, 

This happy ftate of our fouthern 
cities ended about the middle of the 
fourteenth century, by the long and 
ruinous wars which the Counts of 
Provence carried on for the preferva- 
tion of the rights acquired by the 
houfe of Anjou to the kingdoms. of 
Naples and Sicily, by the conquetts 
which Charles, brother of St. Louis, 
had made thereof. 

*Tis thus, fays our author, that the 
ies of the houfe of Anjou facri- 

ced their true interefts, and thofe of 
Provence, to the acquifition of rights, 
which were juft without doubt, but 
which their ftrength was neither fufi- 
cient to purfue or to preferve; fo that 
the commerce of Marfeilles could not 
recover itfelf until after Charles Count 
du Maine had furrendered to Lewis 
XI. Provence, and his title to Na- 
ples. and Sicily. 

Our limits will not permit us to 
follow Mr. Cliquot through ‘the de- 
tails he enters‘into on the commerce 
of the fouthern, and fome of th 
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weftern provinces of France, long 
groaning under the weight of duties 
and impofts, little proportioned to en- 
courage that induftry which cannot 
be too much favored. Let us only 
obferve, with our author, that before 
the ctufades our workmen ufed only 
hemp, flax and wool, although filk 
was known in Europe from the rei 

of the Emperor Juftinian: that Spain 
was earlier than France in the fabri- 
cation of filk; that the ufe of thofe 
manufactures wasintroduced into Pro- 
vence before the art of weaving them, 
which was not known there before 
the end of the twelfth century ; and 
that filk was ftill fearcer in France in 

13453 fince the manufacture of that 
commodity did not make any confider- 
able progrefs before the time of Henry 
IJ. under whom, we may obferve, 
that filks as well as metals ate men- 
tioned in the treaties of redemption 
and ranfom. 

Secondly. We are told in hiftory, that 
if France has been long but little ad- 
vanced in the knowledge of commerce, 
fhe was, however, in that refpect 
much fuperior to England, who at 
that time was beholden to her induf- 
try. It would not, Mr. Cliquot ob- 
ferves, be difficult to prove that it is 
from the ancient ordinances of our 
kings they have drawn their beft com- 
mercial laws. If we perufe the edicts 
of Charles VIII. thole of Lewis XII. 
in 1504, and of Francis I. in 1538 
we fhall find the principles and bafis 
of their whole fyftem. 

Until the fixteenth century, Great 
Britain knew no other method of 
drawing a profit from her wool, but 
by felling it unwrought, for want of 
knowing how to manufacture it; 
and this ignorance continued until 
1558, when the Duke of Guife 
made himfelf mafter of Calais, which 
place had hitherto been the only and 
general mart for that valuable mer- 
chandife, which for many ages en- 
riched and cloathed our northern pro- 
vinces, 

In 1256, the city of Amiens was 
famous for fine dying. This profef- 
fion, and felling the fine materials, was 
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here followed by the mof opulent 
and refpettable citizens, fince from 
the time of the eftablithment of the 
Commons, it was a neceflary qualifi- 
cation for an alderman to be one of 
the body of waidiers or dyers. 

The‘cities of Beauvais and Arras, 
until the end of the r¢th century, 
flourithed exceedingly by their wool- 
len manufaQures; but the latter 
having been fo imprudent as to pro- 
voke the anger of that terrible prince 
Lewis XI. he treated it with the 
greatelt rigor, and deftroyed it. He 
was afterwards inclined to rebuild 
it ; but he did not confider, that po» 
pulation and induftry are not fo ea- 
fily reftored, as walls are rebuilt. 

Flanders has con ftantly béen the fa- 
vourite refidence of agriculture and 
mantfaétures. The inhabitants have 
never neglééted the working of thefe 
two minés of true riches, both 
equally the produce of their foil. 
The Flemings and the other manufac- 
turing towns of Belgic Gaul are in- 
debted for their flourifhing fituation, 
to the fale they had gained by the 
confumption of their manufactures in 
Germany, in the North, and par- 
ticularly in England; the latter 
country, from the eleventh century 
to the time of the difcovery of Ame- 
rica, had been the fource of the 
profperity of the Flemings; fo that 
it is not furprifing, that during that 
period, they manifefted a much great- 
er refpeét for the Englith than for 
the French. 

In purfuing his enquiries refpect- 
ing the northern provinces, our at- 
thor conduéts us from the Low Coun- 
tries to Normandy, a province which 
has ever been celebrated for its in- 
duftry. In the fifteenth century, 
we find the city of Yvetot much 
diftinguifhed. The inhabitants were 
allowed an exemption from all taxes 
and impofitions, in all the commer- 
cial towns'in the province, particu- 
larly for the cloths which the Spa- 
niards brought into France. They 
manufaétured their own wool, and 
fold their cloths tothe Frénch. The 

H Englifh 
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Englifh, on the contrary, fold their 
wool to the French, who in return, 
fold them the very fine ituffs they had 
manufactured with it. The connec- 
tions of Spain and England, with 
the commerce of France, is at pre- 
fent teverfed, a revolution occafioned 
by the difcovery of the metals of 
America. Spain, intoxicated by their 
new pofleffions, thought, that by pof- 
felling the reprefentative matter of all 
value, they hadnolongerany occafion 
tobe induftrious; abandoned the reali- 
ty forits fymbol, and feized the fhadow 
for the fubftance.. Their manufac- 
tures gradually difappeared, and their 
deferted provinces convinced them, 
when it was too late, of their error, 
in exchanging an indultrious popula- 
tion for lifelefs filver. , 

The manufaétory of ftuffs, culti- 
vation, and both importation and 
exportation, flourifhed in Normandy 
with the greateft activity. ‘The cities 
of Rouen, St. Lo, and Caen, applied 
particularly to manufactures. 

When the Englith ravaged this 
province in 1340, they made an im- 
menfe booty. The city of St. Lo 
was plundered. Contemporary au- 
thors relate, that xo man living can 
conceive the immenfe property that was 
acquired there, and the great barveft of 
cloths found therein. "The city of Caen 
experienced the fame calamity ; the 
plundering of that city lafted three 
days, and was fo very confiderable, 
that the Englifh loaded their whole 
fleet with cloths, jewels, veflels of 
gold and filver, and every other kind 
of riches. 

The fovereigns of Bretagne had 
encouraged arts and commerce. But 
ahe wars they had to maintain, to 
Support themfelves in their domi- 
nions, had driven out the weavers, 
the dyers, the hat-makers, and 
others. Their duke, Peter II. to 
induce them to return, promifed 
thofe who eftablifhed themfelves at 
Vannes, that they fhould be exempt 
from all hearth money, taxes, and 
other impofitions, during their lives. 
This prince, in 1464, renewed all 
the treatics of commerce which ex- 
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ifted between England and Bretagne. 
The duchefs renewed: them in 1489, 
with the fame privileges. 

The Normans and Britons were 
the firft Europeans who difcovered 
the weftern coafts of Africa, which 
were known in the time of the Prolo- 
mies, but had been fince neglected. 
Thefe two people have even a claim 
of having’ pufhed their difcoveries to 
the weftward, and into the North 
fea. 

A Norman gentleman, who did 
not think a knowledge of the com- 
merce of his country would derogate 
from his rank, Jean de Bethancourt, 
lord of Grainville, tired of the 
troubles which then divided France, 
conceived a projeét of exploring a 
paflage on the North fea, towards the 
weft. 

He departed in 1402, in queft of 
difcoveries ; but this enterprize was 
only a prefage of the courfe ‘com- 
merce would open to itfelf by new 
ways. 

By conneéting what has been faid 
of the commerce of the northern 
provinces, with the view of that of 
the fouthern, we may form an idea 
of the general commerce of France, 
from the time of the firft crufade, 
until Lewis XII. But our author 
does not think he has fulfilled his 
tatk, if he does not attempt to trace 
the manner inwhich it has been carried 
on in the fame {pace of time. This 
is the fubjeét of the third part of his 
memorial. 

The commerce was with difficulty 
carried on in the firft ages, of which 
Mr. Cliquot has fpoken. The dan- 
ger of the paflages, roads fearcely 
paflable, many dangers, fearcity of 
capital, high intereft of money; 
the difgraceful fituation in which 
thofe who purfued agriculture or 
commerce were held; the profound 
ignorance of the people, and the 
difficulty of correfpondence ; fuch 
were the obftacles which powerfully 
oppofed the progrefs of commerce. 
Even in thecities, the ftreets were 
not paved, this was not attended to 
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Avarice, or diftruft of thofe who 
poflefled money, were at this time 
fo prevalent, that they melted down 
their money into ingots. As to the 
intereft of money, the common rate 
was from twenty to a hundred per 
cent; this continued until the fil- 
teenth century. The Jews and Lom- 
bards, who were afterwards too 
much imitated by the natives, car- 
ried on this fhameful traffic, which 
the ordinances of Philip le Bel, 
Charles V..Charles VI, and Lewis 
XII. could not prevent. 

It is true, that perfonal fervitude 
difappeared entirely in the fifteenth 
century; but the manumifions were not 
gratuitous. Perfonai was commuted 
into real fervitude ; even the glebe 
became fervile, and the feudal rights 
on the glebe, were fettled in pro- 
portion to the exhorbitant rate of 
intereft, This glebe was alfo bur- 
thened with the ecclefiaftical tythe, 
a burden which the nation acceded 
to, but with the greateft repugnance, 
and under the exprefs ftipulation that 
itmight be redeemed. Thofe enormous 
proceedings, fays Mr. Cliquot, muft 
neceflarily reprefs the feeds of the an- 
nual productions, thus a great part of 
the foil remained barren, or was cover- 
ed with immenfe forefts. Three caufes 
have fince concurred to raife agricul- 
ture from the depreffed ftate to which 
the feudal fyftem had reduced it. 

Firft. ‘The exterior commerce of ° 
the eftablifhed manufa@ures. Se- 
cond, The numerous and extenfive 
ceflions which the lords of large ter- 
ritories made to the’ monaftic orders, 
which increafed aftonifhingly in the 
eleventh and twelfth century, which 
grants were all made in franc al- 
lemoigne, and were not loaded with 
any feudal rights, fince moft of their 
rents were fixed in money. The 
more enlightened ecclefiafticsavoided 
this error, they left thefe rights in 
their original ftate ; fo that thefe do- 
ties were always burthenfome to a- 
grienlture, 

In treating of the operations of 
commerce, the author has thought 
himfelf opliged to advert to the ope- 
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rations of agriculture; they are, he 
obferves, fo clearly united, that the 
fame means which makes the one 
profper, animates the activity of the 
other. There exilts between them 
a conneétion formed by nature, with 
a tacit agreement to fhare the profit 
or lofs. Agriculture finds the capi- 
tal, commerce fixes its value. Their 
courfe has been always more or lefs 
obftructed, either by prejudice, ig- 
norance, or a want of means, in the 
periods our author has been re- 
Viewing. 

«« They had then,” fays he, ‘no fix- 
ed ideas of the intrinfic vaiue of the 
ref{pective monies ; on the utility and 
principle of keeping both the value, 
and rate of intereft fixed; on the 
connections of intereft between them 
and their neighbours, on the advan- 
tage of a confiderable exportation, 
of which they were afraid, and of 
the danger of a deftructive impor- 
tation, which they permitted. They 
did not yet forefee all the advantages 
that could accrue from the oeconomy 
of the Jabour of men. A vicious 
regulation, fapported by the dread 
of a moderate and wilely proportioned 
export of corn, arrefted the progrefs 
of agriculture. This latter prejudice, 
which has prevailed-againft the moft 
ufeful of all arts, has continued even 
to our time; and proves how forcibly 
the ftrength of a received opinion, 
and the empire of a favourite error, 
can operate againit reafon.” 

As there were no polts then efta- 
blithed, it was difficult for the mer- 
chants to eftablith a correfpondence 
for the fale of their merchandize, par- 
ticularly in the interior parts of the 
kingdom. They were fupplied by 
fairs: by degrees, every province, 
every city, every town, had one efta- 
blithed in it; but moft of them were 
only markets, and ferved only for 
the fale of the produétion of the 
country. There were fome which 
were much more confiderable, to 
which a great number of merchants 
repaired, not only of France, but 
from almoft every part of Europe. 


Of this fort of fairs, were thofe of 
H 2 Mont. 
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Montpellier, Beauvais, Lyons, Caen, 
Guibray, Rouen, St. Denis, &c. but 
. the moft celebrated were thofe of 
Champagne and Brie. In thefe pro- 
vinces they had fix in a year, of 
which two were held at Troyes, the 
others at Provence, Lagny-fur-Marne, 
Reims, and Bar-fur-Aube. 

Thefe profperous days for Cham- 
pagne continued until 1445, when 
they were removed to Lyons, to which 
place they have carried the fame de- 

ree of opulence. The nobility then 
did not blufh on entering into the 


parfuit of commerce; that clafs of 
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citizens was not then confined to one 
only, in which they could ferve their 
country, and was not afhamed of a 
profeffion fo ufeful to fociety. 

The advantages which the fairs had 
produced were greatly encreafed by a 
celebrated eftablifhment known by the 
name of the Hans-towns, an aflocia- 
tion of certain cities in the Baltic for 
the protection of their commerce. 

A variety of curious details renders 
this work very interefting: thefe our 
limits will not permit us to enter far- 
ther into, , 
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TRAVELS TO DISCOVER THE 
Sources or THe Nite, By 
James Bruce, of Kinnaird, E/. 
F.R.S. 5 Vols. 4to. Robin- 
fons. 


A‘ length the long-expected tra- 


vels of Mr. Bruce have made 
their appearance. Convinced of the 
difficulty of the tafk Mr. Bruce had 
to effe&, we with to avoid any criti- 
cifm, and at the fame time, fully con- 
vinced that the work might have been 
- to the world in a much better 
yle, we fhall equally abftain from pa- 
negyric. An Analytical Review of 
this work, we conceive, will give fuch 
of our readers as have not an opportu- 
nity of reading it the beft idea, and 
thofe who have fuch an opportunity 
will judge for themfelves. 

It commences with a dedication to 
the king, in which a very proper com- 
pliment is paid to the fovereign, on 
the great encouragement he has given 
to difcoveries. The author then 
proceeds to ftate fome of the difficul- 
ties attending the undertaking. “ 'To 
a country whofe fituation was barely 
known, placed under the moft incle- 
ment fkies, in part furrounded by 
impenetrable foreits, where the beafts 
had eftablithed a fovereignty, and in 
part by vatt deferts of moving fands, 
where nothing was to be found that 


had the breath of life; thus thut up, 
the inhabitants had been long growing 
every day more barbarous, and defied 
the curiofity of travellers of every 
nation.” 

Under thefe difficulties, he under- 
took the difcovery, and from Egypt 
penetrated through Arabia, employ- 
ing fix years in the furvey, and in 
that time defcribed a circumference 
whofe greater axis comprehended 22 
degrees of the meridian, in which 
dreadful circle was contained all that 
is terrible to the feelings, prejudicial 
to the health, or fatal to the life of 
man. 

The introduétion, which is very 
long, fers out with remarking on the 
ardent defire the ancients manifefted 
to difcover the fources of that much 
celebrated river the Nile, and that 
the fame defire revived on the revival 
of letters, An attempt of that kind 
had met with difficulties until his ma- 
jefty’s reign, when our adventurer 
happily fucceeded. 

Mr. Bruce thinks it proper to apo- 
logize for the length of time which 
has elapfed (fixteen years) between 
his return from Abyflinia and the 
publication. This delay, he obferves, 

ve men opportunities to cenfure his 
inattention to the defires of the pub- 
lic, and that fome even doubted whe- 
ther he had ever performed the jour 
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ney. The reafens he afcribes for 
fuch procraftination, are a number of 
litigations he has been engaged in to 
fecure his property, a continuance of 
ill health, occafioned by the remains 
of an ague caught on his travels, and 
the lofs of his wife, after a long and 
lingering illnefs. 

Our author, whofe patrimony was 
{mall, was firft noticed by the late 
Lord Chatham, but was not employ. 
ed by Government until Lord Hali- 
fax propofed to him the making a 
difcovery of the large and magnifi- 
cent remains of ruined archite¢ture on 
the coaft of Barbary; and at the fame 
time the difcovery of the fource of 
the Nile was mentioned, but not re- 
folved on. To enable Mr. Bruce to 
perform this fervice, he was appointed 
conful at Algiers, and being provided 
with a large apparatus of inftruments, 
he fet off for Italy, through France, 
and embarked from thence for Bar- 


bary. 

At Naples he gained fome infor- 
mation from flaves of the ruins of 
which he was in fearch. While there, 
he endeavoured to procure afliftants 
to accompany him, and prevailed on 
a young architect of Bologna to un- 
dertake the voyage. This young man 
died foon after. they entered Ethiopia. 
Mr. Bruce then applied himfelf to 
learn the Arabic and Ethiopic lan- 
guages. A difpute about the Mediter- 
ranean pafles prevented for fome time 
bis departure: in the interval, he 
ftudied medicine and furgery, and 
having contracted an intimacy with a 
venerable and focial Greek prieft, 
from him learned the pronunciation 
of the Greek, fpoken and written in 
the Archipelago. 

At lait he filed for Port Mahon, 
and from thence to Bona, (the an- 
cient Aphrodifum) on the coaft of 
Africa. He had a very pleafant voy- 
age down the coaft, faw the remains 
ot Utica, now only a heap of rub- 
bith, but the trenches and lines of the 
ancient befiegers are {till very perfect. 
Paffing to Golatta, he faw part of the 
ruins of ancient Carthage, under wa- 
ter. At Tunis he engaged a French 
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renegado and ten fpahis, and was fur- 
nifhed with a covered cart to carry his 
inftruments. Proceeding by land, a- 
long the coaft, at a place called Dug- 
ga he found a very curious piece of 
ruins, of which he made a drawing, 
which is in the king’s cabinet, dus noe 
engrquing of it is in the book, 

At a frontier place, called Hydra, 
between Algiers and Tunis, Mr. 
Bruce met with a tribe of Arabs who, 
he tells us, are very rich, as they pay 
no tribute; and that they have this 
exemption by an obligation they lay 
under to live upon lions flefh daily, as 
far as they can procure it, and in con- 
fequence of this life, Mr, Bruce fays, 
they are excellent and well-armed 
horfemen. This tale, and our au- 
thor’s conclufion thereon, we muf 
leave to the reader’s judgment, to 
make his comments upon. At The 
nodrunum he faw a triumphal atch, 
the drawing of which, the purchafer 
of Mr. Bruce’s béok is told, for his 
comfort, is ia the hing’s colleBion, 

Mr. Bruce thinks the ftory of the 
lion-eating requires fome fupport, 
and therefore afflures us he had ate 
part of thofe lions in the tents of the 
Arabs above-mentioned. At Typafa 
he met with more ruins, of a large 
temple, and a triumphal arch; t 
drawings of both are in the king’s col- 
lection, but no engraving of them is 
in the book ; we fhall hereafter hear 
Mr. Bruce’s reafons for not giving 
them to the public. At Midrafhem, 
he faw the ruins of the fepulchre of 
Syphax: the drawing of this, Mr. 
Bruce informs us, is in his own col- 
lection; whether it was too good or 
too bad to form part of the bargain 
he made with his fovereign, our au- 
thor has not told as, 

In this part of the journey, he met 
with a tribe who were nearly as fair 
as the Englith; their hair red, and 
their eyes blue: a favage and inde- 
pendent people ;.each of them had a 
Greek crofs, marked with antimony, in 
the middle, between both eyes. This 
tribe Mr. Bruce conjeétures to be 
Vandals; thofe people, with great 
pleafure, confefled themfelves to be 

Chrif- 
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Chriftians. At Spoutla, Mr. Bruce 
drew a beautiful capital, of the com- 
pofite order, which is, he fays, the 
only perfeét one that now exifts; this 
our traveller, rightly judging to be 
too good for common eyes, has like- 
wife placed in the ccilection of the 
king. At Feriana he found fome 
baths of very warm water, in which 
were a number of fifh not unlike 
gudgeons; the heat was fo great, by 
the thermometer, that our traveller 
was furprized the fifth was not boiled: 
however, he entered it himfelf, (chap. 
XXXIV.) and came ont as fafe from 
this boiling as the gudgeons. 

About four days journey from Tri- 
poli, Mr. Bruce met an Emir con- 
duéting a caravan of pilgrims, to ufe 
our author’s own words, all acrofs 
Africa to Mecca; this caravan was of 
prodigious fize, it confifted of 5000 
men, and 14,000 camels, From Tri- 
poli our traveller pafied on to Tunis, 
and croffed the Gulph of Sidon to 
Bengazi, the ancient Birinici: here 
ah brant embarked on board a veffel, 
which was unfortunately wrecked, 


and he narrowly efcaped — drown- 


ed, being thrown on fhore fenfelefs; 
from this ftate he was removed by 
the ftroke of a lance, being miftaken 
for a Turk, and otherwife ill treated ; 
he alfo loft fome of his inftruments. 

Proceeding from thence to Sidon, 
he made fome ftay there, and vifited 
fome neighbouring places, then went 
to Aleppo, where he met with good 
medical affiftance, and foon after pro- 
ceeded to Palmyra. Nothing new is 
inferted of thefe celebrated ruins, nor 
of Balbec, which place he likewife vi- 
fited; but for the drawings taken of 
the ruins we are, as ufual, referred to 
the king’s colleétion. Mr. Bruce, on 
his return to Sidon, found his lofs of 
inftruments repaired by his friends in 
London and Paris; and had alfo the 
pleafure of receiving a quadrant from 
the King of France, Louis XIV. 
The letters which accompanied thefe, 
determined him to proceed immedi- 
ately for Abyffinia, ‘Thus far the in- 
troduction. 


On Saturday, June 15, 1768, he 
failed in a French veffel for Sidon : in 
the run to Cyprus, he obferved a num- 
ber of thin white clouds moving with 
rapidity in direét oppofition to the 
wind; they were of an immenfe 
height. The ifland of Cyprus, not- 
withftanding its vicinity to the conti- 
nent, remained undifcovered for 500 
years after we have authentic intelli- 
ng of thofe feas being navigated, 

ere Mr. Bruce faw fome curious an- 
tique medals and entaglios, particu. 
larly of the latter; and fome heads o 
Jupiter, of -exquifite workmanfhip. 
The havock made by time is very 
confpicuous in the countries our tra- 
veller had vifited. All veftiges of 
Tyre are defaced; the ports of Si- 
don, Baraut, Tripoli, and Latikea, 
are all filled up by fand, and at Sidon 
he found the pavement of the old ci- 
ty feven feet and a half lower than 
the ground: this he fuppofes to - be 
the effe&l of the eafterly current fet- 
ting on the coaft. At Alexandria, 
Mr. Bruce being difguifed in the drefs 
of an Arab, paffed quietly through 
any part of the city, and was gene- 
rally taken fora Bedouin. 

Mr. Bruce does not give us any new 
remarks on Alexandria; the latitude, 
by obfervation, he made to be 30° 
11’ 16”, in which he differs fomewhat 
from Mr. Niebuhr; and the loagi- 
tude, obferved by an eclipfe of the 
firftt fatellite of Jupiter, he found to 
be 30° 17’ 30” eaft of Greenwich. 
Proceeding thence to Rofetto; which 
place Mr. Bruce obferves is of good 
reputation, the people mild and trac- 
table. He next went to Cairo. The 
gentleman he was recommended to 
here endeavoured to prevail on him to 
abandon his dangerous projeét, but 
without effet; however, as the Go- 
vernment had always been jealous o- 
this enterprize, he was obliged to pre- 
tend his deftination was for India: 
here he was looked on as a Fakir or 
Dervith, who cared for nothing but 
books and ftudy: this gave him an op- 
portunity to purchafe many valuable 
Arabic manufcripts. The — 
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have a fa€tory here, who are con- 
ftantly expofed ‘to the exactions of 
this bad government. .The merchants, 
Mr. Bruce obferves, are polite gen- 
tlemen,, and bear thefe vexations with. 
fortitude. 

While Mr. Bruce was at Cairo, the 
celebrated Ali Bey governed, who 
fufpended the effeéts of tyranny for a 
time; from him, by means of his fe- 
cretary, Mr. Bruce received many ci- 
vilities.)| The fecretary (Rifk) was 
one of thofe beings who apply to aftro- 
logy, and the fight of Mr. Bruce’s 
curious inftruments convinced Rifk 
that he was one of his own order. 
Here our traveller met his old friend 
the Greek prieft, and was informed 
that there were many Greeks in Abyf- 
finia‘in great power; to thefe he re- 
ceived letters of recommendation. 
His interview with the Bey gives us 
nohigh opinion of a man who had 
the addrefs to fubvert the govern- 
mentof Egypt, and, but for an un- 
toward» circumftance, would have 
made the Ottoman empire to tremble, 
Mr. Bruce appearing to have a know- 
ledge of phyfick, was confulted by 
Rik on the Bey’s diforder, which 
was only indigeftion, arifing from ex- 
cefs;our doétor prefcribed an infu- 
fion of green tea, to att as an eme- 
tics “Rifk modeftly defired him to 
make fome, and take it himfelf, to 
thew ‘how it operated, which, as we 
may fuppofe, our phyfician declined. 

Having prepared every thing, Mr. 
Bruce hired a veffel, called a Canga, 
and embarked in her to proceed up 
the Nile. Soon after they left Cairo, 
they had a view of fome of the py- 
ramids, and as they proceeded faw 
many more. Mr. Bruce’s defcrip- 
tion of the pafling up the Nile is en- 
tertaining, and his remarks a 
ous: we are forry the limits: of our 
work will not permit us to enter into 
a more fall detail of it. Mr. Bruce 
enters into a difquifition refpecting 
the fituation of Memphis, the ancient 
capital of Egypt, and is of opinion, 
with Dr. Pococke, that it was at Me- 
trahany: he alfo clears up a mittake 
of Mr. Norsdin’s tranflator, who 
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fays, ‘« We faw this day abundance 
of camels, but they did not come 
near enough for us to fhoot them.” 
Mr. Bruce fays he was much ftruck 
at the abfard idea of thooting fo 
ufefal a creature as a camel; and on 
looking at the note, he finds the 
French to be chameau d’eau, a bird 
called by the Arabs jemme el bahar, 
the camel of the river, and by us a 
pelican. 

Advancing up the river, they 
faw fome plantations of fugar-canes, 
as far to the Northward as 29° Mr. 
Bruce fuggefts the fugar-cane to be 
a plant of the old continent, becaufe 
they grow here from feed. During 
this paflage eur travellers were o- 
bliged to keep a good watch at night, 
for fear of frefh-water thieves, which 
much infeft this river. At a village 
called Rhoda, Mr. Bruce faw the 
magnificent ruins of. the ancient 
temple of Antinous, built by Adrian. 
As he had no knowledge of thofe ru- 
ins, and confequently had not pro- 
vided letters of recommendation, 
he did not think proper to venture 
on fhore. He afked his. Rais, or 
matter of the veflel, what fort of 
people inhabited that place; who re- 
plied, «* they were yery bad Turks, 
very bad Moors, and very bad Chrif- 
tians; that feveral devils had. been 
feen among them lately, who were 
known by being better and quicker 
than the others.” Two of the com- 
pany landed here, but had nearly paid 
dear for their attempt. 

Atancient Thebes, Mr. Brucefound 
nothing but the remains of four an- 
cient temples; the account given of 
this celebrated city feems to be fabu- 
lous; the whole {pace of dry ground it 
could occupy, to fupport its myriads 
of horfes and men, being a plain 
not more than three quarters of a 
mile broad. Many robbers, who are 
outlaws, infeft this place, and live in 
caves: they were once extirpated, 
but have fince recruited their num- 
bers. In the fepulchres of Thebes, 
our traveller found great amufement : 
in the firft of thefe he entered, te 
faw a prodigious farcephagus, {aid to 


be 
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be either of Menes or Offimandyas ; it 
is fixteen feet high, ten long, and fix 
broad, of one piece of red granite, and 
as fuch is fuppoféd to be the fineft 
vafe in the world. In this fepulchre, 
on fome pannels, he faw painted in 
frefco, three harps, which, whether we 
confider the elegance of their form, 
and the detail of their parts, fhew 
to how great a perfeftion mufic mutt 
have arrived, and highly merit at- 
tention. They prove that every art 
neceflary to the conftruction of thefe 
inftruments was in its higheft perfec- 
tion. They are, Mr. Bruce obferves, 
inconteftable proofs that geometry, 
drawing, mechanics, and mufic, were 
at the greateft perfection when thefe 
inftruments were made. 

Arriving at Syene, a garrifon town, 
Mr. Brace was. well received by the 
Aga. We fhall conclude this extract 
with the~ ceremony of his reception, 
as it will at once fhew us many par- 
ticulars refpeGing this government. 

I found the Aga fitting in a {mall 
kiofk, or clofet, upon atone bench, 
covered with carpets. As I wasin no 
fear of him, I was refolved to walk ac- 
cording to my privileges, and as the 
meaneft Turk would do before the 
greatelt man in England ; I fat down 
upon a cufhion below him, after lay- 
ing my hand on my breaft, and faying 
in an audible voice, with great marks of 
refpeGt, however, Salem alicum! to 
which he anfwered, withont any of the 
ufual difficulty, Alicum falum! Peace 
be between us is the falutation; There is 
peace between us, is the return, 

After fitting down about two mi- 
nutes, I again got up, and ftood in the 
middle of the room before him, fay- 
ing, I am bearer of .a hatéferriffe, or 
royal mandate, to you, Mahomet Aga, 
and took the firman out of my bofom 
and prefented it to him. 

Upon this he ftood upright, and all 
the reft of the people before fitting 
with him likewife ; he bowed his 
head upon the carpet, then put the 
firman to his forehead, opened it, and 
pretended to read it; but he knew 
well the contents, and I believe, be- 
Gides, he could neither read nor write 


any language. I then gave him the 
other letters from Cairo, which he 
ordered his fecretary to read in his 
ear. 

All this ceremony being finithed, he 
called for a pipe and coffee ; I refufed 
the firft, as never ufing it, but I drank 
a difh of coffec, and told him, that I 
was bearer of a confidential meffage 
from Ali Bey, of Cairo, and withed to 
deliver it to him withont witnefles, 
whenever he pleafed. ‘The room was 
accordingly cleared without delay, 
excepting his fecretary, who was alfo 
going away, when I pulled him back 
by the cloaths, faying, ‘* Stay if you 
pleafe ; we fhall-need you to write the 
anfwer.”” We were no fooner lefc 
alone, than I told the Aga, that, bein 
a ftranger, and not knowing the dif- 
pofition of his people, or what foot- 
mg they were on together, and being 
defired to addrefs myfelf to him only, 
by the Bey, and our mutual friends at 
Cairo, I withed to put it in his power, 
as he pleafed or not, to have witnefles 
of delivering the fmall prefent I had 
brought him from Cairo. ‘The Aga 
feemed very fenfible of this delicacy, 
and particularly defired me to take no 
notice to my landlord, the Schour- 
batchee, of any thing I had brought. 

All this being over, and a confi- 
dence eftablithed with government, I 
fent his prefent by his own fervant 
that night, under pretence of atk- 
ing horfes to the cataract next day. 
The meflage was returned to me that 
the horfes were to be ready by fix 
o’clock next morning. On the ait, 
the Aga fent me his own horfe, with 
mules and affes for my fervants. 


A vescriptive ACCOUNT OF THE 
Istanp oF Jamaica, with Re- 
marks upon the Cultivation of the 
Sagar Cane throughout the different 
Seafons of thé Year. . By William 
Beckford, E/7. 2 Vals. . Egertons. 
8vo. 

[ Concluded. } 


IN the fecond volume, the author 
gives a long and minute defcription 
of 


while | 
tive mt 
tranfpe 

Here 


There 
Which 


Delays 
The 
Jamaic 
ture. m 
when | 
neath 
cotton- 
withes, 
and gle 
he feels 
in his 1 
the furt 





> Re- 
f the 
Ferent 
liam 
rfons. 


athor 
iption 
ot 


Review of New Publications, 


of the method of cultivating that va- 
luable plant the fugar cane, which he 
has inter{perfed with many particu- 
lars refpecting rural economy in the 
Weft Indies, and the management of 
a plantation. ‘To have any juft idea 
of this part of the work, the whole 
muft be read; we fhall, therefore, 
forbear to make any extract from it, 
and give his obfervations on the pic- 
turefque and romantic fcenes exhibi- 
ted by the rivers in Jamaica. 


It is impoffible, fays he, to defcrike the 
rich variety of the banks 6f the rivers in 
Jamaica: the docks that adorn their edges 
are of a prodigious and of a very pidiu- 
re{que expanfion, and the depths of green 
by which they are diftinguifhed afford a 
very ftriking contraft to ihe flowing ele- 
ment that refieéts their images upon the 
depths below. 

Some rivers fweep through rocks, and 
drill themfelyes a channel through arches 
and through caves; fome are oblerved to 
divide contiguous mountains, fome to flow 
with a more hafty courfe, and others to 
murmur with a lefs noify progrefs, while 
others fteal gently through the plains, and 
wafh, with a feeming whifper, the pro- 
jeting arches which oppofe, with gentle 
violence, their dimpling lapfe, and upon 
which the man of contemplation looks 
down from the pleafing elevation, and ob- 
ferves the ripples break upon the borders, 
while he fighs with fenfibility to the plain- 
tive murmurs of their {weetly-flowing and 
tranfparent tides. 

Here the broad fig-tree rears its lofty 

head ; 

There the bright mirror of the fream.is 
{pread, 

Which, am'rous of the deep o’erhanging 
thade, 

Delays its courfe until the fun-beams fade. 

The quiefcent appearances of rivers in 
Jamaica, every attentive admirer of Na- 
ture muft have frequently obferved ; and 
when he retlines in penfive thought be- 
neath the embowering fhadows of the 
cotton-tree, which, with all its penfile 
withes, and the fantaftic weeds that hang 
and glow upon their extending branches, 
he feels the pleafure of melancholy arife 
in his mind, from a due contemplation of 
the furrounding, although a confined and 
fequeftered fcene. 

He obferves the waters, without a lapfe 
or eddy, now hang with repofe upon the 
neighbouring fhores. The darknefs of 
the over-hanging foliage that excludes the 
cheerful fun-beams, difpels not from his 
oreaft the plaintive thought; and though 
“vere fhall ventilate the leaves, and 

on. V. 
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bear upon its wings his heavy fighs, yet he 
may.drop a tear upon the peaceful element, 
which will be no foomer received than 
eternally forgotten. 

He now endeavours to cheer his melan- 
choly, and treads a filent path through the 
tangled briars and the matted grafs, and 
behind the ruthes, the docks, and the 
weeds, that hang with mournful pen- 
dence over, and juft wet their edges in, 
the placid ftream, until afudden ray of 
light falutes, his exit from the gloom, illu- 
minates the polifhed mirror that now ap- 
pears to move, and through which the fith 
are feen to dart, or where the {warming 
flies occafion fucceflive dimples as it flows, 
gr at adiftance repref{cnt the bubbles that 
a fullen fhower occafions to atife. 

The ftream as yet fcarce ripples on the 


land, 
Though clouds refle&ted dance along the 

; ftrand: 

Atranfient zepbyr fteals amidft the thades; 

And juft awaken’d from the neighb’ring 
glades, 

Bears on its balmy wings, to cheer the 
fenfe, 

A thow’r of foft, enliv’ning frankincenfe ; 

When lo! fucceeding ruffles curl the tide, 

Which murm’ring flow, and kifs the ri- 
ver’s fide; 

While, in its bright embrace, the flow’rs 
infold 

Their hues, more rich than if the fands 
were gold. 

The filver waters, dimpled o’er by flies 

That thow like drops of rain, in bubbles 
rife. 

As he purfues his contemplative walk, 
and ftill continues to caft his looks upon 
the varying element, he fees it hurry on 
its courfe as he advances; he obferves it 
flow along in larger refle&tions, which, as 
they cack the fun, difeover the pebbles 
that fhine like cryflals below, or that aps 
pear like diathon’s in full lufire upon the 
changing furface. 

The waters are now fpread into a deep 
and capacious bafon, in which the mullets 
are feen to fhape their wanton courfe, and 
which reprefent, if great things may de- 
{cend to a comparifon with fmall, the gold 
and filver fith that curiofity confines with- 
in the tranfparent bounds of a cryiial vafe, 
In which the little fportive tribes are fed 
Upon the fweeten'd cake, or crumbs of. 

bread. 

They are now conftrained in their cousfe 
to leave the depth, and urged on by a {uc 
ceeding impulfe, they {pread themfelves 
over a fhallow bottom, which for a time 
confines the ruth of waters, and prevents 
its curling precipitation adown the white 
cafcade, 

They now have gained the fummit, and 
feem to paufe for a moment before they 
rufh amain: down falls at once the accu- 
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mulated, heavy, and refounding ftream ; 
the waters below feem to dread the im- 
pending fall, and fhrinik, as it were, from 
the weight of the inundation: the cataraé 
defcends with noife and fury; it forms a 
tremendous whirl-poo! underneath, in 
which up-rooted trees of the moft early 
growth and ponderous fize, are inftantly 
ingulphed, are buried for a time in the 
watery grave, and emerge at laft at a con- 
fiderable diftance from their place of de- 
feent, and load with their contents the 
adjoining banks; it works its way under 
the rocks, and forms deep caverns at the 
bottom of the ftream. 

It now repents of the noife and confu- 
fion that it has occafioned, ard feems to 
murmur like a froward child, whofe an- 
ger is appeafed, and who, in ftifled blub- 
berings and drowzy murmurs, refigns its 
little breaft again to peace. 

The river becomes at length confined, 
and roaring over a bed of rocks, it rather 
refembles a torrent than a ftream: it is 
here that the patient angler is feated, and 
obferves the mountain-mullets and the 
calapavres darting by like fudden gleams 
of light; his fly is hurried away by ‘the 
impetuolity of the waters, the fithes are 
carried out of fight, to return no more, 
and the {port{man has time to brood over 
the difappointment he has fuftained. 

As filence fueceeds to noife, and peace 
to trouble, fo do the waters now flow on 
in a more gentle courfe; they flowly wan. 
der among the rufhes, and with their 
frethening ripples awake their fighs. 

Had the breeze been withheld, the bull- 
' rufh been mute, 
We never had heard or the fyrinx or flute. 

The foregoing defcription of a river is 
faithfully drawn from what 1 have fre- 
quently feen, as it flows adjoining to a 
tra&t of land in which I have fome little 
intereft. 


Our author does not think that the 
labour to which the negroes are fub- 
jected is fo hard, notwithftanding the 
heat of the climate, as is generally 
reprefented. 


An European, continues he, who would 
be almoft diffolved, were he to work be- 
neath the vertical ardours of a tropic fun, 
does not always contider, when he ex- 
preffes his furprife that the negroes fhould 
be obliged to labour in fuch an intenfity 
of heat, that the climate is congenial to 
their natural feclings; and that thecareful 
benevolence of Providence has thickened 
their fkins, to énal:!e them to bear what 
would otherwifé be infufferable : he is too 
apt to judge-of, their conftitutions and 
feclings by his own, and does not feem to 


confider that, if they were removed to 
England, and were obliged to abide the 
elting of the hail, the fleeces of the 
em or the rigours of the ‘froft, their 
powers would be ufelefs, as their exer- 
tions would be numbed; and that thei 
fituation then, froma contraft ‘of the re- 
gion to that in which they were: born, 
would be more deplorable and dangerous 
than Ais would be, if obliged to labour in 
the higher latitudes. 

- That the real work of the negroes is not 
fo violent, nor continued fo long in the 
day, without relaxation, as that of the 
peafants in England, may be colleéed 
from the interruptions which are occafion- 
ed by the frequent and heavy continuance 
of the rains which deluge the country for 
fo many afternoons in the year, and from 
other accidental intermifliens of labour, 
which may be derived from cuftom and 
from climate. Their exertions, out of 
crop, are feldom required for more than 
thirteen hours in the day; and the re- 
mainder of the foureand-twenty, the ge- 
nerality of them may confider as their 
own, and may difpofe of them in any 
manner agreeable to their inclinations. 


The following remarks on the heat 
in Jamaica, with which we fhall con- 
clude our extraéts from this work, 
will enable our readers to form fome 
idea of the nature of the climate. 


The heat in Italy and Spain is oftea 
more oppreffive than I have ever felt jt iv 
Jamaica; and I think that I have fuffered 
as much from it in Switzerland, and in 
England, in the dog-days, (particularly 
once in an excurfion through the fandy 
parts of Norfolk) as 1 have ever done in 
the Weft Indies; at the moft inclement fea- 
fons of the year; and the cultom of tak- 
ing fieftas or naps, in the afternoon, which 
fo much. prevails in the above-mentioned 
countries, is now univerfally exploded 
(excepting by ald people, who are attach. 
ed to ancient manners, and whofe infir- 
tmnities require repofe) in thofe parts of 
the ifland with, which I was at all ac- 
quainted. 

When the north wind fets in with re- 
gularity, and continues to blow for 
any length of time, there are but few 
climates, during this agreeable period, 
that can be more, pleafant and refrefhing 
than that which is the fabje@ of thefe 
pages: the fun is not, at that time, im- 
mediately vertical, and the intenfity of its 
rays is allayed by flitting clouds and pafs- 
ing fhowers, which, while they ferve to 
brace up the innervate fyftem, at the fate 
time exhibit a conftant variety of effects 
upon that diverfity of landfeape which in 
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many parts, or indeed all over:the ifland, 
is obferved to glow with fuch vivid and 
enchanting {plendor. 

At this particular feafon the mornings 
and the evenings, more efpecially. among 
the. mountains, are not only temperate, 
but are‘often cold, infomuch that a great 
coat is by no means a cumberfome appen- 
dage of drefs;-nor is a counterpane an 
article that can be difpenfed with at night; 
while a fire, throughout the day, becomes 
not only a cheerful but an ufeful compa- 
nion. 

I have known it fo chilly, even upon 
the plains, and in almoft as hot a fituatioa 
as any in the ifland, at the time of the 
blowing of this wind, that I have found 
exercife, folely taken for the purpofe of 
warmth, not only comfortable but abfo« 
lutely requrfite; and at this particular fea- 
fon, and indeed at all times of the year, 
cloth coats are worn by the old and in- 
firm, and are now preferred as drefs by 
even the healthy and the young. 

The heat of the nights in Jamaica, to 
fpeak from my own experience, I do not 
think.at all infufferable; nor do I recol- 
le& that; during a refidence of nearly 
thirteen years in the ifland, 1 was as ma- 
ny times incommoded by its oppreffion. A 
free paffage is generally left for the ad- 
miffion of air; but, at fome particular 
periods, the venetians are fhut, and a 
counterpane, and fometimes a blanket, 
where before reje&ted, are then deemed 
comfortable at leait, and are by fome 
pels thought to be indifpenfably necef- 

ary. 

The air is fo fubtle, in fome particular 
fituations, that a flannel wailtcoat cannot 
be well difpenfed with, and the dews in 
the mountains are fo heavy, and the fogs 
fo impenetrably thick, that the lofs of a 
great coat will be fenfibly felt; and the 
different articles of drefs that the traveller 
has occafion to wéar in the morning be- 
come fo cold and damp as to make the 
fenfation of them uncomfortable to the 
body; and yet I could never Jearn that 
thefe Jatter circumftances were followed 
by ficknefs, although an expofure to the 
Sirf is attended with danger. 

The climate of the mountains is always 
temperate, compared to that of the 
plains; but even upon thefe it will like- 
wife vary according to afpeét; and indeed 
a regular change throughout all the grada- 
tions that different latitudes can occafion 
in moderate regions, thort only of con- 
gelation, may be fought for, and found, 
in one or other of the diftriéts of Jamai- 
ca, from intenfity of heat to moderati 
of warmth, and at laft to cold that will 
chill at leaft, although it may not be fufh- 
ciently penetrating to benumb. 

Whether the mountains or the plains 
be the moft healthy, can be only fuggetted 
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by partial experience; the population of 
the former being fo very inconfiderable, 
compared to that of the latter, that long. 
evity, afcertained by fa, cannot be with 
fatisfation determined. ms 

There are many people who fetire at 
particular feafons of the year from low- 
land fituations to thofe that are more ele- 
vated; and as there are not many who 
make their conftant refidence all the year 
round upon the latter, it would be diffi- 
cult to cftablith that as a faé& which may, 
with better reafon, be only confidered as 
conjecture. 

In the rainy periods I fhould prefer the 
mountains, notwithftanding the difficul- 
ties of accefs, and the inconvenience, if - 
not the fatigue, of excrcife: in the time 
of the norths I fhould choofe the plains, 
as it may there be conveniently taken 
without either. . 


Tue Famity Herpat, or Do- 
MESTIC PHYSICIAN, enumerating, 
avith accurate Defcriptions, all the 
known Vegetables which‘ are an 
Way remarkable for medical Efficacy ; 
avith an Account of their Virtues in 
the feveral’ Difeafes incident to the 
human Frame: illuftrated with Fi- 
gures of the moft remarkable Plants, 
accurately delincated and engraved. 
By William Meyrick, Surgeon, 8vo. 
iS Boards; coloured Copies, 148. 

irmingham. Printed for Baldwin, 
London, ‘ 


IT is not eafy to determine what 
the author’s defign could: be in pub- 
lifhing the work before us: he pro- 
feffes indeed, and we ought to give 
him credit for fuch profeffion, to ren- 
der the knowledge of medical plants 
eafily attainable, and the adminiftra- 
tion of them eafy and effectual. This 
is no {mall undertaking, and we weré 
till now in the habit of fuppofing 
that, to accomplith it, a f{y{tematic 
knowledge of botany, anda regular 
introduction ‘to the various branches 
of phyfic were neceflary: the former 
is, however, reduced toa very {mall 
compafs, and the latter is thought al- 
together unneceflary. Whether in 
this the author judges by his own fuc- 
cefs it does not become us, who are 
unacquainted with him, to deter- 
mine; but it is impoflible not to fof- 
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td it, from fome paffapes in his 
- But firft, as to the botanical 
part, by which she knowledge of medical 
= is to be rendered cap attainable. 

"ho fhould fafped, after this, to find 
the plants alphabetically arranged? 
But, to give fome appearance of fyf- 
tem, we have what the author calls, 
** An arrangement, according to the 
fyftem of Linnzus, of the feveral 
plants defcribed in the work, with a 
brief explanation of the circumftances 
on which the different claffes and or- 
ders of that fyftem depend.” | This 
is a kind of catalogue, difpofed ac- 
cording to the clafles and orders of 
that celebrated naturalift, the expla- 
nation of each of which takes up 
about a line and a half. After going 
through the defcription, or rather e- 
numeration, of chives and pointals, 
without explaining what is meant by 
either,* the clafs Cryptogamia is ea- 
fily difpatched, under .the name of 
«« Plants whofe flowers are inconfpicu- 
otis, the orders 1. Ferns, 111. and 
thongs,” by which the author con- 
ceives ‘* little difficulty can ever arife 


in determining whether any plant in- 
tended to be made ofe of is the iden- 
tical one there recommended.” 

But when the plant is difcovered, it 


gnuft be admitted nothing more is 
wanted than to difcover the difeafe, 
the applications of the remedy being 
fo perfpicuous and unequivocal, that 
if the author has really found all the 
efficacy he afcribes to fome of the 
plants, his diligence may amply com- 
penfate for his want of method. For 
inftance, who till now, ever conceiv- 
ed the following numerous virtues to 
exift in Polygonum Biftorta fnake-weed ? 
“* The root is of a binding nature, 
** and may be ufed to advantage both 
** externally and. inwardly, where- 
** ever aftringency is required, as for 
incontinence of urine, immoderate 
menfés, bleeding wounds, fpittin 
of blood, the bloody flux, ot 
other fluxes of the belly: it is alfo 
of fingular efficacy in a foft, fpungy 
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** ftate of the gums, attended with 
“ foofenefs of the teeth and forenefs 
*¢ inthe mouth. Dried and reduced 
** to powder, or boiled in wine, and 
** taken pretty freely, it prevents 
mifcarriage, helps ruptures, dif. 
** folves coagulated blood, from falls, 
“ blows, &c. and kills worms in 
«¢ children.” 

If phyfiologifts fhould be at a lofs 
to determine how internal remedies 
fhould produce this effeét on extrava- 
fated, coagulated blood, perhaps their 
wonder may encreafe at hearing that 
the carraway feeds, -bruifed and made 
into a poultice, take away black and 
blue marks occafioned by falls and 
bruifes, and are good in hyfteric fits. 
The author fhould have told us where 
the poultice, in this latter cafe, is to 
be applied. Bat what is this to the 
mechanical or attractive powers of be- 
tony, which draws thorns, fplinters, 
and other bodies, out of the flefo? But 
this is ftill nothing to acanthus mollis, 
(bear’s breech) which is not only fer- 
viceable in all pulmonary complaints, 
ftrangury, nephritic and calculous dif- 
orders, but cures erofions of the dowel;, 

If fome of our readers, who have 
been lefs fuccefsful, fhould be induced 
to doubt our author’s-veracity, we 
have only to quote a fingle paflage 
more, which will convince them of 
the poffibility of all this, and more 
too. 

“* The juice of the leaves (of arti- 
“« choke) or a ftrong decoétion of | 
** the roots, is powerfully diuretic, 
** and of great efficacy in the jaun- 
** dice tg dropfy, whith -will fre- 
* quently yield to this medicine, 
“* ewithout any other affflance but the 
** Divine bleffing.” 

With this affiftance, we can never 
doubt of fuccefsin any remedy ; but 
the bufinefs of a phyfician is to difco- 
ver what plants it has pleafed Provi- 
dence originally to endue with a pow- 
er of proving ferviceable to particu- 
lar difeafes, and not to wait for its 
immediate influence. 


ee 


_* There is fubjoined a kind of gloffary, in which thefe terms are fo generally ard in- 
QiftinGly explained, as to puzzle the uninformed betanift more than ever. 
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AVRA ann SERINA: 
AN ELEGIAC DIALOCUR, 


IN leifure hours, when ev'ry care expir’d, 
Two nymphs from town together oft 

retired ; 

When fetting funs withdrew their {um- 
mer’s heat, 

And cooler hours fucceeded their retreat; 

Where rural fcenes a charming profpe@ 
made, 

Pleas’d: with each other’s company they 
ftray’d 

Till the pale moom commenc’d her cir- 
cling race, 

And peaceful night approach’d with fo- 
jemn pace. 

When ence the laft remains of day were 


gone, 
As flow with thoughtful fteps they wan- 


der’d on, , 
With penfive fadnefs Serina exprefs'd 
The foft emotions of her troubled breaft : 
By nature and by friendthip near ally’d, 
With kind affe&tion Avra thus reply’d. 


SERINA, 


How calm retirement public life excels 

With thofe we love where gentle quiet 
dwells, 

Where ev’ry anxious thought is huth’d to 
reft, 

And tender feelings warm the focial breaft, 

Which oft we know thefe calm abodes en- 
dear, 

As in our private hours we linger here. 

When hearts congenial to each other tend, 

As each reveals itfelf unto its friend, 

How thofe we’ve lov’d in dear remem- 
brance rife ! 

How fond affection to its obje& flies ! 

And when alone, inconfcious of the caule, 

O how the tender thought to him. with- 
draws. 


Avra, 


Methinks experience can thefe truths 

atteft, 

Or why with tears fo feelingly exprefs’d ? 

1 fear fome deep concern, fome caufe con- 
ceal’d; 

Now loads thy heart, in fecret filence 
veil’d ; 

Come then, the whole with confidence 
declare ; 

Why thus unkind; why reb me of my 
fhare ? 


Thy woes in deep afliQidhi would be mine; 
Sigh for each figh 1d. give, aad mingle 
tears with thine. 


SertNa, 


Thefe fears difmifs, for from no hide 
den caufe 
ly deep diftrefs its painful forrow draws; 
Yet oft thefe melancholy thoughts revolve, 
And all my heart in tenderne(s diffolve, 
For that deferving youth’s untimely doo 
Whom cruel Fate {natch’d to the Glent 


tomb ; 

Whofe early worth full well my bofom 
knew, 

Nor wy = withhold th’ efteem to merit 

ue. 

With real affeétion he his fuit obtain’d, 

And the return of equal paffion gain’d: 

But oh! when thus united, thus o’erjoy’d, 

And with fond hopes of future blifs em: 
ploy’d, 

His native land and me he moft forfake; 

And o’er the deep a dang’roas voyage 
make, 

What fympathifing forrow then arofe ° 

In each full bofom, foften’d with its woes? 

Till far, alas! upon the fea retir'd, 

Beneath its foaming billows he expir’d ! 

And I, unhappy maid, was left alone, 

My lofs, niy haplefs paffion to bemoan. 

And though by time with which all chings 

ecay, 

By flow degrees th’ impreffionwears aways 

Its foft emotions ftill my breaft infpires, 

While oft the penfive thought to him re- 
tires; 

With wonted tendernefs my bofom glows, 

And tears unfeign’d from conf{cious fore 
row flows, 


Avra, 


Thy troubles wound this heart, that funk 
in grief 
Has oft to thine withdrawn to feek relief; 
Now longing pity fighs in vain to give 
That comfort which thy forrows can’t re- 
ceive. 
What troubles, croffes,.and perplexing 
fears, 
Attend our paflage through this vale of 
tears !— “ 
A tender with had long my mind poffefs’d, 
That Hough at length its fonder withes 
leit ; 
But thefe alas! the treach’rous youth de- 
ceived, 
And f his artful tale too foon believ’d. 
" ae 
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His firft attempts a kind refpe& obtain’d , 
Me won my heart; and “its affeétions 
ain’d, 
When. this at laft the falfe deceiver 
knew, “/ * ; 
Far from my eyes for ever he withdrew. 
Contentment, peace, and joy with him 
retir’d ; 
Each pleafing motion of the foul expir’d, 
Asd og fill’d my, heart, and deep de- 
air 
With each tumultuous. paffion kindled 
there ; 
Till health impair’d, their innate force 
confeft, 
And nature funk, beneath its woes op- 
prefs’d. 
Excufe me if the whole I ne’er difclofe, 
Nor all the weaknefs of my heart expofe, 
Which reafon, time and abfence have fub- 
u’d, 
And wonted peace and liberty renew’d. 


Strina, 


For wife and happy ends each bofom 
knows 
With mutual warmth where. pure affece 
tion glows, 
And minds congenial in its bonds ally’d 
Have Prudence and Difcretion for their 
guide. 
May ov affetions never be abus’d ; 
Perhaps ‘tis bef their objeéts are refus’d. 
Their crofs with patience let us undergo, 
Nor e’er pervert them to the fource of 
woe; 
Bout wait till happier offers may fucceed, 
Hf fuch by bountcous Heav’n fhould be 
decrecd, 
}¥, T 


Ow a ROBIN RED-BREAST mernc 
FOUND IN THE GAOL CHAPEL At 
MERTIORD, HERTS, JUNE 275 


H! gentle ftranger, take thy flight 
From thefe drear manfions, where the 
light 
But dimly, penetrates the gloom, 
Faint image of our future tomb, 
Say, why fo mufical thy throat ; 
Why lengthen thus thy cheerful. note 
Mid horrors wild, the prifon’s light, 
Where wretches doom’d t’eternal night 
Rattle their adamantine chains, 
Corroding links, corroding pains ; 
Where Melancholy, dreadful foe 
To all our comforts here below, 
Preys unperceiv’d upon the mind, 
And prompts in death relief to find ; 
Where Echo, in her airy round, 
Repeats.the pris’ner’s doleful found, 
Recounts his woes his griefs again, 
Through ev’ry dungeon, ev'ry den; 
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Till wan Defpair deforms his mien, 
And Phrenzy thuts the ‘guilty fcene: 
Or fay fweet bird, domeftic friend, 
Is it thy. cheering voice to lend, 
To héal the guilty wretch’s {mart, 
And fooththe felf condemned heart ; 
To pour fweet angel Mercy’s ray, 
And wipe repentant tears away. 
Gentleft the feather’d choir among, 
Sweet comforter prolong thy fong, 
Teach them like thee, in grateful lays 
To celebrate their Maker’s praife. 

J« Moore, Ordinary. 


On SEEING THE FIRstT SWALLOW in 
tHe SPRING, 


WELCOME, dear{wallow, to thy well- 
known nett, 
Preferv’d for thy return with anxious 
care! 
Well pleas’d I faw thee cleave the yicld- 
ing air, ' 


And hafte to be again my cheerful gueft, 


Oh! could my verfe ungrateful-man per- 
fuade, 
To pay the tribute which thy tabors 
claim : ° 
No ruthlefs hand thy’ dwelling fhould in- 
vade, 
Nor at thy life the murtherous tube 
fhould aim. 


Thou on the bufy wing, at early morn, 
Shall dart, like lightning, through the 
wide expanfe, 
When noxious infeés float in mazy 
dance, 
And fhed their poifon on the with’ring 
corn. 


From fuch by thee reliev'd, our fields ree 
joice ; 
The flowers unfold their variegated 
hues. 
And thall we greet thee with. unfriendly 
voice, 
Or the warm covert of the toof refufe ? 


Shall the rude African the Stork adore, 
That frees him from the reptiles of the 
Nile? 
And thall we drive thee froma thanklefs 
thore, 
Regardlefs of thy free, - umpurchas'd 
toil? 


Welcome, deat Swallow; to: thy -well- 
known neft, } 
Here fit fecare, and pour thy arfcls 


bare Reet 
In fafety here thy weary pinions reft, 
And foothe' with lullabies thy callow 
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REGISTER, 


PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS. 


HOUSE or LORDS, 


Monnay, May 10. 


EARD counfel on the Strathallan Peer- 
age claim. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 


Monpay, May 10. 


Sir Benjamin Hammet, after ftating the 
abfurd and fhocking tenor of the law; as 
it now ftands, refpeéting the punifhment 
of women convitted of high or petty trea- 
fon, that aimolt every Sheriff exercifed the 
difcretion of difpenfing with the literal 
execution of the fentence, and that doubts 
had arifen how far fuch.exercife of difcre- 
tion was confiftent with the Sheriff ’s oath, 
moved for leave to bring in a bill to alter 
the fentence of burning women attainted 
and convitted of certain crimes, and to 
fubftitute, in lieu thereof, the punifhment 
awarded on men for fimilar offences. 

Mr. Sheridan, conceiving that the bill 
did not go far enough, recommended to 
extend it to all cafes in which the punith- 
ment of burning was awarded. 

Mr. M. A. Taylor wifhed that the Judges 
might be previoufly confulted, as a bill of 
the fame purport had been thrown out, 
becaufe the Judges had not been previoufly 
confulted. Leave was given. 

The order of the day being read for the 
Houfe to refolve into a Committee of Sup- 
ply, and the ftatement of the Georgia 
claims ordered to be referred to it, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that 
after the Addre's that had been voted 
to his Majefty, there could be no difficulty 
about the propriety of following up the 
profeffions contained in that Addrefs ; and 
moved a vote of credit for one million, 
to enable his Majefty, in the event of war, 
which he was Rill willing to hope would 
hot be necelfary, to make fuch augmenta- 
tions to his forces, by feaand land, as the 
exigencies of the cafe might require. 

The refolution was agreed to, nem con. 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a Commit- 
ee on the Lottery bill. 

A claufe was introduced, fubje@ing to 
a penalty of fifty pounds every printer of 
a newfpaper who thall infert any adver- 
tifement of fchemes, or chances, depen- 
dent on the drawing, from perfons. not 
licenfed to deal in lottery tickets. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, that as the printers 
had now fomething like a rule to go by, 
he fhould not oppofe the claufe. 


Another claufe was introduced, fub- 
je@ing every perfon convidted before a 
Juftice of the Peace, on the oath ‘of one 
witnefs, of diftributing bills containing 
lottery advertifements, to three months 
imprifonment. ~ , 

This was oppofed by Mr. Sheridan, Mr. 
M. A. Taylor, Mr. Huffey, and Mr. 
Wyndham, as increafing improperly the 
fummary jurifdiétion of the magiltrate, as 
fubjecting ignorant perfons, who might 
offend unintentionally, to a fevere punifh- 
ment ; and finally as inadequate to any 
ufeful purpofe. 

It was fupported by Mr. Rofe and Sic 
Jofeph Mawbey; and the Committee di- 
vided, ; 

104 

37 

Majority for the claufe . 64. 

The remainder of the bill, was gone 
through, and the Houle adjourned. 


HOUSE.or COMMONS 


Ayes 
Noes 


Turspay, May 11. 


The order of the day for the third read- 
ing of the Poft Horfe Duty bill being re- 


ceived, Mr. Sheridan ‘again moved his 
claufe, to oblige the farmers of the duty to 
declare upon oath the annual produce of 
their diftri&, which after fome debate was 
rejeéted without a divifion. 

The report of the Committee of Supply 
was brought up, and the refolutions were 
read and agreed to. 

Mr. Burke made his promifed motions 
refpecting the trial of Mr. Haftings, 

it. ** That this Houfe, taking into con- 
fideration the interruptions occafioned by 
the occupations of the Judges, and of the 
Court of Peers, ds alfo other impediinents 
which have occurred or may occut in the 
courte of the trial, doth, without mean- 
ing to abandon the truth or impartance 
of the faid charges, authorife the mana- 
gers of their faid impeachment to infift 
only upon fuch, and fo many of the faid 
charges, as thall appear to them the moft 
conducive to the obtatning fpeedy and ef- 
feGtual juftice againft the faid Warren 
Haftings.’’ 

His fecond motion was: * 

“© That the Commons of Great Brita‘a 
in Parliament aflembled, froma regard to 
their own honour, and from the’ duty 
which they owe to all the Commons’ of 
Great Bgitain, in whofe nate, as well as 
their own, they aft in the pubiic profe- 

Cutan; 
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eutions by them carried on before the 
Houfe of Lords, are bourid to perfevere in 
their impeachment againft Warren Haft- 
ings, Efq. late Governor General of Ben- 
gal, until judgment may be obtained upon 
the-moft important articles in the fame.” 
The firit motion was agreed to mem. con. 
and the gueftion being put on the fecond, 
the Houle divided, when there appeared 
For it 48 
Againft it -- 32 
Majority 17 
The other orders of the day were poft- 
poned, and the housfe adjourned 


HOUSE or LORDS, 
Wepwresvay, May 12. 


The Lord Chief Baron delivered the 
epinion of the Judges on the Strathallan 
Peerage claim, on which their Lordthips 
refolved, that Andrew Drummond, Efq. 
has no claim to the title and dignity of 
Vifcount Strathallan. 

The order of the day being read for the 
fecond reading of the bill for preventing 
delays at elections, Lord Lonfdale moved 
to Jeave out the word now, and infert this 
day three months, 

The amendment was fupported by Lord 
Kinnaird, and oppofed by Lord Delaval 
and Ear! Stanhope. 

On.a divifion the numbers were, 

Contents 3 
Not Contents — 10 
Majority 21 

Heard Counfel on the fecond reading of 
the Tobacco bill. Adjourned the farther 
confideration till Friday, when evidence 
will be heard. Adjourned. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 
Wepnespay, May 12. 


Mr. Grey moved that an humble ad- 
drefs be prefented to his Majefty, that he 
would be gracioufly pleafed to give di- 
re€tions to the proper officer to lay before 
the Houfe a copy of the communication, 
with the date thereof, as made by the 
Ampbaffador of his Catholic Majefty by au- 
thority of his court, and alluded to in his 
Majefty’s meffage, relative to the capture 
of the thips in Nootka Sound. 

Mr. Lambton feconded the motion, and 
after a long debate, in which the principal 
fpeakers were Mr. Wyndham, Mr. Rolle, 
Mr. Fox, Lord Mulgrave, and the Char- 
cellor of the Exchequer, the Houfe divided, 
when the numbers were, 

For the motion 121 
Againk it 213 
Majority g2 

The Houle then adjourned, 


HOUSE or LORDS, 
Fripay, May 14. 


The Chtef Baron delivered the opinion of 
the Judges on the queftion referred to them 
on the Writ of Error between Craig and 
Kinlock. 

Upon the motion of the Lord Chancéllor, 
the Judgment of the King’s Bench was af- 
firmed, 

Proceeded on the examination of evidence 
on the Tobaceo Bill. 

After which the Houfe adjourned to Mon- 
day. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 


Fripat, May 14. 


The Houfe having refolved into a Com- 
mittee, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, after 
ftating the lofs fuftained by the Penn fami- 
ly, which the Commitlioners eftimated at 
§00,000l. and the meritorious fervices of 
their anceftor, faid, that 130,000]. had been 
voted as a compenfation for the rights of 
which they were deprived by the State of 
Pennfylvania, to be paid by inftalments ; 
bat that 11,0001 only of that fum had yet 
been paid ; and that it was doubtful whether 
the whole, or any confiderable part of the re- 
mainder, ever would be paid. It was ex- 
tremely difficult to fay, how far the munifi- 
cence of the Britith nation ought to extend in 
the way of compenfation for fo great a lofs ; 
and he fubmitted to the Committee, whether 
an annuity of 40001, to the heirs and defcend- 
ants of William Penn, Efq. would not be 
fuch a compenfation, as it became the gene- 
rofity of the public to beftow, and more re- 
fpe€tful to the shemory of their anceftor, 
than a fum of money, 

A converfation.of fome length took place, 
on the proportion of this annuity to the fum 
granted to the family of Mr. Harford, com- 
pared with.the refpective lofles ; after which 
the fum of 4oool. was agreed to. 

M>, Sheridan moved that the Eaft India 
Company be direéted to pay and difcharge the 
fum of g00,o00l, borrowed in Exchequer 
Bills, on or before the firft of January next, 
fo that the public might be no longer fecu- 
rity for the fame. 

After fome debate, 

Mr. Sheridan moved for leave to with- 
draw his motion, after which he moved, 
‘* That it appears to this Houfe that the faid 
fum of goo,oool. advanced to the Faft In- 
dia Company, in purfuance of the faid Act, 
has not been repaid. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, without 
any preface, moved the previous queftion, a“ 

alter 
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after fome illaftratian, the Houfe divided, 
when the numbers were, : R 
For the original motion 39 
Againtt it 70 


_— —_— t 


Majority 
The Houfe then adjourned. 


HOUSE or LORDS, 
Mownpayy, May 14. 


The Earl of Kinnoul ( Lord Hay) rofe, and 
after a fpeech of confiderable length, moved, 
thatan humble addrefs be prefented to his 
Majefty, that he would be gracioufly pleafed 
to give directions, that there be laid before 
the Houfe the dates of the communications 
made by the Spanith Minifter relative to the 
capture of the fhips in Nootka Sound, re- 
ferred to in his Majefty’s meflage. 

Lord. Walfingham oppofed the motion as 
improper, while a negotiation was pending 
on the fubject. 

When the Houfe divided there appeared 

For the motion 33 
Againftit — 52 


19 


Majority 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 
Monpay, May 14. 


The bill for the relief of the coafting trade 
was read a firft time, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer prefented 
a meffage from the King, ftating that his 
Majefty being defirous of conferring a mark 
of his fpecial favour on Dr. Willis, by grant- 
ing him ‘a_penfion of 1000l. for twenty-one 
years ; and not being able to do this without 
the affiftance of Parliament, recommended 
the fame to the confideration of the Houfe. 
Ordered that the mieflage’be referred to a 
Committee of the wholeHoufe to-morrow. 

Leave was given to bring in a bill for the 
encouragement of new ‘fettlers in his Ma- 
jefty’s American Colonies. 


HOUSE or LORDS, 


Tuurspay, May 20. 


Proceeded farther in the trial-of Warren 
Haftings, Efg. ard adjourned it till Tuefday 
fe'nnight. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 
‘Tuurspay, May 20. 


Mr. Francis faid, the refolutions he in- 
tended to move’ were founded fo clearly on 
Voi. V. ee 


65 


the account on-the table, that it was ne- 
ceffary only to fate them. They could 
neither be {upported nor refuted by argu- 
ment. He appealed to the general feel- 
ings of the Houfe; more efpecially to thofe 
gentlemen, who, valuing themfelves on the 
great fiake they poflciled in the country, 
thought they had a right to claim a fuperior 
degree of independence—although he was 
by no means ready to admit, that independ- 
ence was the natural confequence of a great 
eftate, any more than that generofity was 
the confequence of riches ;—to thofe, how- 
ever, and the Houle. in general, he ape 
pealed, whether the aétual refidence of 
‘an Ambaffador at the Court of Madrid 
for thirteen months in the courfe of fevep 
years—whether the payment of fifteen 
thoufand pounds to Lord Chefterfield for 
living two years at Paris, and of feven- 
teen thoufand to Lord Auckland for thir, 
teen months refidence at the Court of Ma- 
drid, were faéts to be approved of, and how 
far it was incumbent on the Houfe to niétice 
fuch faéts, when brought regularly before 
them. So far, at leaft, the ends of economy 
had been attended to, that although thirty~ 
five thoufand pounds had been paid by the 
public forthe fervice of thirteen months, 
fourteen or fifteen fhillings had been faved 
by refufing to print the account. :The 
refolutions he intended to move were, 

That it appears to this Houfe that, fince 
the 12th of March, 1783, there have been 
four appointments of Ambaffadors from 
his Majefty to the Catholic King, 

That it appears to this Houfe that, in 
the fame period an Ambaffador on the 
part of his Majefty has’ refided: at the 
Court of Spain thirteen months only. 

That it appears to this Houfe that, ia 
the fame périod, an expence has been 
incurred on account of Ambaffadors aps 
pointed to the Court of Spain, amountin 
to 75,6021, 7s. 10d. though one of the faid 
Ambaffadors received no part of the ap- 
pointments, 

That an humble addrefs be prefented 
to his Majefty, to reprefent to bis Ma» 
jefty the contents of the preceding refolu= 
tions, and humbly to betéech his Majefty, 
that he will be gracioufly pleafed to give 
fuch dire&tions, as his Majefty thall think 
fit, in order to provide for the due per» 
formance in fature_of the duties and [er- 
vices belonging to the office of Minifters 
appointed by the Crown ‘to refide in fo- 
reign Courts. 

He concluded with moving the -firft 
refolution, 

Mr. Rurgefs concluded’ a fhort fpeech, 
with moving the previous queftion, which 
was afterwards changed in a motion for 
reading the other order of the day. The 
queftion being put, the Houle divided, 
when there appeared 


K 


For 
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For the order of the day 95 
Againgt it a 59 
Majority 36 
Read a third time, and paffed, the bill 
for empowering the Britifh Governors 
abroad to refpite the fentences of Conviéts 
in certain cafes, after which the Houfe 
adjourned. 


HOUSE or LORDS, 
Farpay, May 21. 


Read a firft time, the million vote of 
‘credit bill, and the bill for altering the 
fentences of women tequired by law to 
be burned. Heard farther evidence on the 
Yobacco bill. Adjourned till Wednef- 
day. 


HOUSE-or COMMONS. 
Fripay, May 21. 


General Burgoyne rofe, and after a fhort 
Speech, in which he accufed an Honora- 
ble Gentleman, Major Scott, of publithing 
a libel, refle€ting on the honor and jul- 
tice of the Houfe of Commons, made two 
motions, the fubftance of which was as 
follows: 

*¢ That it appears to this Houfe, that it 
is againft the law and ufage of Parliament, 
and:a high breach of the.privileges of this 
Houfe, to write or publifh, or caufe to 
be written or publifhed, any fcandalous 
or libellous paper, refleéting on the honor 
and juftice of the Houfe,.’’ 

** That John Scott, Efq. a Member of 
this Houfe, and late, Agent for Warren 
Haftings, E{q. now under a profecution by 
order of this Houfe, has written and pub- 
lithed a libellous paper, refle&ting on the 
honor and juftice of the Houfe, ard the 
Managers of the {aid -profecution; and is 
thereby guilty af a grofs and fcandalous 
violation of his duty as a Member of Par- 
Jiament, and a breach of the privileges of 
this Houfe.”’ 

He then delivered in the paper com- 
plained of, which was read by the Clerk. 

The Speaker tated the order of proceed- 
ang to be, that when'a charge was brought 
againft. any Member, be, was firft to be 
heard, before any queftion was put, and 
thén to; withdraw. 

Major Scott faid, no man felt. more. re- 
fpe& forthe priviléges of the Houfe than 
he did; if he shad been mifled into a 
breach of them, which he did not think 
she had been, she: had been mifled by great 
authority. .The precedents quoted were 
taken from times in which-it was a, breach 


Ofeprivilege to publifh any thing purport. 


ing to be a proceeding of the Hoafe, and 
could not apply to the prefent, when the 
proceedings of the Houfe were publithed 
with impunity. He entered inte a long 
recapitulation and defence, of the contents 
of his letter, and quoted paflages from a 
fpeech of Mr. Burke’s, printed in 1785, 
from Mr.. Sheridan’s comparative ftate. 
ment of the two India bills, and from 
General Burgoyne’s letters to his confti- 
tuents at Prefton, alk of which, he con- 
tended, were ftronger, and more objec. 
tionable than any in his letter. He dif. 
avowed al] intention of calumniating; 
faid he wrote the letter without communi- 
cation on the fubjeé of it with any perfon; 
and that although he had been the agent 
of Mr. Haftings, while in India, he had 
no conneétion with him or his affairsfince 
his return to England, but what arofe 
from friendfhip and affe€tion 

The Major having withdrawn, the firg 
refolution was put and carried. 

It was then fuggefted, that before put- 
tifig the fecond, thé paper delivered in 
and read ought to be voted falfe and {can- 
dalous;-and a refolution was drawn up 
to that effea. S 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer concurred 
in the general principles laid down re- 
fpefting the privileges of the Honfe ;. but 
faid, that before taking up matters which 
they had been accuftomed, perhaps im- 
properly, to overlook, it would be pro- 
per to take fome time to confider the pa- 
per complained of, that they might be fure 
that they proceeded to vindicaté their 
privileges on good grounds; and moved 
to adjourn the debate till Thurfday next. 

Mr. Fox faid, the Houfe was departing 
from no general praétice : they had lately 
taken notice of feveral libels. He had no 
objeétion to adjourning the debate, and 
hoped it would meet with a full difcuffion 
in a full. Houfe. 

Mr. Sheridan faid, there were feveral 
other papers which it might be neceffary 
to bring to Major Scott’s recolleétion, 
and therefore he wifhed for an opportu- 
nity of afking, whether or not the Major 
would avow them? 

Mr. Burke faid, he had been fo much 
the obje& of the libels in queftion, that 
he did not believe he thould cither fpeak, 
or vote, on the fubjeét. 

The motion of adjournment was agreed 
to. 


HOUSE or LORDS, 


Wepwnespay, May 26. 


Several bills were hrought up from 
the Commons, and read a firft time. 
Adjourned, . ; 

’ HOUSE 
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HOUSE or COMMONS. 
Wennessvay, May 26, 


In a Committee of the whole Houfe 
went through Dr, Willis’s penfion bill. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, 
that he had formerly given notice of his 
intention of bringing forward forme’ pro- 
pofition for the relief of the fubferibers 
to the Tontine. It had originally been 
fuggeited to him, that to extend the time 
for nominating lives, would have anfwer- 
ed the purpofe; but, upon further conh- 
deration, he had: abandoned that idea. 
When the bill was originally introduced, 
Gentlemen would recolle&, that it was 
fated as a bill of experiment, and from 
the fuccefs of private Tontines, it was 
reafonably expected that it ‘might hay 
been’ of confiderable advantage to the 
public.- Experience, however, had not 
juttified that expetation; for the. hares 
were not now marketable, but at a confi- 
derable difcount, 

In order, therefore, to prevent ruinous 
confequencés to individuals, w.thout-pre- 
judice to the public, he propofed to the 
Committee, that the holder of every {hare 
of 1601; fhall have'an option of transfer- 
ring fuch thare to another fpecies'of flack, 
which, as being» more marketable, and 
lefs liable to fluf&ivation, would; in his 
opinién, prove: a very confiderable relief 
to the fubfcribers, while at: the fame time 
i might prove'of | fome advantage to the 
public.» The kind -of ftock,to. which: : he 
alluded: was the long annuity; and.taking 
the calculation from the avérage price 
after the laft twelve months, he believed 
it would be fotind, that\an anaui 
4l. 5s. for fixty-nine years, would be a 
fair price of évery duch fhare. 
alfo to propofe, for the benefit of thofe 
who ‘might chufe to retain theit original 
fubfcriptions in the Tontine, that . the 
Commiffioners of the Treafury thould. be 
empowered. ito nominate lives, of which 
the public would have the benefit.of.fur- 
vivorthip id the fame manner as indi- 
viduals. 

After fome converfation between Mr. 
Sheridan and the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, ‘thé’ refolutions wete iagreed to, 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 
Monpay, May 31. 


Mr. Douglas having, in a very .able 
fpeech, fummed up the evidence brought 
againft the Tobacco bill, the bill was read 
a fecond time, and the Lord Chancellor 
having put the queftion, that the bill be 
committed, a debate enfued. As the fub- 


of - 
He had . 


the Lords in private bills. 


$2 
je@ has been fofullydifcuffed in the Houle: 


of Commons, we fhall make no apology 
to our readers for not entering into the 
detail. 

‘Earl Fitzwilliam {poke againft the prin- 
ciple of the bill, which, in his opinion, 
would, in the end, deprive the country 
of the revenue arifing from the fuperio* 
fkill of the Englith manufaurer, by give 
ing the excifeman an opportunity of dif- 
covering the fecrets of the trade. His 
Lordfhip concluded with moving, “ That 
it be an inftruétion to the Committee to 
introduce a claufe, or claufes, for repeal- 
ing fo much of the faid a& as related to 
the furvey of excife on Tobacco, while 
under the operation of the manufac. 
turer.’’ 

‘The Duke of Richmond oppofed the mo- 
tion, and was of opinion, that before fo 
important an alteration was -made, the 
bill ought to have a fair trial, ; 

Lord Vifcount ;Stormont, in a long and 
able fpeech, in which he went over a 

reat variety of matter, argued againft the 
Fit both in its principle, and in the de- 
tail, , 

The Marquis Townfhend remarked on the 
hardfhips to which the labourer and ‘the 
manufaéturer were fubjefted by the Ex- 
cife Laws. ' But if the motion was.carri-~ 
ed, it muft be fatal to the prefent bill, 
and he feared. there was not time to pafs a 
new one. While the country was perhaps 
on the.eve of a,war,he would not weaken 
the hands of Government, by withdraws 
ing any part of the public revenue, let 
who would be Minifter. 

The queftion being put, the Houfe di- 
vided. 
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Fhe. bill was then ordered to be com- 
mitted. Adjourned. 


Majarity againft the motion 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 


Monpvay, May 26. 


Read a third time and paffed, the Slave 
carrying bill. ; 

Agreed to feveral amendments made by 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 


Turspay, June t. 


Read a third time and paffed, the Yuk- 
atan Trade, the Loyalifts, and the Ame- 


rican Settlers bi!l, Adjourned, 
Ke HOUSE 
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HOUSE or COMMONS. 


Turspay, June. 


The order of the day being read for the 
farther confideration of the Corn bill, 

The Marquis of Graham faid, that al- 
though the bill was founded on former 
bills, and had in effe& been under confi- 
deration for two Seffions of Parliameat, 
yet, as feveral Gentlemen appeared to have 
objections to the detail, the fyftem being 

retty generally ag-eed upon, he thought 
it would be better to poftpone the bill 
‘to another Seffion of Parliament, and, in 
the mean time, to pafs a fhort bill to pre- 
vent exportation, and encourage importa- 
tion. 

He then moved that the further confide- 
vation of the bill be deferred for three 
months, which was agreed to, Adjourned. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 


Wrpnespnay, Fune 2. 


Proceeded farther on the trial of War- 
‘ven Haftings, Efq. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 
WEDNESDAY, Fune 2. 


The report from the Committee on the 
“Tontiné bill was brought up, and a con- 
“verfation of confiderable length took place, 
fupported by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
“chequer, Mr. Fox, Mr. Huffey, and Mr. 
Sheridan, 

It was admitted on both fides, that the 
original fubfcribers were entitled in equity 
to fuch relief as the Houfe could give, 
without entailing any additional burthen 
on the public; but it was felt as a diffi- 
culty that the fituation ef thofe who had 
“purchafed thares on the faith of an a& of 
Parliament ought not to be changed in any 
refpe&, whether for the better or for the 
wore, without their exprefs confent; and 
this it was impoffible to avoid altogether, 
although various amendments were fug- 
gefted and adopted, to make the difference 
as flight as poffible. 

The report was at length agreed to, 
_and the bill ordered, if engroffed, to be 
‘read a third time to-morrow, Adjourned. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 
Tuurspay, Fune 3. 
_ Lord Rawdon faid, a circumftance had 
_occurred, difgraceful to the military cha- 


rater, and which, therefore, as a military 
man, he felt it his duty to ftate to 
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their Lordthips. A Noble Lord (Lord 
Hawkefbury) had been infulted on his 
way to the Houfe, by the guards ftationed 
in the ftreets, inthe moft grofs and wanton 
manner; and it was his fincere wifh that 
the noble Lord would ftate the outrage 
to their Lordfhips in the way of complaint, 
and claim the privilege to which he was 
entitled. 

Lord Hawkefury {aid, that coming down 
Parliament-ftreet, he faw a loaded cart 
permitted quietly to pafs; that his car. 
riage, on attempting to pafs the fame way, 
was ftopped by the guards, and peremp- 
torily ordered to turn back ; that he told 
them who he was, and his right to pafs on; 
after which, with much abufive language, 
they ftruck his horfes ‘and fervants, and 
threatened to proceed to the extremity of 
viclence, if'they attempted:to go on; that 
his fervants defended themfelves ; a {cuffle 
enfued, in which blows were given and 
received on both fides, till he ordered his 
fervants to turn back, .The outrage was 
of fuch a nature as could not be paffed 
over; and he wifhed to hear the fenti- 
ments of the noble Lord on the Woolfack 
refpe&ting the mode of proceeding. 

The Lord Chancellor faid, the moh pro- 
per mode would be to-enquire, firft, the 
names of the officers on guard ; and next, 
what oiders they had given to their men. 
Their Lordthips would then have a fair 
opportunity of comparing the condu& of 
the foldiers with their orders, and of de- 
ciding with whom the fault lay, He him- 
felf would make the proper enquiries, 
and report the refult to their Lordhhips, 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, 


Tuurspay, June 3. 


In a Committee went through the tem- 
porary Corn bill. A claufe was added, 
giving certain powers, for regulating im- 
portation and exportation, to the King ia 
Council. 

Read a third time, and paffed, the 
Coafting Trade bill, Adjourned till Sa- 
turday, 


HOUSE or LORDS. 
SATURDAY, Fune 5. 

The Lords met this day, and proceeded 
on the bills before them without any 
debate. 

HOUSE or COMMONS, 

SaTrurpay, June 5. 

Read a third time and paffed, the tem- 

porary Corn bill, Read a firft and fecond 


time, 
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time, and went through in a Committee, 
the new Lottery bill, Ordered the report 
to be received on Monday. Adjourned. 


HOUSE or LORDS, 


Monpnay, Fune 7. 


On the motion of the Duke of Leeds, 
the third reading of the Tobacco bill was 


poftponed for three months ; of courfe a ‘ 


new bill muft be brought in. 

A meflage was fent to the Commons, 
that the Lords would proceed further on 
the trial of Warren Haftings, Efq. on 
Wednefday. 

The Lottery bill was brought up from 
the Commons, read a, firft time, and or. 
déred to be read a fecond time to-mor- 
tow. Adjourned. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 


Monpay, June 7. 


Mr. H. Hobart brought up the report 
from the Committee on the Lottery bill, 
which was received... The bill was read a 
third time, and paffed. Adjourned, 


HOUSE or LORDS. 


Tugspay, June, 8. 
_In a Committee on the Coafting Trade 


bill, 

The Lord Chancellor obferved, that, al- 
though the intention of the bill was lau- 
dable, many of the claufes were getegend 
or ignorantly drawn; and it was the wi 
of thofe who promoted the bill to let it 
ftand over till another Seffion. 

Received from the Commons, and read 
a firft time, the new Tobacco bill. 


“HOUSE or COMMONS. 


Tuesnay, Fune 8, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought 
in a new Tobacco bill, which was read 
a firft and fecond time, &c. and paffed, 
and fent.up to the Lords. It differs from 
the former only in the title, and by omit- 


-ting part of the preamble, Adjourned. 


HOUSE or LORDS. 
Wepnesvay, June g. 


Several bills were read a third time 


and pafled + among them the Rape Seed 


bill, the Tontine bill, Confolidated Fumi 
bill, and Lottery bill, Adjourned. 


HOUSE or COMMON 5S: 


Wevnesvay, Func 9. 


- At four o’clock the Speaker returned 
from the High Court of Parliament, and 
foon after the Houfe was refumed. 

A meflage from the Lords was received, 
flating their Lordthips had agreed to the 
following bills without any amendmeat, 
the Tontine bill, Rape Seed bill, and Cone 
folidated Fund bill,’ 


HOUSE or LORDS. 


TuuRspay, June 10. 


His Majefty came in ftate to the Houfe, 
gave the Royal affent to feveral public 
and private bills, and made the followi:g 
moft gracious fpeech to both Houfes of 
Parkament : 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

The neceffary public bufinefs being now 
concluded,. I think it right to put an end 
to this Seffion of Parliament. 

I have not hitherto received the anfwer 
of the Court of Spain to the reprefentation 
which I have direéted to be made, at, that 
Court, in fupport of the dignity. of my 
crown, and of the interefts of my people. 
I continue to entertain the ftrongeft defire 
for the maintenance of peace on juft and 
honourable grrounds; but, under the pre- 
fent circumftances, I fee] it indifpenfably 
neceffary to proceed with expedition and 
vigour in thofe preparations, the objeéts 
of which have already received your una- 
nimous concurrence. 

The affurances and condu& of my allies, 
on this interefting occafion, have mani- 
fefted in the moft fatisfa€tory manner their 
determination to , fulfil the engagements 
of the exifting treaties; and I truft that 
our mutual good underftanding and. con- 
cert will be produétive of the happict 
effeéts in the prefent conjun&ure of affairs 
in Europe. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons; 

I return you my particular thanks for 
the readinefs with which you granted the 
fupplies for the current fervice, and for 
your unanimity and difpatch in enabling 
me to take thofe méafures which the pre- 
fent crifis has rendered neceflary. 

My Lords, and Gentlemen, 

As I think it may be of material conve- 
nience that the eleétion of a new Paslia-~ 
ment fhould take place without delay, it 
is my intention forthwith'to give dirce- 
tions for diffolving the prefent, and for 
calling a new Parliament. « But, in figni- 

fying 
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fying to you this intention, I cannot omit 
to affure you of the deep and grateful 
fenfe which I muft ever entertain of that 
affeGtionate and unfhaken loyalty, . that 
uniform and zealous regard for the true 
principles of our invaluable Conftitution, 
and that unremitting attention tothe hap- 
ranges profperity of my people, which 

ave-invariably direéted a your pro- 
ceedings. 

The rapid increafe of our Manufaétures, 
Commerce, and Navigation, the addi- 
tional proteétion and fecurity afforded to 
the diftant poffeffions of the Empire, the 
provifions for the good government of 
India, the improvement of the public re- 
venue, and the eftablifhment of a perma- 
nent fyftem for the gradual reduétion of 
the National Debt, ee: furnifhed the 
beft proofs of your refolution in encoun- 
tering the difficultiés with which you had 
to contend, and of your’ fteadinefs. and 
ieee age in thofe meafures which were 

eft adapted to promote the effential and 
Jafting intereft of my dominions. 


The loyalty and public fpirit, the in- 
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duftry and enterprize of my fubje&s have 
feconded your exértions. On their fenfe 
of the advantages which they at: prefent 
experience, as well as on their uniform 
and affe&tionate attachment to my, Perfon 
and Government, I rely for a continuance 
of that harmony and confidence, the 
happy effets of which have'fo manifeftly 
appeared during the prefent Parliament, 
and which moft at all times afford the 
fureft means of meeting the exigencies of 
war, or of cultivating with increafing be. 
nefit the bleflings of peace. _ , 

Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Ma. 
jefty’s command, oy es the Parliament 


to Tuefday, the third day of Auguft next. 


HOUSE or COMMONS. 


Tuurspay, Fune 10, 


The Gentleman Uhher of the Black Rod 
fummoned the Houfe to attend his Ma- 
jefty in the Upper Chamber of Parliament, 
and the Houfe attended accordingly. 


THEATRICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


HEATRE Roval, Haymarket.— An 
efter piece, called Try Again, was pro- 
duced at this Theatre, which, being def- 
titute of every theatrical requifite except 
Buftle, does not deferve to be noticed; 
its author has not thought proper to make 
himfelf known, and after having been 
performed for fix nights, it feems defigned 
to be laid on the fhelf. 
To this fueceeded a new Opera, called 
‘New Spain, or Love in Mexico. 


The charaéters are, 
Don Lopez Mr. Ryder 
Don Garcia Mr. Waterhou/e 
Don Juan Mr. Davies 
Almanoak Mr. Bannifler 
Zempoalla Mr. C 


ubit 
Secretary Mr. 2. Palmer 
Fabio 


Mr. Bannifter, pin. 
Leonora Mrs. a iy wv 
Julia Mrs. Jliffe 


FOREIGN 


Genoa, ‘May 20. 

GOVERNMENT ‘having received ac- 
counts from different parts that the 
Barbary corfairs increafed in our féas, and 
were of great detriment to trade and na» 
vigation, have ordered a frigate to fail for 
the Levant, to drive the Barbarians thence. 
Government has fent ten patents to 
different Captains, who are each of them 


Mifs Fontenelle 
Mrs. Edwards 
Mrs. Ban nifter, 


Flora 
Ulah 
l{cagli 


The author of this Opera is faid to be 
a Mr. Scawen. The fable. is inconfiftent, 
and inaccurately told. “ ‘To enter into,a 
critical examination..of Love in, Mexito 
would be unfair; as the great requifites 
of anew Opera are pleafing mufic and 
good performers, both which this piece 
poffeffes. 8 

Tt is written, however, in a pleafing 
Atyle, the dialogue is nervous anid chalie, 
free from that low buffoonery which ‘has 
lately difgraced the flage. Three ‘of the 
women were in breeches, but one of them, 
Mrs. [liffe, was, extremely embarraffed ; 
the others, Mrs. Goodall and Mifs Fon- 
tenelle, were very beautiful. ‘There were 
fome few exceptional paflages,which were 
curtailed on the fecond reprefentation. 


INTELLIGENCE. 


to form their own companies, which are 
to confift of an hundred men each. 

We learn from Cagliari, that a Barba- 
rian veffel having been difcovered in the 
waters of Taccolara, two armed fhallops 
were fent out to take her, which they did, 
and it is faid they found on board the 
corfair 21,000 fequins, befides avaft quan- 
tity of valuable meschandize. 

Smyrna, 
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- Smyrna, May ex, Intelligence has been 
received here that the Ruffian fquadron 
failed on the 15th inftant from Zia, leav- 
ing behind on the ifland all the Albanefe 
troops, to take care of the fortifications; 
that onthe 16th they fellin with the Turk- 
ith fleet, between the Cape d’Oro and the 
Hfland of Andros; that Major Lambro, 
the Ruffian commander, began the action 
with nine veffels againit eighteen of the 
Turks; that on the 18th the latter were 
joined by feven Algerine xebecks, who; 
with great courage, attacked the Ruffians, 
killed a great number of them, funk two 
or three of their veffels, and obliged two 
to run aground’ on the Ifland of Andros, 
where the Ruffians fet fire to them, in or- 
der that they might not fall into the hands 
of the enemy; that Major Lambro took 
te his boat, with all his officers, and fet 
fire to his frigate; that the Major, who 
was wounded in the a@tion, then embark- 
ed in a fmall veffel of his fquadron, paffed 
by Micone, where he ftaid three hours, 
and proceeded afterwards to Cirigo; and 
that two other fmall veffels.of the Ruffian 
{quadron alfo made their éefcape. 

Triefte, May 26. The differences be- 
tween the Court of Naples and the Re- 
public of Venice being amicably arranged, 
the Chevalier Micheroux is ordered to re- 
turn to Venice. 

Leghorn, May 28. Our feas {warm with 
Barbary corfairs, who generally appear to- 
gether in great numbers. A Neapolitan 
bark was attacked by an Algerine xebeck 
not far from the fhore of St. Vincent, 
near the cannon of the fortrefs. The cor- 
fair, however, ftill hovered about, and 
would have taken the bark at laft, but for 
the appearance of one of the Pope’s gal- 
lies, which did all in its power to come 
up with the xebeck; and from what we 
can learn from the mafter of a fhip who 
arrived here, and who heard a loud can- 
nonading, we conclude the Algerine is 
either taken or funk. 

Madrid, Fune 1. Mr. Frafer having taken 
the charaéter of Plenipotentiary, during 
the abfence of the Minifter, and Mr. Fitz- 
herbert being foon expefted, make it 
hoped that matters between the two Courts 
will be made up without arupture. Two 
couriers are atrived from France, neither 
of which brought over the recall of the 
French Ambaflador, but only permiffion 
to return to France, and to Icave the ma- 
nagement of affairs to his fecretary, 

The warlike preparations go on ftill, 
but the fleet is far from being:ready for fea. 

Madrid, Fune 4. Mr. Fiteherbert’s ar- 
tival here laft Saturday was attended with 
one very remarkable circumftance: he 
brought his ¢redentials ‘mm one hand and 
the decifion of the National Affembly, oa 
the right of making war and peace, in the 
ether, This, it muft be acknowledged, 
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was a very politic manner of opening his 
commiffion. The Spanifh Court could 
not but be fenfibly affeéted by an iraplied - 
difregard of the Family Compact. 

The Miniftry, however, fill continue to 
talk in a very high tone; and to intimate 
that Spain is able, without any foreign aid, 
to affert her own rights, in cafe of a rups 
ture with England. 

But, notwithitanding this outward thew 
of fpirit and felf-fufficiency, Adminiitra- 
tion cannot totally conceal their fecret a- 
larms, They dread a revolution like that 
which has taken place in France; and it 
is the fear of domeftic difturbances, not 
the chimerical fovereignty of Nootka 
Sound, that has occafioned all the buftle 
of warlike preparation, 

Vienna, June 5. The king has renewed 
to the Jews eftablifhed in the countries uns 
der his dominion the proteétion they have 
hitherto enjoyed, His majeity has at the 
fame time difpenfed with all military fer- 
vice, and the artillery men and baggage of 
that nation, which are ftill with the army, 
will be fent home, ° 

Peterpurgh, June 8. Yelterday a fire 
broke out in the laboratory belonging to 
the artillery, where was a great magazine 
of powder, bombs, &c. and the building 
blew up in the air. The number of per- 
fons who have loft.their lives is not yet 
known, Luckily the fire did not fpread 
beyond the artillery ground. 

Florencey June 15. An alarming com- 
motion has lately broke out here, owing 
to the difcontents of the people, on ac- 
count of the high price of provifions. 
The mob rofe in a tumultuous manner, 
and plundered the Jews, and the dwell. 
ing-houfes of feveral merchants, before a 
fuficient number of the citizens could be 
armed to ftop their progrefs: at laft, a- 
bout 1000 citizens were armed, and fta- 
tioned in the principal quarters of the ci- 
ty. They have been fince gradually ins 
creafed to 14,000, and the peace of the 
city is now, in a great meafure, reftored. 
About 100 of the rioters are committed 
to prifon, among whom ‘are feveral wo- 
men and priefts. Several threatening let- 
ters have been fince pofted up, denounc- 
ing vengeance upon fome of the heads of 
the Regency, if the price of bread is not 
immediately lowered, and the prifoners 
releafed within three days; but as a very 
ftrong guard is kept up, little regard is 
paid to thefe threats. ; 

Stockholm, Junerxs. The fleets of Swe- 
den and Ruffia engaged» four different 
times in forty-eight hours, on the gd and 
4th inftant, bezween ,Se-fkar and Cron 
ftadt; but the Ruffians avoiding a clofe 
and general ation, .aud always veering 
towards Oronftadt, nothing decifive has 
taken place. : Two of their fhips were 
much difabled, The Duke of Sudermamia 

Bas 
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has taken poft at Biorfko, in which pofi- 
tion he matntains an open communication 
between the grand fleet and the fleet of 
gallies, and at the fame time compels the 
Ruitlian fleet to keep their prefent ftation, 
that Cronftadt may not be left expofed. 
Our fleet is alfo perfe€tly well ftationed 
for the purpofes of repairing the trifling 
damages it has fuftained, providing itfelf 
with water, ftores, &c. and keeping the 
entrance of Wyburg biocked up.—This 
engagement had been magnified into an 
almoftt total defeat of the Swedith fleet. 

Warfaw, June 16. The Diet have: for 
thefe eight days been employed in difcuf- 
fing the queftion relative to the prorogation 
of the prefent Diet, when, after fome de- 
bates, it was carried that the prefenc Diet 
fhould be prorogued until the 7th of Fe- 
bruary next, when univerfals are to be ifs 
fued for the calling of a new Diet. 

Vienna, June 16. A great {carcity ftill 

revails in Conftantinople, notwithitand- 
ing the efforts of the Porte to obviate it, as 
nothing can balance the lofs of Moldavia 
and Wallachia, which were the granaries 
both of the capital; and of Romelia and 
Bulgaria. -A calamity of this nature muft 
have great influence on the politics of the 
Cabinet of Conftantinople, which, ‘not- 
withftanding all the preparations and al- 
hiances which it has contracted with diffe- 
sent Powers, cannot come to a refolution 
to break off the negociarion with their 
enemies, and fend back the Commiffa- 
ries. 

Vienna, June 23. The Diet of Hungary 
are at this moment nearly in the fame fitu- 
ation as the States General of France were 
the latter end of May, laft year. The two 
Chambers cannot agree on any point; and 
mt is feared that the preparations made for 
the coronation will be rendered ufelefs for 
a while. 

His Majefty has, by a decree of the 8th 
wmitant, reinftated, in all his rights and 
poffeflions, fituated in: Auftrian Silefia, 
Count de Shafgot{ch, Prince Bifhop of 
Breflau, who has been deprived of them 
fince 1786; and they write from’ Johan- 
nefburg, the refidence of ‘the Prince Bi- 
fhop, that this news has caufed the great. 
eft joy amongft the inhabitants of the en- 
virons, who havearrived in crowds to fe. 
heitate the Prince Bifhop upon the occae 


fron. 
BiB. Rw Ao. 

The king left this place on the 1oth in- 
fant, at three in the morning, and atninc 
he got to Franckfort on the Oder; where, 
taking into his carriage Field Marthal the 
Duke of Brunfwick, he proceeded on to 
head his grand army in Silefia. 

A mecting of the Ambafladors of the 
Belligerent Powers is to be held immedi- 
wely at Reichenbach, The Prince de 
Reuls, who has received orders from 
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King Leopold, his mafter, to repair thie 
ther, left Berlin the 12th inftant, for that 
purpofe. 

The Pruffian: Prime Minifter, and allt 
the Ambaffadors, are gone to Silefia, to 
attend the king. 

Preparations for war are, however, care 
rying on in all parts with«great vigour, 
though much will depend on the iffue of 
the above meeting at Reichenbach, where, 
no doubt, the terms propofed by Pruilia 
and her allies will be difcuffed. 

Letters from Warfaw mention the arri- 
val of news from Berlin, containing an 
affertion, ** That the Cabinet of St. James’s 
had affured that of Berlin, that it would 
take a direct and active intereft in the po- 
litics and military operations of Pruffia, 
to preferve the balance of the North, and 
of Europe in general,’’ which, of courfe, 
will contribute to peace. 

Franchfort, Fuly 1. The Minifters of 
the feveral Ele€tors are nearly all affem~- 
bled. The Prince de Sacken and: the 
Count de Goertz, named by the Elefor of 
Brandenbourg, arrived yefterday; as did 
alfo Baron de Deel, named by thé Elec- 
tor of Mentz; Counts de Scoonberg, de 
Loben, and de Riancourt, from the Elec- 
tor of Saxony; Baron de Bartenftein, from 
the Eleétor of Bohemia; Baron de Ven- 
denfels, from the Eleétor of Cologne, and 
Baron de Hugel, from the Eleétor of 
Treves. 

Berlin, Fuly 3. General de Kalckftein, 
who was fent for to the king, is gone to 
Drefden, with a declaration, that his ma- 
jefty could not accept of the neutrality ; 
and to give further weight to this declara- 
tion, the troops under Prince Frederick 
are ordered to march ftrait to Sagan. 


Parts. 


CEREMONY or tHe GRAND CON- 
FEDERATION art PARIS, 
ON THE 
ANNIVERSARY of Tut1xr FREEDOM. 


We prefent our readers with an account 
of a fpcétacle that has no parallel in hif- 
tory. 

That a king, who but a twelvemonth 
ago was defpotic, and twenty-four mil- 
lions of people, who were flaves, fhould, 
in fo fhort a fpace, have undergone fuch a 
change—he lowered to the proper ftation 
of a chief magiftrate—they elevated to 
the juft ftandard of free men—and all 
agreeing to meet together, and {wear up- 
on the altar to prefervea fyftem they had 
erected, is fo fplendid an zra in the an- 
nals of human affairs, as to call forth all 
the’ powers of the bard, the philofopher, 
and the hiftorian; »and-we truit the ableft 
pens will be employed in its defcription. 
A proclamation wes publifhed by the 


king, on: the 13th, arranging the vom 
order 
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order of the pfoceffion, and: appoititing 
the Sieur de la Fayette Major General of 
the Federation; and, in this quality, his 
otders were to be confidered as coming 
immediately fromthe king. The Sieur de 
Gouvion was appointed Major General ex- 
fecond. ‘ 

On Tuefday, the 19th, the king re- 
viewed the Deputies from the ecighty- 
three Departments of the Nation, on 
which occafion the populace filled the air 
with fhouts of Vive le Roi. Since the ar- 
rival of the Députies at Paris, his Majef- 
ty’s body guard had been compofed of 
draughts from them, the troops of the 
line, and the Parifian guards. 

At the Metropolitan Church, Te Deum 
was performed, with a band confifting of 
all the performers of the Royal Academy 
of Mufic, and thofe belonging to the va- 
rious places of public amufement. The 
Eleétors, the Reprefentatives of the Com- 
mons of Patis, the Deputies of the Na- 
tional Departments, twelve Members of 
the National Affembly, and a vaft con- 
courfe of. people attended. 

By way of introduétion to the Te Drum 
a Hierodram, compofed of verfes from the 
Pfalms and books of Prophets, applica- 
ble to the purpofe of the ceremony, was 
performed. An overtere by M. des Au- 
giers, compofed for the occafion, coms 
municated the moft lively impreffions, and 
produced the grandeft effeéts, The me- 
morable evening that preceded July 14, 
1789; was defcribed’ with all the truth of 
expreffion; a forig of viétory announced 
the fall of the baleful caftle where defpo- 
tifm held his feat; a'citizen called on the 
viGtorious people to give thanks to the Su- 
preme Difpofer of events ;—Populi laudate 
Deum, arid a grand chorus, which began 
the Te Deum, anfwered the call of the ci- 
tizen. 

On Wednefday morning, at fixo’clock, 
all the perfons appointed to affift’in the 
proceffion affembled on the Boulevards, 
between’ the gate of St. Martin and‘the 
gate of St; Antoine, and the proceftion 
was arranged in the following order: 


A Troop of Horfe; with a Standard, and 
Six Trumpets. 
One divifion of the Mufic, confifting of 
feveral hundred-inftruments, 
A Company of Grenadiers, 
The EteGtors of the City of Paris. - 
A Company of Volunteers, 
The Affembly of the Reprefentatives of 
the Commons. 
The Military Committee, 
A Company of Chaffeurs. 
A Band of Drums. 

The: Prefidents of the Diftriés. 
The Deputies of the Commons, appoint 
ed to take for them the Federal Oath. 

Vou. V. 


The Sixty Adiminiftrators of the Muanici* 
pality, with the City Guards, 
Second Divifion of Mufic. 

A Battalion of Children, carrying a Stan- 
dard, with the words—‘* The Hopes of 
the Nation.”’ 

A-detachment of the Colours of the Nae 

tional Guard of Paris. 
A Battalion of Veterans, 

The Deputies of the Thirty-two firft Des 
partments of the Nation, in alphabetie 
cal order. 

The ORIFLAME; OF, GRAND STANDs 
ARpD of the Kine, borne by a-Cor. 
nette-blanche of France, in the firkt 
rank of the Deputies of the 
troops of the line, compofed 
of Marifchalls of France. 
General Officers. 

Officers of the Staff. 

Subaltern Officers. 
Commiffioners of War. 
Invalids. 

Lieutenants of the Marifchalls of France; 
Deputies of Infantry. 

Deputies of Cavalry. 
Deputies of Huffars; Dragoons, and Chaf- 

: _ feurs. 

General Officers and Deputies of the Mas 

rine, according to rank, 

The Deputies‘of the forty-one laft Departs 

ments, in alphabetical order. 
A Company of Volunteer Chaffeurs. 

A Company of Cavalry, with a Standard 

and two Trumpets. 


The proceffion being formed in this 
manner, made a moft noble appearance; 
for the varieties‘of emblematic ornaments 
were endlefs, Every Order was marked 
by diftinguifhing indications of the dif- 
tri& from which they came, or the body 
which they reprefented; and in doing 
this, much fruitful fancy had been em- 
ployed to make the marks ferve for orna- 
ment as well as diftinétion. 

The Military Deputies had only their 
fide-arms, 

In‘each divifion a banner, indicative of 
the department, was borne by the oldeft 
perfon in the ‘firft rank, and the ranks 
were formed eight abreaft. 

The proceffion paffed along’ the ftreets 
of St. Denis, of the Feronnerie, St. 
Honore, Royale,'to the Place of Louis XV. 
where they halted, and ‘the detachment of 
the colours of the National Guard of Pa- 
ris opening to the right and left received 
into the'centre 
THE MEMBERS Of the NATIONAL ASSEM- 


BLY 
who were thus furrounded and efcorted 
by the body who had before’ proteéted 
them. 
The proceffion then moved on through 
the Cours la Reine along the Quay to the 
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bridge of boats, over which they paffed, 
and trom whence they entered the Champ 
de Mars. 

In entering the Champ de. Mars, the 
cavalry marched off to the right, and 
ranged themfelves in the exterior line on 
the oppofite fide to the entrance, The 
company of Grenadiers formed under the 
fieps of the Amphitheatre, as well as all 
the companies that were employed as ef- 
corts. 

The civil bodies took the places allotted 
to them in the Amphitheatre. The bat- 
talion of children formed about a hundred 
paces from the Grand Altar, crofling the 
Champ de Mars, but facing the Altar. 

While the National Affembly paffed 
through the Triumphal Arch, the efcort 
of colours paffed through the two lateral 
gates, and the Members took their feats 
on the right and left of the Chair of State, 
and the Chair of their own Prefident, 

The Battalion of Veterans was placed a 
hundred paces behind the Altar, acrofs 
the Champ de Mars, but facing the Altar. 

The detachments of National Guards, 
appointed to take the Oath, ranged them- 
felves each under the banner indicative of 
his place in the Amphitheatre. 

Th mufic, now all colleé&ed into one 
immenfe band, occupied the fide of the 
platform under the Altar, next to the In- 
valids; the band of drums the oppofite 
fide. 

The detachment of Cavalry, that clofed 
the proceffion, formed the exterior line 
on the fide where they entered, oppofite 
to the firft detachment. 

While the Deputies were taking their 
feats, the entrances to the tier of elevated 
benches, that furrounded this immenfe 
Amphitheatre, were opened, and the 
people of all ranks and of both fexes, the 
ladies all dreffed in white, took their 
places. Thefe benches, rifing thirty in 
number above one another, and extend- 
ing an immenfe way, were capable of 
containing, as it is faid, 300,009 perfons. 

Their Majefties entered the Champ de 
Mars through the Military School, and 
took their places, to afliftin the ceremony, 
in a fuperb box ereéted for the occafion, 
and elevated about fifteen feet. 

The foreign Minifters took their places 
in an elegant box near them. 

As foon as they were feated, after a fa- 
lemn invocation to God, the grand ftand- 


ard and all the banners of the feveral de- 


renner were brought up to the plat- 
‘orm, and received benediétions; after 


which they were carried back to their fe- 


veral flations. High Mafs was then cele- 
brated; after which the Nation, thus af- 
fembled, proceeded to the great obje& of 
the day. 

The Major-General haying announced 
the Sqlemnity, the Affembly all rofe, and 
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the King approached the Grand Altar, and 
fwore, in the prefence of God, and of 
feveral hundred thoufands of his people— 

“* J, Louts, Citizen, King of the French, 
‘© do fwear that I will employ the whole pow. 
‘* er delegated to me by the conftitutional 
‘* Law of the State, to maintain the Confit. 
$* tution, and enforce the execution of the 
s* Law.” 

His Majefty was followed by the Prefi- 
dent of the National Aflembly, who took 
the oath to the Nation, the Law, and the 
King, while all the other Members, hold- 
ing up their right hands, pronounced Fe 
le jure. 

The Sieur de la Fayette (we give him his 
own appellation) then took the oath for 
himfelf, and all the other Deputies of the 
eighty-three Departments of the National 
Guards, who, all ftanding, pronounced 
after him Fe le jure: and thefe words, 
with uplifted hands, were folemnly pro- 
nounced by every individual of the im- 
menfe affembly. 

Te Deum was then fung; and never 
was there an occafion where a folema 
thankfgiving to God was more proper, or 
when it was given with more fervor of 
devotion, or a purer gratitude of heart. 
The performance was lofty beyond the 
powers of defcription. Never did France 
fee fuch an orcheftra, and never furely 
did the world behold fuch an audience! 
Their numbers baffled the eye to reckon: 
their fhouts rent the fkies, when, in the 
enthufiafm of joy, they mingled accla- 
mations of rapture with the effufions of 
piety; and yet, in their attention to the 
grand and folemn parts of the national 
paction, filence the moft profound tefli- 
fied the intereft that they felt, and deco- 
rum, order, peace, and concord, reigned 
through the immenfe multitude. 

The ceremony being ended, the pro- 
ceflion moved off in the order in which it 
entered, and then the detachments filed 
off to the tents in the adjacent grounds, 
where a collation was provided, of which, 
ftrange as it may found, feveral hundred 
thoufands, partook. Every part of the 
neighbouring country was covered with 
tents, and in various appointed places 
dinner and wine were delivered to the 
poor gratis. 

A grand illumination clofed the tri- 
umphs of the day, and the only breach 
of the peace that took place through the 
whole was provoked by the ftubborn ob- 
ftinacy of fome inveterate Ariftocrats, 
who did not light up their houfes, or who 
had fled with their domefticks, and left 
their windows dark emblems of their 
own minds, They fell a prey to the in- 
dignation of the populace; and ali the 
maflacre of this day, fo much dreaded in 
anticipation, was the maflacre of fome 


thoufand pannels of glafs. 
M, D’O;- 
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M. D’Orleans attended, and fat in his 
place as one of the Members of the Na- 
tional Aflembly. He had gained much 
popularity by a fhort appeal to his coun- 
try, in which he called upon them to try 
him, if they had any charge to exhibit 
againft him, but to try him, not by Judges, 
but bya Fury. d 

Another account fays—Thefeltival was 
truly popular; for the Chiefs of the Dif- 
wis returned the tickets which they had 
received from the Hotel de Ville for them- 
felves and their friends; generoufly ob- 
ferving, that after fo glorious.a revolution, 
to which the people had fo largely contri- 
buted, and on fo folemn a day, there 
fhould be no diftinétion of ranks; and 
that they would therefore mix promifcu- 
oufly with their fellow-citizens in the ge- 
neral feftivity. 

The avenues to the rows being free, eve- 
try feat was occupied by fix in the morn- 
ing; may, many families had taken their 
places at ten the preceding night, a night 
as cold, ftormy, and uncomfortable, as 
any in November; yet fuch was their ar- 
dour to view the approaching fcene, that 
they fat out the night contentedly, wet to 
the fkjn, not an individual offering to 
move from his feat, The morning, too, 
was very unfavourable, as it rained, with 
very few and fhort intervals, from feven 
o’clock till one. . Even at the benedittion 
of the colours a {mart fhower fell on the 
uncovered heads of the facred Minifters. 

Owing to the unfkilfulnefs, or inatten- 
tion, of the Engineer, a third: part of the 
Champ de Mars was filled with water; yet 
the National Guard, to the number of 
4000, who had been on duty there from 
ten o’clock the evening before, on the 
ceflation of cach fhower, danced chear- 
fully round the altar, and rather than 
break the myftic circle, waded up io 
their knees in water with great alacrity, 
keeping due time to the meafure of the 
drums, fifes, &c. the {peétators ever-and- 
anon encouraging them with ¢a, ira, ¢a, 
ira, the burden of a new fong, which 
predids that ali will end well. 

At the conclufion of the ceremony, the 
Deputies of the National Affembly, thofe 
of the Provinces, and the Commons of 
Paris, partook of a cold collation, pre- 
pared, by the King’s order, at the Cha- 
teau de la Muette, in the Bois de Boulogne. 

The wind was fo high that great- part of 
the grand effect which the Te Deum would 
otherwife have had was loft. 

The King, Queen, and their fuite, ac- 
companied by the foreign Minifters, went 
in a cavalcade of carriages to the Military 
School, and paffed through that houfe to 
the gallery ereéted in its front for their 
reteption, which was ornamented in a 
moft magnificent ftyle, the pillars being 
crowged with a new order d la Federa- 
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tion. The King was dreffed in blue and 
gold, with his royal mantle, and a hat 
and feather with a fuperb diamond. 

The Bifhop of Autun was honoured 
with the important duty of celebrating 
the mafs, and adminiftering the facred 
occafional offices. 

Many pieces of ordnance were planted 
towards the river. When M. de la Faye 
ette took the oath for the whole of the 
Military Orders of the realm, the Fedcee 
rative Deputies drew their {words, held 
them up in the air, and all repeated at the 
fame inftant, each for himfelf— fede jure. 
A fignal gun announced this to the park 
of artillery, and a general volley pro 
claimed it to the world. 

In like manner, whétn the Prefident of 
the National Affembly, in the name of all 
the Civil Orders of the realm, took the 
fame oath, there was a fecond difcharge, 
and a third accompanied the oath of the 
King. It was in one of thefe that an ac- 
cident happened by the burfting of a gung 
It is differently mentioned: one letter in- 
forms us that four men were killed, ano- 
ther, that one man loft only his hand. 

When the captors and demolifiers of 
the Baftile entered the Champ de Mars, fuch 
united fhouts of joy and triumph were 
perhaps never. heard: conceiving that 
dreadful prifon to have been one of the 
grandeft engines of defpotifm and cruelty, 
the multitude were frantic in the expref- 
fion of their joy, when they beheld thofe 
enter who had levelled it with the duft. 

All the ftreets which communicate with 
the Champ de Mars were furnifhed with 
{caffolds for the ufe of thofe who were 
not privileged with feats on the fpot— 
the tops of the houfes, and every window 
within view, were alfo occupied. 


ANSWER or tHe KING or THE 
FRENCH, 


To the Federative Deputies of the Eighty- 
three Departments of the National 
Guards, at the Thuilleries, on the 19th 
Inftant. 


‘© I receive, with much fenfbility, the 
teftimonies of love and attachment which 
you give me in the name of the National 
Guards, united in all parts of France. 

** May the folemn day, on which you 
are to ren¢w in common your oath to the 
Nation, pafs over without diffention, and 
may it ferve to promote peace, and efta- 
blith the reign of the Laws and of Liber= 
ty throughout the realm! 

“« Defenders of the public Peace, of 
the Laws and of Liberty! confider that 
wr firft duty is the maintenance of or- 

er, and obedience to the laws; that the 
benefits of a free conftitution ought to be 
equal to all; that the more free we are, 
the more ferious become offences againft 
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the liberty and property of others—the 
more criminal become aéts of violence and 
outrage, when they are not committed by 
command. 

** Report to your fellow-citizens, that I 
with I could fpeak*to them all as I fpeak 
to you here.—Tell them that their King is 
their Father, their Brother, their Friend; 
that he cannot be happy but in their welfare ; 
Great but in their glory; powerful but in 
their liberty ; rich but in their profperity ; 
and that he can only fuffer in their afin 
Above all, make known the words, or ra- 
ther the fentiments of my heart in the 
Aumble cottages, and in the retreats of the 
unfortunate. Tell them that though I 
cannot go along with you into their Afy- 
lums, I wifh to do fo; and that both ia 
my affe&tion, and by the laws which are 
the prote&tors of the feeble, J will watch 
over them, Say, in fine, to the different 
provinces of my kingdom, that the more 
that cireumftances will permit me to fulfil 
the wifh I have formed of vifiting them 
with my family, the happier it will make 
my heart.” 


COUNTRY NEWS, 

Torbay, Funesg. The ficet here are in 
the higheft order and fpirits poffible ; and 
it is expeéted, in the courfe of a few days, 
with the jun@ion of the thips from Ply- 
mouth and Portfmouth, we fhall have at 
Jeaft forty fail of the line. 

His Royal Highnefs of Clarence is in- 
defatigable in his attention to his fhip the 
Valiant, 

Coventry, Fuly22. On Thurfday laft, 
amidf an immenfe concourfe of people, 
15 boats from the collieries in the neigh- 
bourhood of Wednefbury, by the Birming- 
ham canal, through the Aquedué at Faze- 
ley, &c. arrived here, each containing 20 
tons of that coal, which has already re- 
duced the price of Warwickhhire coal from 
$d. to 6d. per cwt. and the Staffordthire 
from 10d. to 7 $. whereby this city, in 
this neceflary article only, will fave up- 
wards of 5000]. per ann. 

Exeter, A few days agoa very melan- 
choly accident happened tn digging a well 
at the building of the New gaol Exeter. 
After the ground had been funk toa depth 
of near ninety feet, the earth fuddenly fell 
in, and buried one of the workmen twen- 
ty-five feet under it. ‘Every attempt was 
made to get him out, but to no effeét, asit 
was found impoffible to render him any 
afiiftance, 

DOMESTIC OCCURRENCES. 

By the Berrington Eaft India thip, we 
underftand, that as foon as the news of the 
attack of Tippoo Saib on the King of Tra- 
vancore arrived at Calcutta, the Governor 
General and Council refolved to defend 
theirally, and to repel, by the moft vi- 
gorous means, the fanguinary tyrant, The 
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Houghton and Earl of Chefterfield were 
immediately ordered to Madras with a 
detachment of artillery, under Lieutenant 
Colonel Deare, and other reinforcements 
were ordered to be made ready with all 
difpatch. 

Lieutenant Colonel Cockrell had march- 
ed with the fixth battalion of Bengal in- 
fantry, towards Madras. 

It is alfo faid, that Earl Cornwallis was 
himfelf to go to Madras, and, by a treaty 
with the Mahrattas, was determined to 
extirpate this reftlefs foe of the Englifh. 

General Meadows, arrived at Madras io 
the Veftal, on the 23d of February. 

A letter from Antigua, dated June 13, 
1790, fays, ‘* The difturbances in Martinico 
are become more ferious than ever ; and I 
inclofe you a printed account of fome tran- 
fa&tionsthere. But we are in momentary ex- 

€ation of fomething ftill more ferious ; 
Br I am wellaffured, by a gentleman of ve- 
racity who paffed by St. Pierre on the morn- 
ing of the roth, that he faw a very heavy fire 
from two forts that guard the entrance of 
the Bay, and alfo from the mufquetry on 
fhore; and the rifing grounds in the neigh- 
bourhood of the town were alfo covered 
with women and children, who feemed 
to have fled from thence; his inftru@tions 
were to have called there in his way to 
this ifland, but he did not think it pru- 
dent or fafe, as all feemed to be in con- 
fufion. We wait with impatience for 
further information.”’ 

July 1. Government received a fecond 
time difpatches from Lieutenant Riou, 
brought, as the firft were, by a Dutch 
veffel, They are not of much later date 
than the firft. They bear, however, that 
he had got the Guardian into port at the 
Cape, and are fo much the more agreeable, 
as doubts hegan to be publickly circulated 
of his arrival there. 

By the Pigot Indiaman, which failed 
from Madras fo late as the latter end of 
February, accounts are received that Tip- 
po Saib had, at that date, made no fecond 
attempt on Travancore. A rumour was 
ftill in circulation, that he had been fe-~ 
verely wounded in his firft attack; and to 
that accident chiefly his remaining quict 
was afcribed. 

5. Mr. Meredith, who has come home 
paffenger in the Duke of Buccleugh from 
China, has given information to the Se- 
cretary of State, that he had been upon a 
voyage of {peculation in the South Seas, 
with Mr, Cox, and had touched at Ota- 
heite, where he learned that the Bounty, 
late Capt. Bligh, had returned there with 
only part of the crew, and without the 
captain; and that fhe had failed but a few 
days before their arrival, with a promife 
that they would return in a fhort time. 
It is evident, from this account, that 


Chriftian and his crew are turned pirates. 
6. Let- 
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6. Letters from Carlfcrone, vid Hol- 
Jand, received by yefterday’$ mail, ftate, 
that a terrible fire had broke out in that 
city, which had entirely confumed two 
thirds of the buildings: the docks and 
fleet were fortunately preferved, but the 
army bake-houfes, &c, were totally re- 
duced to afhes. This conflagration is fup- 
pofed to have originated from fome incen- 
diaries, as the flames burft out in feveral 
parts at nearly the fame moment. 

Extra& of a Letter from Charles-Town. 

6. ** A more abundant crop of rice was 
never known in this State than that of the 
prefent year, Indigo has not fucceeded 

uite fo well, on account of an undfual 
rot about the latter end of September 
laft; at the fame time our rivers above the 
tide waters are fo low, for want of rain, 
that it is with the utmoft difficulty the 
rice can be got down in fufficient quanti- 
ties to fupply the European demand, which 
is this year very confiderable. Machines 
for boating out the rice, and ploughs, are 
coming very rapidly into fathion, and 
from this circumftance alone we may pre- 
di& that any future importation of flaves 
will be rendered unneceffary, as the far 
gteater part of the labour will be faved.” 

8. Came on the trial of Renwick Wil- 
liams, the Monfter, indi€ted upon the fta- 
tute of 1ft George I. for affaulting Mifs 
Ann Porter, on the king’s highway, and 
felonioufly and malicioufly intending to 
cut and deftroy her cloaths. 

After examining evidence, Mr. Juftice 


Buller fummed up the whole with his ufual 
abilities, accompanied by numberlefs ap- 


sow obfervations. He faid, ifthe Jury 
ould pronounce the prifoner guilty, he 
fhould referve the queftion of law, as it 
was a new cafe, for the opinion of the 
Twelve Judges. 

The Jury pronounced the prifoner— 

uilty. 

The Judge then refpited judgment till 
the next December feffions, and ordered 
the recognizances on the other profecu. 
tions to be refpited till that time, in order 
that the opinions of the Judges might be 
gbtained. The trial lafted upwards of 
eight hours. The Court was more crowd- 
ed than ever was known. 

10. The Dutch fquadron came up to 
Spithead, and are as follow: 

hips. Guns. Commanders. 

- V. Ad, Kinfbergen 
Veyheid ‘  Giomie Aberfon 
Venwayting Rear-A.Rynereld 
Guelderland Capt. Tilleken 
Brakel Ralls 
Munni Kendon 44 — BloisVanTrefleng 
Pollux Mafchop 
Venus —— Alliers 
Pyle Lt. Otdonhaufon 
Portilur 
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Courier 16 — Marfchall 
Spernere 12 — BloisVanTreflang 

12. Alderman Macaulay and R. C. 
Glyn, Efq. the two theriffs ele&, figned 
the bonds at the Chamberlain’s office, 
Guildhall, to take upon themfelves that 
office on the 28h of September next, 

The aquedué at Fazely being now com- 
pleted, to open the junétion with the 
Duke of Bridgewater’s grand trunk, the 
Birmingham, Coventry, and Oxford ca- 
nals, Mr, Brindley’s great plan feems, at 
length, fully accomplifhed. The ports of 
London, Briftol, Liverpool, and Hull, 
have thereby an inland communication; 
as likewife the great trading towns of 
Manchefter, Birmingham, Leeds, and 
Sheffield, which muft at all times be high- 
ly advantageous to the commercial inte- 
refls of the kingdom at large, more par- 
ticularly whenever the coafting trade fhalf 
be in danger of being captured in time of 
war. 


MARRI E D. 


At St. George’s, Hanover-fquare, C. 
Yorke, Efq. of Lincoin's-Inn, Knight of 
the Shire for the county of Cambridge, ta 
Mifs Harriet Manningham, eldeft daughter 
of Charles Manningham, Efq. of Thorpe, 
in the county of Surry. 

Mr. Hugh Ruffell, of May’s-buildings, 
to Mifs Anne Seymour, of Marybone. 

Mr. Wilfon, oilman, of Fleet-market, 
to Mifs Anne Davis, of Steyning, ia 
Suffex. 

At St. George’s, Bloomfbury, Mr. Of- 
wald, of Bucklerfburv, to Mifs Greeve, of 
Great Queen-ftreet. - 

Mr. Charles Hancock, of the Stock Exe 
change, to Mifs Burrell, daughter of Pe- 
ter Burrell, Efq. of the South Sea-houfe. 

At Chigwell, in Effex, Mr. Edward 
Toller, Pro&tor, in Dofor’s-commons, 
to Mifs Burford, of the above place. 

At Iflington, Mr. White, of Helmet. 
row, Old-ftreet, to Mifs Harris, of the 
fame place. 

H, Prideaux, jun, Efg. fecond fon of 
H. Prideaux, Efgq. of Place Noun, ia 
Cornwall, to Mifs St. Aubyn, eldeft daugh- 
ter of the late Sir John St. Aubyn, Bart, 
and fitter to the prefent. 

At St. Luke’s church, Old-ftreet, Geo, 
Urlin, Efq. City-road, to Mifs S, Clarke, 
of Tabernacle-row, City-road. 

At Richmond, John Thorpe, Efq, to 
Mrs. Jane Holland. 

At Marybone, Mr. Rupert Green, of 
Newman-ftreet, to Mifs Slade, only 
daughter of Mr. Edmund Slade, of the 
Borough. 

At St. James’s church, Mr. Richard 
Mudd, furgeon, to Mifs Cai herine Wheeler, 


of St. James’s-firect. 
Mr, 
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Mr. William Thompfon, of Iflington, 
to Mifs Phipps, of Great Wincheiter- 
ftreet, Auftin friars. 

At St. Swithin’s, London Stone, Mr. 
Robert Southey, of Tower-ftreet, to Mifs 
Mary Sergeant, of Cannon-ftreet. 

At St. George’s, Hanover-fquare, Sir 
William Wake, of Courteen Hall, in the 
county of Northampton, Bart to Mifs 
Sitwell, only daughter of Francis Sitwell, 
Efg. of Renithaw-hall, in the county of 
Derby. 

At St; George’s church, Hanover- 
f{quare, Humphrey Butler, Efq. Member 
of the Irith Parliament, to Mifs White. 

William Young, Efg. of the Strand, 
to Mifs Hervey Spooner, of Bedford- 
fquare. 

Robert Pemberton, jun, Efg. to Mifs 
Lloyd, both of Shrewfbury. 

The Rev. H. Heigham, Fellow of Caius 
College, Cambridge, to Mifs Eliza Sy- 
monds, fccond daughter of Thomas Sy- 
monds, Efg, Captain in the Royal Navy. 

At Cumber, Berks, William Henry 
Beauchamp, Efq. third fon of the late Sir 
William Beauchamp Proétor, Bart. to 
Mifs Frances Davie, niece of Sir John 
Davie, Bart. 

At St. Peter’s, Carmarthen, Mr. Shel- 
ton Covell, to Mifs Higgon, late of Stan- 
more, Middlefex. 

At Lainfhaw, Scotland, John Ferguffon, 
Efq. the younger, of Caitloch, to Mifs 
Cunn nghame, eldeft daughter of William, 
Cunninghame, Efg. of Lainfhaw. 

At Edinburgh, Captain Kennedy, of 
the 44th regiment, to Mifs Helen Black- 
burn, daughter of the deceafed Mr. Hugh 
Blackburne, merchant, in Glafgow. 

By fpecial licence, Henry Methold, 
Efg, to Mifs Eden, eldeft daughter of Sir 
John Eden, Bart. at his feat at Windle- 
fione, in the county of Durham, 

At St, Botolph’s, Bifhopfgate, Mr. 
James Jarvis, of the South Sea-houfe, to 
Mifs Mary Van Voorft, of Broad-{treet- 
buildings. 

Mr. William Taylor, of St. Paul’s- 
charch-yard, druggift, to Mifs Harris, 
sour of Robert Harris, Efq. of Croy- 

on. 

At Piddleftone, Herts, Mr. William 
Thomas, oilman, of Great Rulfel-court, 
Covent-garden, to Mifs Holder, of the 
White-houfe. 

Mr. John Clement Bignell, of Newport 
Pagnel, to Mifs Cox, of Shoe-lane. 

At St. George’s church, Hanover-fquare, 
the Kev. John Molefworth, brother of 
Sir William. Molefworth, Bart. to Mifs 
Catharine St. Aubyn, fecond fifter of Sir 
John St. Aubyn, Bart. 

At St, Mary’s, Iflington, Mr. Edward 
Burrows, of the Upper-ftreet, to Mifs 
Chatell, of the fame place. 
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John Crutchfield, of Highgate, Efq. to 
Mifs Marthall,, of New Ormond-ftreet. 

At Marybone church, Dr. A. Coventry, 
of Edinburgh, who was lately appointed 
Profeffor of Agriculture in the Univerfity 
there, to Mifs Haftie, eldeft daughter of 
James Haftie, Efq. of Great Portland. 
itreet. 

At Bridgetown, in the ‘Weft-Indies, 
Laurence Grenholme, Efg. of the 4th 
battalion of the 60th regiment, to Milfs 
Wadman. 

At Mitcham, in Surry, John Griffith, 
Efq. of Lincoln’s inn, Barrifter at Law, 
to Mifs Maflar, eldeft daughter of John 
Maflar, Efq. of Mitcham. 

Mr. Thomas Lovell, of Marybone, to 
Mifs Mary Denton, of Wefton-place, St. 
Pancras. 

Mr. Vernour, of Gerard-ftreet, to Mifs 
Hammond, of High Wycomb, Bucks. 

Mr. Frederic Teufh, of Coleman.ftreet, 
to Mifs Utterton, of Waltham Abbey. 

Captain Dawfon, of the gift regiment 
of foot, to Mifs Sturges, daughter of Mr. 
Sturges, Colleétor of Excife at Leeds. 

At Brampton, Devon, Mr. Samuel Gun- 
drey, jun, merchant, of Bridport, to Milfs 
Bowden, fecond daughter of Richard 
Bowden, Efq, 

At Hawkeibury, the Rev. Lewis, Clut- 
terbuck, of Newark-houfe, to Mifs Pare 
tridge, of Hillfley,‘in the county of Glou- 
cefter, 


D IE D. 


At Aix la Chapelle, the Right Hon. 
Lord Heathfield, and clofed a life of 
military renown at the moft critical feafon 
for his memory, He had acquired the 
brighteft honours of a foldier, the love 
and reverence of his country; and he fell 
in an exertion beyond his Krength, from 


an anxiety to clofe his life on the rock 


where he had acquired his fame, Even 
the laft efforts of age and decay were in 
him proofs of a noble mind; for, after 
he had wafted his ftrength in the fervice 
of his country, he devoted his laft a& to 
private gratitude, 

The day of his death was aétually fixed 
for the day of his marriage, from an en- 
dearing with that the obje& of his youth- 
ful love might be the reli& of his honour- 
ed age, and that he might exalt to the 
rank of a Britifh Peerefs, the tender and 
affeGtionate female, who, in a foreign 
ifland, had foothed him on the bed of 
ficknefs, 

At Kentith Town, Mifs Mary Omman- 
ney, aged 16 years, fecond daughter of 
Edward Ommanney, Efg. of Bloomfbury- 
{quare. 

At the Hudfon’s Bay-houfe, Fenchurch- 
fireet, Thomas Hutchins, Efq. Corref- 

pondent 
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pondent Secretary to the Honourable the 
Hudfon’s Bay Company, and many years 
a Governor of one of the fettlements. be- 
longing tothe faid Company in Hudfon’s 
Bay. 

Mrs. Leader Winter, aged 77, reli& of 
Jothua Winter, Efq. of Bithop Stortford, 
Herts. 

Richard Lomax, Efq. of Loughton, in 
Effex. 

In Leather-lane, Holborn, Mr. Flet- 
cher, formerly. an eminent bookfeller in 
Cambridge. He was the only perfon, the 
late Mr. Wragg excepted, that enjoyed 
Mr. Bowyer’s gift of gol. per annum, as 
a journeyman printer, tor his knowledge 
of the Greek language. It was as fingu- 
lar as. unfortunate, that about the time 
that Mr. Fletcher’s illnefs precluded him 
from many of the comforts of life, his 
brother, whom he fuppofed to be living 
in great affluence in America, arrived in 
London in the moft indigent circum- 
ftances, and being equally difappointed 
in receiving affiftance from the only friend 
he could apply to, he was neceflitated to 
go into St. Thomas’s Hofpital, where he 
lately died. 

At Amfterdam, in the 82d year of his 
age, Nicholas Muilman, Efq. many years 
one of the partners in the houfe of Meff. 
Muilman and fons, at Amfterdam. 

At Wellingborough, aged 77, after a 
long and painful illnefs,*Mrs. Scriven, 
reli of the late Rev, Mr. Scriven, Reétor 
of Twywell, Northamptonhhire, 

Mrs. Keate, wife of the Rev. W, Keate, 
Reftor of Laverton, in the county of 
Somerfet, and filter to the late Baron 
Burland. 

The Rev. Mr. More, Curate and Lec- 
turer of St. Margaret’s, Weftminfter. 

The Rev. Mr. Leutwenius, Paftor of 
the Swedith congregation in London. 

At Falmouth, on her return from Lif- 
bon, Mifs Wyckeham, eldeft daughter of 
William Humphry Wyckeham, Efq. of 
Swallcliffe, Oxfordthire. 

At Walton, in Suffolk, Mr. James Dal- 
langer, late of Weft Smithfield. 

At H; Berens’, Efq. at St. Mary Cray, 
in Kent, a labouring man of the name of 
Crofs, aged 105 years. When 
Onflow, Efq. fold the eftate, he delivered 
old Crofs, .with his jack afs, to draw 
water, and compelled the purchafer to 
agree to maintain him for life, 

On the 13th of April laft, at Quebec, 
Allan Macdonald, Efq; late Captain in his 
Majefty’s 84th regiment. 

Nicholas Coates, of Fifhburn, near 
York, aged 97. What is very remark- 
able, his wife. died the day before, and 
on Tuefday they were both interred in 
the fame grave. Their ages together a- 
mounted to 180, and they had been mar- 
tied between §o and 70 years; 
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At Oxford, Sir Banks Jenkinfon, Bart. 

At her houfe in Gay-ftreet, Bath, Mrs. 
Coker, reli€t- of the late Cadwallader 
Coker, Efq. 

At Aifhot, Somerfet; in the 83d year 
of his age, the Rev. Nathaniel Blake Price, 

At Leith, the Rev. T. Scott, Minifter 
of South Leith. He was perfe&ly well 
in the morning, and went to fee the races, 
where he was fuddenly taken ill, and ex. 
pired in a few minutes 

Mr. Jafper Jay, of Hoxton-fquare. 

Mrs. Molineux, reli& of the late Ri. 
chard Molineux, Efq. of Alt Grange and 
New Hale, in the county of Lancafter, 
the laft heir male of that branch of the 
Earl of Sefton’s family. 


BANKRUPTS. 


. Richard Witts Hifcock, of Witney, Ox- 
fordfhire, ironmonger. Charles Rofs, of 
Dean-ftrect, Shadwell, dealer and chap- 
man, George Folingfby, late of Inner 
Temple-lane, London, fhoe-maker. Ben- 
jamin Wall, of Aylefbury, Bucks, carrier. 
John Wood of Stourbridge, Worcefter- 
fhire, tallow-chandler. John Mackee, of 
Dorrington-ftreet, 8in Coldbath-fields, 
Middlefex, viétualler, Matthias Coops, 
otherwife Koops Von Ernf, of Edmon- 
ton, Middlefex,, merchant. William 
Strangways, of Aldermanbury, ‘London, 
taylor. Jofeph Pinckney, of Union-row, 
Walworth, in the parifh of St. Mary, 
Newington, Surrey, baker. Anthony 
Harthhorne, of Bifhopfgate-ftreet, Lon- 
don, linen-draper. David Paton, late of 
Oxford-ftreet, Middlefex, linen-draper. 
Samuel Harvey, late of Wickford, Effex, 
but now a prifoner in the King’s-bengh, 
draper. Richard Thomas, of Ludlow, Sa- 
lop, ironmonger. Ralph Thomas, of Lud- 
low, fadler. John Tingle, of Kettering, 
Northamptonthire, miller. William Hull, 
of Ludlow, Salop, mercer. James Field- 
ing, late of Oldham, Lancahhire, hardware- 
man, cleefemonger, and corn-merchant, 
Richard Turner late of Alnwick, but now 


.of Broxfield, Northumberland, butcher. 


David Ready of the city of Briftol, fhop- 
keeper, William Dickinfon, of Birming- 
ham, Warwickthire, dealer and chapman. 
Thomas Thomas, of Charing-crofs, Mid- 
dlefex linen-draper. Jofeph Fuffel, of the 
city of Briftol, mafon and builder, Henry 
Ellis, late of Old-ftreet, Middlefex, horfee 
dealer. Charles Auftin, of the parith of 
St. Martin, in the city of Canterbury, 
Kent brick-maker. John Walker, of 
Bedford-ftreet, Covent garden, Middle- 
fex, woollen-draper. fohn Grant, of 
Chefhunt, Hertfordhhire, innholder, John 
Winn, late of the Old Scotch Arms, Bed- 
fordbury, within the Liberty of Weltmin- 


ficr, vi€tualler, 
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METEOROLOGICAL DIARY 


in Lonvon, for July, 1790, 


By Mr.W. Jones, Optician, Horsorn, 
Height of the Barometer and Therino. 


meter with Fahrenheit’s Scale, 





Barometer. 
Inches, arid 
100th Parts. 


Thermome- 
ter. 
Falitenheit’s. 


Weather 
in 
July 
































Navy,} Bills. 
aig 
314 








17§1. 





New 43perCt; New JExch, 


Ann. 








Old 








Stock.| Ann. 




















India ,Si Sea 


Bonds. 
42 pr. 






































Short 4 India| India 
ditto. | Stock.) Ann 





Long 
Ann. 





Navy. 























per Ct./5 per Ct. 


Confol. 








g per Ctl4 
Confol 








reduc. 





Bank {3 per Ct. 











1996. 


11 o’ Clock; 
Night 


Oe ae ae 

29 92/%9 61 Cloudy 
5 9 | «2 [Fair 

59 {Ditto 


bred 


© O~t Don Ao WV, ~3s cone 


Fair 
Charge. 
129 57129 57} 3 69) —, 
atige. 
Rein’ 
Cloudy 
Fair 
29 93| Cloudy 
29 72129 75 wl : 
a n 
Ditton 
Showers 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Cloudy 
Fair 
‘Ditto 
Cloudy 
Pair 
Rain 
Cloudy 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Fair 


























Corn-Exchange, London. 
RETURNS 6f CORN and GRAIN. 
From July 8 to July 13, 1790. 
Quar- Price Avr. Pr, 
ters. ; per. Qr, 
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